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My Name is Robert Katz. I am a correction officer and an Executive Board Member of 
Connecticut Correctional Employees, AFSCME Local 1565. I am asking that you support Raised Bill 
No. 5784 An Act Concerning the Board of Pardons and Parole. 

Currently, under the jurisdiction of the Commissioner of Corrections, Theresa Lantz, these two 
important fbnctions of the criminal justice system are failing. The duality of the interest by 
Commissioner Lantz has the accountability of these systems deteriorating. 

With the parole hnction under the same control as the Department of Correction a revolving 
door has been created that is spinning out of control. Commissioner Lantz is tasked with running the 
correctional system and ensuring the safety and security of the public by running the correctional 
facilities in this state. To do so Commissioner Lantz has to ensure that those who pose a threat to 
public safety are incarcerated. On the other hand Commissioner Lantz has been tasked by the 
Legislature and the Prison Over Crowding Commission with finding effective ways to reduce the 
number of individuals incarcerated in this state and find effective programs to reduce recidivism. If 
either hnction is completely successfbl she is in the position of loosing budgeting for the other 
hnction. This has created a cycle that cannot be broken as Commissioner Lantz is responsible for both 
sides. 

What has been created is a system that gives the appearance of satisfling the goals that 
Commissioner Lantz has been mandated to carry out while not threatening either entity. The only 
winner in this game is her. The citizens of the state, whose tax dollars hnd this shell game lose 
because they are paying for the same offenders to be incarcerated, released and then re-incarcerated. 
The memorandums that are attached to this testimony by one of Commissioner Lantz's wardens, Lori 
Ricks of York Correctional Institution, defIne the failures of the current system. The first memo from 
Warden Ricks, Dated April 16, 2005, states that she will consider waiving Class B Discipline for 
inmates applying for halfway house placement. An offender who will not even obey the rules and 
regulations inside a correctional facility will be considered for release. The second memo by Warden 
Rick's dated September 13, 2005, states that community release applications are mandatory for 
offenders or then they will be subject to discipline. The only reasonable explanation for this action is to 
allow Commissioner Lantz to show that large numbers of offenders are being reintegrated into society, 
but at the same time she has the comforting knowledge that these offenders will be back to protect the 
correctional side of the equation. 

This legislation will aid in ensuring that dangerous offenders who should not be released in to 
our communities are not and that the revolving door will be slowed down. 

Respectfi,llly Submitted, 

~xecutivk6oard Member 
AFSCME Local 1565 

In the public service . . . 


