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Violations" 

Red Light Running 

In 2002, according the Federal Highway Safety Administration, drivers running red lights 
were responsible for 207,000 crashes, 178,000 injuries, and 921 fatalities. We see it in New 
Haven many times. Most recently one of our own police officers was struck in the middle of 
an intersection in his cruiser by a party running a red light. To this day he is out on medical 
leave. 

A 2002 New Haven study of three intersections found 870 violations in 46 hours. 
Essentially, that meant that every three minutes someone was running a red light in my city - 
and that was just counting three intersections. 

The number of police officers needed to effectively police this problem would be a budget 
breaker for any municipality. The backups caused by pulling over cars in the middle of rush 
hour on Trumbull Street in Hartford, or by the exit ramp at Yale New Haven ~ o s ~ i t a l  in New 
Haven is self evident. 

A New Tool to Protect Citizens 

Fortunately, video and still camera technology has evolved enough so that automatic 
cameras, operated by local police departments, can effectively diminish this problem in the 
range of 35 - 55%. 

Ninety communities throughout the United States have joined Asia, Australia, and Europe in 
taking advantage of the benefits of this technology. The Federal Highway Administration 
has h d e d  implementation programs Los Angeles: Ft. Meade, FL; Charleston, SC; Howard 
County, MD; and Washington, DC. 

Elaborate procedures to provide solid evidence of the violations are put in place in 
communities choosing to operate the red light cameras. Attached Congressional testimony 
from the Howard County Police Department amply illustrates the efforts local law 
enforcement agencies engage in to insure due process. 
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The Next Step for Connecticut: Allow Municipalities the Ability to Act 

The Connecticut legislature allows municipalities the ability to promulgate and enforce 
parking regulations, and has granted municipalities the ability to collect and retain the 
proceeds for such activity (See 5 1-56a of the Connecticut General Statutes.) 

We are looking for similar enabling legislation allowing the use of cameras by local police 
departments to prosecute motorists driving through red lights. 

HB 5210 seeks to establish a presumption that the registered owner of a motor vehicle is the 
operator thereof if such motor vehicle is observed or photographed running a red light. 

Currently, if we find a car on the street of New Haven blocking a fire hydrant or a bus stop, 
we hold the owner and operator of the car accountable. We ticket the owner, provided the 
individual an opportunity to contest the ticket, and, if found guilty, impose a fine. 

This bill seeks to treat a vehicle similarly if it's observed speeding through a red light by 
Yale New Haven Hospital or another dangerous intersection. It strikes us in New Haven as a 
smart addition to our tool box of methods to protect our residents and visitors. 

We appreciate the opportunity to work with the legislature on new, cost-effective ways for 
Connecticut's cities and towns to protect our citizens. 
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