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I would like to support this Bill specifically insofar as it addresses multidisciplinary child abuse
teams. I was a member of the Danbury MDT from its inception in 1999 until my appointment to my
current position as State’s Attorney for the Judicial District of Windham in July, 2001. I have been a
member of the Windham Team since July 2001.

In both locations, I have been impressed by the dedication and commitment of the various team
members and by the effort to advance and coordinate the prompt investigation of suspected child abuse
cases while reducing the trauma of the child and ensuring the child’s protection and treatment.

In order to meet the statutory purposes of the Teams, however, it is necessary that there be
sufficient funding to support training of team members, coordination of the response, investigation and
multidisciplinary approach. We are fortunate that the legislature has since 1996 endorsed a
multidisciplinary approach to the investigation of suspected child abuse cases. In some areas of the State
the MDTs are able to contract with forensic interviewers, those who specialize in interviewing children.
Because we in Windham are in a rural area with limited financial resources and because law
enforcement’s first responders are frequently called upon to conduct sensitive investigations into
allegations of child abuse, I am especially appreciative of the goals of Raised Bill No. 8512 to at this time
provide further support to our efforts.

Thank you.



