
Good afternoon Senator McDonald, Representative Lawlor, and distinguished members of the Judiciary 
Committee. My name is Kimberly Sundquist fiom Manchester, CT. I am the current President for 
Survivors Of Homicide, Inc. 

My uncle was murdered in North Carolina on September 1 1, 2003 as he was leaving his business. The 
accused offender includes a 34 year old male and his 14 year old stepson. I am here to testify in support of 
Raised Bill 5799, an Act Concerning Crime Victims and The Victim Advocate. 

As the Victim Advocate, Mr. Papillo's job consists of protecting the rights of all crime victims and should 
be provided with all the tools to allow him to perform his job to the fullest. The state's Victim Advocate 
SHOULD be provided with subpoena power just as all the other agencies who conduct the same sort of 
investigations that Mr. Papillo performs. To protect the rights of crime victims, the states Victim Advocate 
should also be authorized to file appeals on behalf of these victims whose constitutional and other rights are 
believed to have been violated or neglected. This authority will reduce any further victimization of already 
traumatized victims by the legal system and will send the strong message needed to professionals in our 
criminal justice system that victims' rights must be taken seriously and that they are more than "feel good" 
legislation. 

When imminent danger to the victim is present, the court SHOULD have the authority to issue protective 
orders. Such orders are only granted on harassment crimes, stalking crimes, and crimes involving domestic 
violence crimes. It is the nght of crime victims- ALL CRIME VICTIMS - to be reasonably protected 
during the criminal justice process. There is no better or more effective form of protection that a court can 
provide a crime victim than a protective order. Judges need to have the authority and option to issue such 
orders when warranted or necessary to protect a crime victim. 

In my uncle's case, one of the accused was a juvenile at the time of the murder and arrest. By virtue of the 
constitutional rights this great legislative body has provided to crime victims, we have rights and interests 
in the process. It doesn't matter to a crime victim what age the offender is because we are still the victims 
of the crime and the offender's poor decisions regardless of the offender's age, gender, race or ethnicity. 
The Office of the Victim Advocate SHOULD be allowed access to records in Youthful Offender cases for 
further protection of the crime victim and to ensure the victim's rights are not being violated, just as the 
court based advocates currently have such access. 

If crime victims disclose personal information, it NEEDS to be IMPARATIVE that the information 
provided be kept out of the hands of both the accused as well as defense council to prevent any further 
victimization and for the safety of the crime victim. In many cases the victim will be in shock and 
disoriented. They are also offered so much information once they are identified as the victim. The form 
Mr. Papillo is proposing would help to simplify the process for those victims who may have trouble 
understanding lengthy forms. These forms will further the comprehension of what rights they have as 
Crime Victims and make it clear to those in the criminal justice system what rights the crime victim 
intends to assert. 

Mr. Papillo and Mr. Morano, our Chief State's Attorney, are also proposing a statewide automated 
notification system that would enable the system to notify victims quicker and more regularly on events the 
crime victims rights demand they have such as court dates, parole proceedings, appeals filed and escapes. 
We recently saw a case of one of our members where the mother of a murdered daughter was failed by the 
system when they neglected to notify her that her daughters murdered was heading to court for an appeal of 
his case. Luckily Mr. Papillo caught this neglect the day the offender was heading to court and called my 
member to inform her of what was going on. We thank Mr. Papillo for his concern and quick action. 

Mr. Papillo is the INDEPENDENT voice of crime victims in this great state, many of whom have been 
silenced by their offender as in my uncle's case. To limit Mr. Papillo's authority would be a grave injustice 
to the victims of crime in our state. 

I ask for your support to vote YES on all aspects of this bill. We, the crime victims in CT need your 
continued support on this bill as well as others you will see in the near future. Your support for this bill is 



support for CT crime victims. We want our rights honored and respected and this bill is a great step in the 
right direction. 

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. I will be happy to try and answer any questions for the 
Judiciary Committee if you have any. 

Sincerely, IWS&$ 
Kimberly ~ u i d ~ u i h t ,  President 
Survivors of Homicide, Inc. 


