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The business organizations listed on the cover sheet of this testimony represent
Connecticut employers, ranging from small businesses to large industrial corporations.

This group formed in the late 1980’s because workers’ compensation costs were
skyrocketing. Many Connecticut employers were crippled by workers’ compensation
costs. We spent months studying the workers’” compensation system. We identified
problems, and solutions to those problems, so that Connecticut’s workers’ compensation
system could be reformed. We continue to stand united to ensure that great strides made
in the early nineties stay intact and that no new measures increasing workers’
compensation costs or placing other burdens on employers are adopted.

We, the abovementioned organization, oppose SB 548 An Act Concerning Awards for
Workers’ Compensation for Scarring and Disfigurement.

This measure repeals an important reform measure by granting scarring and
disfigurement benefits regardless of where they are located or the impact it has on the

claimants earning ability.

The Legislative Program Review and Investigations Committee (LPRIC) recommended
the reform measure. They did so in part because they learned during their investigation
of the state’s workers’ compensation system that awards were only supposed to be
granted for permanent significant disfigurement. Despite this LPRIC found that
“Disfigurement awards received in cases included in the sample range from $83 to
$20,808.” They stated that “The number of weeks of disfigurement benefits granted,
which indicates the severity of the scarring involved, ranged from 1 to 51 weeks and
averaged 7.7 weeks.” If an award for one week, or $83 dollars was made, clearly awards
were not limited to “significant” scars or disfigurement cases.

Connecticut’s standard for scarring awards is the same or more generous than most other
states. The overwhelming majority of states restrict disfigurement awards to the face or
head. At least 30 states are more restrictive than Connecticut with scarring and

disfigurement awards.

Connecticut’s current benefit is fair and does not need to be changed. This measure
would put Connecticut significantly out of line with other states and should be rejected.

Thank you.




