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As an attorney at Greater Hartford Legal Aid I have represented custodial and 
non-custodial parents with support enforcement issues for many years. I oppose this 
bill which would divert payments from children to employers. 

The proposal to allow employers to charge for income withholding has come up a 
few times over the past ten years, and, wisely, been rejected each time. 

Income withholding for child support is now mandated, by federal and state law. 
No longer is a delinquency required to trigger the withholding of child support from 
wages. It is an automatic deduction, comparable to other mandatory payroll deductions, 
for all parents owing support. 

The processing of these payments has also been streamlined with a centralized 
system enabling employers to send in payments for multiple obligors at once, and also 
allowing the option of electronic banking. Processing of these payments is less 
cumbersome than it has ever been. 

In the past few years Cor~necticut's support enforcement system has made 
efforts to recognize and promote the positive involvement of fathers, especially low 
income fathers in the lives of their children. Child support policies have been examined 
with an eye to this goal, and remedied in various ways. 

This proposal runs counter to this trend, and is not needed as the support 
enforcement system continues to make efforts to simplify its system for the employers 
who use it. 

Added costs such as this ultimately come from the pockets of the children who 
need support. 

I urge you to oppose this bill. 
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