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My name is Joseph Atkinson. On July 11,2003, I was employed by United Illuminating 
Company. On that day I was gathering information about a job to be performed at 
Sikorsky Aircraft. While there I was involved in an electrical arcinglflashing explosion at 
the job site. As a result, I suffered bums over 8% of my total body surface area. 

I was treated for two weeks at Bridgeport hospital. During that time I underwent bum 
care on my ear and face and skin grafts on my right arm and trunk. 

I have scarring and a change of pigmentation on my face and neck. My skin i s  very stiff 
in texture and is sensitive to light, dirt and oil, turning quite red in sunlight. I must always 
wear a hat when outside. I have significant scarring on my back, flank right shoulder, 
right a m ,  right forearm and thigh. These are hypertrophic burn scars that cause pain that 
worsen:; with exercise or work or prolonged sitting, such as when driving. Any kind of 
physical activity is very difficult. 

Until just prior to this incident I was employed as a lineman. I have been able to return to 
my sup1:rvisory position, but I am afraid that if my position is eliminated due to 
downsi:r,ing, I will be ilnable to perform a lineman's duties. Likewise I would be unable 
to filnction as a lineman if management were called upon during a strike. 

I ask you to consider my situation when addressing this measure to allow workers' 
compensation commissioners greater flexibility in awarding benefits for peole in 
situations such as mine. 


