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House Bill 5840, An Act Concerning Conservators 

Good afternoon. My name is Deborah Fuller and I appear before you today on 

behalf of the Judicial Branch to oppose House Bill 5840, An Act Concerning 

Consemators. 

This bill would give the Superior Court concurrent jurisdiction over applications 

for appointment of a conservator, which currently rests solely with the Probate Court. 

This is a very significant aspect of Probate Court jurisdiction. We are opposed to this 

proposal for two reasons. 

The first reason is that we do not believe that the Legislature should make any 

piecemeal changes to Probate Court's jurisdiction at this time, in light of the fact that the 

future of the Probate system has recently been studied and has been the subject of 

vigorous debate over the past few years. We believe that any jurisdictional changes 

should be a part of a comprehensive plan that addresses all aspects of the Probate Court 

system. 

The second reason we oppose this proposal is that we believe that the Probate 

Court is best suited to hear these cases - their judges have the experience and expertise 

in these matters. The Superior Court is not prepared to handle these cases, many of 

which require ongoing oversight by court for years. We believe that the expertise for 

these matters clearly lies with the Probate Court, and that they should retain exclusive 

jurisdictions over conservatorships. 

I urge the Committee not to act favorably on this proposal. Thank you for the 

opportunity to teshfy. 


