
Judiciary Conzmittee 
Public Hearing 3-13-06 

TO: MEMBERS OF THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
PROM: CONNECTICUT ASSOCIATION OF PROSECUTORS 
DATE: MARCH 13,2006 

RE: SUPPORT FOR RB: 5739 -AN ACT CONCERNING THE PRACTICE OF 
LAW BY ASSISTANT STATE'S ATTORNEYS AND DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT STATE'S ATTORNEYS 

The Connecticut Association of Prosecutors is an organization made up of the 250 prosecutors 
who work for the Division of Criillinal Justice and in the criminal courthouses throughout the 
state. 

This bill would allow assistant state's attorneys and deputy assistant state's attorneys to practice 
private law when not acting as an attorney for the state. The bill would continue the prohibition 
on practicing criminal law, or fi-oin being involved in a law finn that practices criiniilal law. 

Currently, other attorneys in state service, such as attorneys for various state agencies or assistant 
attorney generals, can practice private law when not acting in their capacity as an attorney for the 
state. This bill would allow assistant state's attorneys and deputy assistant state's attorneys the 
same treatment. 

Currently assistant state's attorneys and deputy assistant state's attorneys are barred fioin any 
foiln of private practice. The Connecticut Association of Prosecutors submits that allowing 
prosecutors to practice some private law in their fi-ee time would make state service more 
attractive and allow for these attorneys to partake in such acts as executing wills or closings for 
relatives on the weekends, or providing pro bono legal services for the indigent. 

This bill would continue the prohibition 011 the practicing of criminal law, and also not allow 
prosecutors to be involved in any way with a law firm in which any other member practices 
criminal law. Prosecutors in other states enjoy such provisions, and part-time legal inalpractice 
insurance is offered by the ilatioilal prosecutors association. 

For the reasons stated above, the Connecticut Associatioil of Prosecutors respectfully request you 
support RB 5739. 


