
H.B. No.  5029 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING METHAMPHETAMINE 

The Division of Criminal Justice strongly supports this bill and respectfully requests the Corninittee's 
Joint Favorable Report. This bill is the primary product of a Working Group appointed by the 
Governor last year to examine the issues related to the manufacture, sale and abuse of iilegal 
methamphetamines, commonly known as "crystal meth." 

The bill is a comprehensive and direct response to the meth epidemic that is moving across the 
country. The good news is that we have not seen the epidemic that is occurring in other states. The 
bad news is that meth lab seizures are up and it appears that it is only a matter of time until the 
epidemic arrives unless we take action. 

The Working Group issued a comprehensive report. Our recommendations targeted all aspects of this 
looming crisis - from strengthening the ability of law enforcement to go after the traffickers to 
providing for treatment and education and the environmental impact of illegal meth labs. I am 
providing a copy of the Working Group's report to the Committee administrator for your review. 

Meth is an illegal narcotic that can be easily manufactured using recipes found on the Internet and 
raw materials readily available from the corner pharmacy or convenience store and the neighborhood 
hardware store. It is manufactured in makeshift labs that can fit into the trunk of a car. The ease of 
production and relatively low cost of raw materials makes it an illegal product for an industry that is 
driven by one motive - greed. The manufacturing process itself raises other serious concerns in that it 
produces toxic byproducts that pose serious environmental concerns. The process itself is highly 
volatile. Explosion and fire are common with illegal meth labs. The drug also poses a serious threat to 
children as meth lab seizures in other states have routinely occurred at sites where children live or 

a L.> 

play. 

The most important element of this bill is ending over-the-counter sales of cold medicines that contain 
ephedrine and pseudoephedrine - the primary ingredients from which illegal meth is made. This will 
have no real effect on legitimate cold sufferers, as alternative products arc already being 
manufactured that are as effective. These products are known as the "P-E versions. This provision 
has been extremely effective in Oklahoma, Iowa and Tennessee where it produced an immediate and 



drastic reduction in illegal meth lab discoveries. The existing products containing ephedrine and 
pseudoephedrine would still be available. The only difference is they would only be obtainable with 
the consent a medical provider upon the usual showing of a medical need. Again, we would stress 
that the voluntary actions of the pharmaceutical industry through the introduction of new, P.E., 
products, will greatly reduce the demand for those products containing the drugs that can be utilized 
to manufacture illegal meth. 

That being said, we do recognize the objections that have been raised to this provision. We also 
acknowledge the recent passage of federal legislation that restricts the sale of products containing 
ephedrine and pseudoephedrine. As such, we would suggest that the alternative for Connecticut may 
be to restrict the sale of these products to pharmacies, where they would be kept behind the counter 
and a log maintained of purchases, but not requiring a prescription. This also would be consistent 
with the kderal law, which allows the states to be more restrictive. 

To address specific sections of the bill: 

Section 3 raises the penalties for sale/distribution of meth that are consistent with cocaine and 
heroin. This is consistent with the Working Group recommendation although the language 
does vary. 
Section 3 also enhances the penalties for those that operate meth labs. Obviously, these type of 
drug factories are very dangerous. This section would also apply to all drug factories. This, 
too, is consistent with the Working Group recommendation. 
Section 4 raises the penalties for those who possess drug paraphernalia from a misdemeanor 
to a felony. This goes beyond what the Working Group recommended. The Working Group 
recommended the stronger penalty for possession of drug that is used in the manufacture of 
drugs or operation of a drug factory, not all drug paraphernalia. 

The Office of the Chief State's Attorney has gathered extensive information regarding the dangers of 
meth. This dangerous drug has been a major topic of discussion at meetings of the National District 
Attorneys Association, which has documented the spread of the epidemic from West to East across 
the United States. This legislation represents a pro-active step to attack the problem before it reaches 
epidemic proportions in the State of Connecticut. We respectfully request the Committee's Joint 
Favorable Report for H.B. No. 5029. 

Thank you. 


