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I am here this afternoon in support of Raised Bill 58 12. As you know, the bill is intended to tighten 
the registration requirements for sexual offenders who reside, take up residence or work regularly 
in the State of Connecticut. The viability of any registration system depends on the reliability of the 
information which it contains. The aim of the bill is to ensure that the most current descriptors are 
provided to the registry and to require name, address and vocational information to be updated when 
appropriate. 

The bill also provides for registration before release from the Department of Corrections. This is an 
excellent idea. We already have a number of cases pending against individuals who have failed or 
refused to register. We certainly do not need any more cases to prosecute and anything that ensures 
proper registration is, in my view, a plus. 

I am also glad to see that the bill provides for more resources for the registry and probation and 
parole. However, one of the most important aspects of the bill, in my opinion, is the recognition of 
and funding for Children's Advocacy Centers. Approximately ten years ago, I was approached by 
Dr. Frederick Berrien and Diane Edell about the prospect of using a child advocacy center to assist 
in the investigation of child sexual assault. Like many others in law enforcement, I believed that 
these cases had to be investigated using traditional law enforcement methods. However, with the 
assistance of four local police departments in my jurisdiction, I instituted the minimum facts 
interview process in theses cases and a referral to the Children's Center at St. Francis Hospital. 
Although this process was initially met with some skepticism, it has become the practice in the 
Hartford Judicial District and has been well received by law enforcement. Along with Multi 
disciplinary teams, Children's Advocacy Centers are state of the art in the investigation of child 
sexual assaults and treatment of the victim's and their families. The children are interviewed by 
trained professionals and receive treatment from medical personnel. They and their families are 
provided with access to medical and other social services which they might not receive in the 
traditional investigation method. The trauma that these children and their families experience is 
greatly reduced by the intervention of the people who work in the Children's Advocacy Center. 

The children who are required to endure the ordeal of being sexual assault victims deserve the best, 
and least traumatic treatment we can offer. They and their families deserve your support. Please 
support passage of Raised Bill 58 12. 

Thank You. 
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