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Good afternoon. My name is William Lavery and I am the Chief Court 

Administrator for the Connecticut Judicial Branch. I appear before you today to testify 

in support of House Bill 5209, An Act Concerning Youthful Oflender Proceedings, 

which was submitted by the Judicial Branch as part of our legislative package, and to 

address two other bills on the same topic. 

As I am sure the Committee is aware, Public Act 05-232 made substantial 

changes to youthful offender procedures, including eliminating the application process 

and requiring that all 16 and 17 year olds (with a few statutorily defined exceptions) 

who are arrested start out as youthful offenders. The Judicial Branch worked diligently 

to implement this law, which became.effective on January 1st of this year, and I am 

happy to report that the implementation has gone fairly smoothly. However, there are 

some aspects of the law that are not workable. This proposal addresses those areas,, as 

described below. 

The most substantial change in this proposal is to the process for deciding 

whether a youth should be transferred to the regular criminal docket. The language 

currently in the statute is unclear; we propose a process whereby the prosecutor would 






