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House Bill 5700, An Act Concerning Justice for All Children 

Good afternoon. My name is William Lavery and I am the Chief Court 

Administrator for the Connecticut Judicial Branch. I appear before you today regarding 

House Bill 5700, An Act Concerning Justice for All Children. 

It is the mission of the Judicial Branch to resolve matters brought before it in a 

fair, timely and efficient manner. House Bill 5700, An Act Concerning Justice for All 

Children mandates that the Court Support Services Division of the Judicial Branch, 

among other stakeholders, develop and implement objective race-neutral criteria for 

determining whether to detain a child within the juvenile justice system. The Judicial 

Branch is currently engaged in efforts to improve the objectivity and neutrality of the 

criteria used to determine when to detain a child. For this reason, the Judicial Branch 

does not believe this legislation is necessary. 

The Judicial Branch is currently involved in several efforts to address the 

overrepresentation of minorities in the juvenile justice system. The Branch will soon be 

working with the Youth Law Center, a nationally known and respected children's 

advocacy organization, to develop strategies to reduce the overrepresentation of 

minorities in the New Haven Juvenile Detention Center. Many of the strategies used 

are consistent with the approach taken by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. 

In addition, the Judicial Branch has worked with the Department of Children and 



Families (DCF), service providers and the City of Hartford to establish the Hartford 

Juvenile Review Board with the goal of diverting children from the Hartford Juvenile 

Court. The Hartford Juvenile Review Board began operation in February 2005 and has 

served over 250 children -- 98% of whom are minorities. I am pleased to report that 

approximately 93% of the children who have had contact with the Hartford Juvenile 

Review Board have been diverted from the Juvenile Court. Based on the success of the 

Hartford Juvenile Review Board, the Judicial Branch, in partnership with DCF, 

submitted a joint budget proposal to expand the model to New Haven and Bridgeport. 

The ~ o v e k o r  has included funding for this initiative in her budget and we are hopeful 

that the legislature will support this funding, as well. 

Additionally, the Judicial Branch, in partnership with DCF, has introduced 

community-based mental health services to the Hartford Juvenile Court to safely 

maintain children in the community, as opposed to placing the children in juvenile 

detention. These services include: group homes, multidimensional treatment foster care, 

therapeutic mentoring, family substance abuse treatment, multi-systemic therapy 

aftercare and educational assessments and advocacy. The children targeted for these 

services are those in detention, who are predominantly minorities. This complement of 

services is being expanded to other locations in the state. 

The Branch is also currently engaged in a demonstration project with Dr. Debra 

Sheldon at the University Of Connecticut School Of Nursing and the Allen Chapel AME 

Church in Hartford. The project called LEAD: Leadership, Education, Achievement and 

Development-A Diversion Program for African-American Youth targets children in detention 

who receive community services as an alternative to detention. Children participating 

in the program receive motivational interviewing, 14 weeks of expressive arts 

intervention (meeting 3 times per week for 2 hours), 14 weeks of youth group activities 

(meeting once per week and being assigned a mentor), and Peer Counseling and 

Leadership Training. Dr. Sheldon has successfully used the LEAD program to work 

with court-involved African-American children in Maryland. The research being 

conducted as part of this project will determine if the program is effective in 



Connecticut and whether it should be expanded to other detention centers. 

Finally, the Judicial Branch will be reviewing the screening instruments used in 

the detention centers to ensure that they are culturally competent and unbiased in 

determining risk, mental health issues and substance abuse concerns. 

Given the multiple initiatives in which the Judicial Branch is currently engaged, 

House Bill 5700 is unnecessary. The Judicial Branch is committed to reducing 

disproportionate minority contact and ensuring that all children receive equitable and 

fair treatment in the juvenile justice system. 

I would be happy to answer any questions that you may have. 


