
The Connecticut Association of Schools 
Position Statement -House Bill No. 5786 

An Act Concerning Assault of a Sports Official 

The Connecticut Association of Schools (CAS) would like to express its support for House Bill No. 5786, "An 
Act Concerning Assault of a Sports Official." The Connecticut Association of Schools represents all 
Connecticut public and parochial high schools, most middle level schools, and a majority of elementary schools 
in the state. It is the only Connecticut association representing public and parochial school principals. The 
Connecticut Association of Schools also oversees interscholastic athletic competition within the state via the 
Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference or CIAC. 

Those involved in high school athletics have witnessed an increase in violence, threatening behavior, and verba: 
and physical assaults directed towards sports' officials. The time has come to treat these individuals as a 
protected class when officiating-related assaults occur. Passage of this bill will send a strong message to 
everyone connected with athletics that officials must be treated with respect, rather than be a target of verbal 
and physical abuse. 

The issue has come about as a result of misguided fans who tend to live their lives vicariously through athletes. 
Some go well beyond the boundaries of sportsmanship, which should be a high standard of behavior for all 
young athletes and their supporters. Passage of this bill supports a collaborative effort to provide a safe 
atmosphere for individuals to play and officiate, with the knowledge that any unwarranted attacks against 
officials are grounds for enhanced legal action. 

We live in a time when people do not always understand these are games, not life and death issues. 
Unfortunately, officials around the country have been seriously injured as a result of the actions of individuals 
who have gone to extremes to express their misplaced loyalty in totally inappropriate ways. We need to put 
legislation in place to protect those individuals without 'whom the game would not be played: our officials. 

Sincerely, 

Michael H. Savage 
Executive Director 


