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The Connecticut Conference of Municipalities suv~orts R.B. 666, An Act Concerning 
Municipal Liens for Accrued Fines and Certain Code Violations". 

R.B. 666 would (1) increase fines and grant priority lien status to municipalities for violations of 
health, housing, zoning and safety laws, and (2) increase, fkom $100 to $250, the maximum 
penalty for violation of municipal ordinances. . 

R.B. 666 is an anti-blight proposal that would assist municipalities in making communities more 
"livable". It would provide them with needed tools to encourage compliance with state and local 
health, housing, zoning and safety laws. 

Such laws are developed through a public process that includes input fi-om professionals and 
laymen allke. They are designed to keep residents safe and ensure that families can live without 
being subjected to hazardous conditions. Protecting the public safety of citizens is one of the 
primary roles of local governments and should be given the kind of priority this bill envisions. 

Municipalities report that too often scofflaws ignore penalties or have penalties set aside by the 
courts. For example, last year in New Haven, $165,929 in fines, went uncollected. 

Many of Connecticut's towns and cities face a daily battle to maintain their affordable housing 
stock and to prevent the spread of blight. The liens provisions contained in this bill give them a 
strong tool to do that. It would be a powerful incentive for property owners to comply with code 
requirements. 

R.B. 666 includes protections that would require municipalities to maintain current records of 
unpaid fines and make them available to the public for inspection. Further, municipalities would 
go through a public process to increase the fines (public hearings, etc.), allowing interested 
parties to provide input. 

. - - over - 



Passage of this bill would not make Connecticut an oddity. According to OLR, four states 
allow municipalities to place "superliens" on properties with unpaid fines and in 
Massachusetts they may do so for unpaid charges. In all, at least 16 states have some type 
of 'superlien' for property "in connection with violations of local laws, such as health, 
building, and zoning codes", although in most of them the lien is for the municipality's 
cost for abatement. Superliens are defined as "liens that are superior to some or all 
previously perfected liens" (OLR report 2005-R-864). 

The bill would also provide municipalities with a long-needed increase in the maximum 
fines for violating other types of local ordinances. The present level has been frozen at 
$100 for decades, as inflation has eaten away at the deterrent power of ordinances. 

CCM urges the committee to favorably report SB 666. 

# # #  
If you have anyquestions, please call Gian-Carl Casa or Ron Thomas at (203) 498-3000. 


