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Thank you, my name is Brianna Johnston. I am a resident of Hartford. It is a privilege to 
testify before this committee and have the opportunity to urge you to recommend passage 
of this legislation. 

In July 2003, I was President and CEO of a new reinsurance company. That was the last 
time I worked and I believe that, if this legislation were in place, I would now be 
employed. I spearheaded the company's founding and brought ten jobs to Hartford. That 
July, I was terminated as part of a downsizing, caused by financial problems at our parent 
company. 

Fivc months after leaving, I transitioned from male to female gender. I had struggled 
since my earliest childhood memories with anxiety and self-hatred over feelings I could 
not control. As a child, I hoped I would outgrow them and as an adult, I plainly feared 
them. Only when I was struck by depression in 2002 did I have the courage to confide in 
my wife and to seek medical help. 

Today, my dysphoria is behind me and I live in peace. My life is nearly back. I have the 
love of my family and friends. To show how horribly disruptive this has been, during 
one 12 month period, we survived selling our dream home, three moves, the loss of my 
job and divorce. Our love is genuine. 

The missing piece is my job. Since 2003, I have been actively looking for employment 
for all but twelve months. Three recruiters have conducted national searches and have 
sent out my resume for over two dozen jobs for which I am qualified. I've had many 
interviews, but no offers. This is extremely frustrating, because my job performance has 
always been rated superior. 

There is a sickening prejudice in our country against gender dysphoric individuals, which 
must be remedied by legislation. 

This prejudice forces us to hide our past for fear of losing our loved ones, our jobs and 
even our lives. I've been one of the fortunate few who have the financial ability to 
successfully hide my past, though I would rather not. Prejudice clearly exists, because 
the one place I cannot hide is in my profession, which is few in number and where my 
resume is recognizable. 

In my remaining time, I would like to share another sad example of this prejudice. One 
night in 'sari Francisco, a friend and I were waiting in a slow line at a fast food place. 
When our turn to order finally came, an impatient, drunk man suddenly pushed his way 
to the front and shoved both my friend and me aside. My friend got back up and she 
asked for an apology. Instead, she was punched in the face knocking her back to the 



floor. In her pain, fear and anger, she screamed.. .and her voice cracked.. .and then 
deepened. 

Unbelievably the restaurant patrons and employees reacted not to the assault, but instead 
to her voice, questioning her gender. Some laughed. The man ran away and no one tried 
to stop him and no one would help us. We had to beg the restaurant manager for a bag of 
ice. 

In summary, I want to tell you that my two daughters love me dearly and I am proud to 
be their father. They are thrilled that all my pain from dysphoria is gone. But they are 
terrified when they think what could happen to me. 

We need the freedom of gender expression. I urge you to pass this amendment. 

Thank you for your time. 


