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HB 5818
Good afternoon. My name is Hilary Hahn. I live in Old Saybrook, CT. I am an

educator, a public health professional, a concerned community member and a mother.
I’m here today to testify in support of House Bill 5818-An Act Concerning Lost and

Stolen Firearms.

As a faculty member at the National Center for Children Exposed to Violence at the Yale
Child Study Center, I am well acquainted on a professional level with the effect guns can
have on our children and communities. We run a program for children and families
exposed to violence, offering psychological first aid and trauma treatment to kids who’ve
- been victims of, or witnesses to, the worst kinds of things you can imagine. Community
violence and domestic violence are the biggest sources of referral to our program. Guns
are involved in a large number of our cases—drive-by shootings, home invasions,
threatening, stalking, robbery and assault. These are terrifying events for children, as
either victims or witnesses. And one thing is certain—guns have the potential to make
these bad situations worse. Guns up the ante, guns escalate emotions, guns make the
consequences of our actions more severe. Disputes on the street and domestic
altercations become fatal, and children are exposed to unbelievable trauma and loss.
Guns can cause emotional scars that last a lifetime.

So my strong support for this bill comes from a professional place, but it comes from a
personal place as well. Gun violence in our communities is increasing, and statistics
show that even living in an affluent community along Connecticut’s shoreline cannot
safeguard my family from this reality. As a mother, I’'m filled with a sense of duty to my
own children, and to the children of my community—a responsibility to keep them safe,
and to do my best to improve the world we live in. I believe that working for reasonable

gun safety laws is part of this effort.

Gun ownership is a lot like parenting--an incredible responsibility that demands thought
and attention. This bill is not about limiting gun owners’ rights. It is about requiring that
- adegree of care be given to gun ownership, and about being responsible for guns that
may be lost or stolen. Coming off the production line, all guns enter the marketplace with
a legal sale. But guns can quickly enter the illegal market by way of traffickers, who
purchase guns legally, resell them to those who cannot purchase guns legally, and then
claim the guns were stolen if confronted. Because our laws do not currently require
reporting of lost of stolen firearms, we can’t prosecute these traffickers. This doesn’t
make sense, and CT residents agree with me! 98% of CT residents surveyed, and 96% of

gun owners support reporting lost of stolen firearms.'

House Bill 5818 does make sense. This legislation doesn’t infringe upon the rights of
law-abiding citizens who own guns. It does prevent the movement of guns into illegal
markets, where criminals and others whom our laws already prevent from owning guns

gain access to them.

Thank you for your attention to this important issue.

! Poll conducted by the Center for Research and Public Policy at Sacred Heart University May 13-17"%, 2003



