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FROM: Janet A. Pellegrho 
I8 Niles Street 
Westerly, R.1.02891 

TO: The Judiciary Committee 

1 would appreciate attention to this leztet which is in reference to Raised Hc use Bill No. 5799. "An Act 
Concerning Crime Victims and The Victim Advocate.". This bill i s  pending before you at this time. 

Because my family suffer4 the tragic loss of a vay  intricate member of our h i l y ,  our Mother. due to 
negligent homicide, we a9 a family h o w  weU what it is to experience the 'k ilkn h u g h  the criminal 
justice system. Unfortunately, it was not pleasant experience for us all. m a  we thought was a very clear 
cut caso of complete negligence and a case where justice would be rapidly sc rved turned out to be the mosl 
heart wenching and honifying year and a half our livcs. By the time our mu thers case came to COUR and 
ended . our family felt as if we were the ones who committed the &me. 

On February 26,2004, our Mother, Sophie C. Pellegrino was three quarters I lf the way across a pedestrian 
crosswalk. She ww on her way to church that morning as she did every mon ling. There were two othm on 
that crosswaUc as well. Our mother was struck by a 17 year old driver, Britta ny Anderson, who obviously 
was not paying attention to the fact that she was in a school mne and crossu alk area. Our mother was 
struck by this young girl's vehicle and sustained life threatening injuries. Sho : succumbed to her injjuries 
later that morning. 

1 would like to bring your ancntion to Section 4 ofthis proposed Bill. If p: ssed. Section 4 would allow 
the victim advocate and other agencies to be able to obtain records. T can nc t address how important it is 
for the victim to have this passed In our case it waq likc pillling teeth to gel any information concerning 
our mothers uncalled for death. First of all we were never conlacted by the 1 rosecuting Attorneys Oflice in 
New London Ct. A few months had passed aflcr our mother wns killed and I ime was just elapsing away. 1 
had to demand an appointment with thcsc pcoplc. Our family had questions md we had every ri&t to know 
what was going on. We kept bcing put off. Finally I called the head of Sccl on B. Attorney Kevin Kane 
and demanded a mecting. We simply wanted to know why nothing was bein ; done concerning the girl who 
killed our mothcr. Wl~en our family amved with questions for the prosecuti ig attomcys we received a very 
pompous attitude. We met with Atty. Mary Jenn Kanabis and Insector Karei Vallaincourt. The Victim 
Advocate Ress HR~S was also present. 'Illis meeting was vcry upsetting bec u~se my family was under 
tremendous grief and thc last thing we expected fiom thc authorities was to t e handlcd in a manner that 
nothing we n~eded to know was of any importance. Every single qucslion w : put on the table conccrning 
my mothers death was irrelevant to them. Hcrc, a woman is killed in a crow walk, in a school 7 ~ n c  ...y et to 
the prosecuting attorneys, nothing mattcrcd. It did not matter if shc was goi~ g 10 mph ot 20 rnph. [t did 
not matter if thcrc were niimemus state signs up warning of a school zone or crosswalk. Thc sun was a key 
issuc in this magic accident. Thcy wanted all of us to bclicve that the gin wa 3 in thc girl's eyes and that 
these things just happen. WE brought questions to the table about the sun, s ~ c h  as, if the slm werc in h ~ r  
cycs why would this driver not have her visors down? Why would this drivc r not have nn one of the two 
pairs of sunglasses on that were fnund in their cases in the car? Why didn't anyone elsc have a problem 
with thc sun that day? Rut you scc, none of this mattered to  he prosecuting inorncys. Sadly enougll, it did 
no1 even matter when thc kcy wimess, the gentleman who was on the crossw ilk with his wife and my 
mother screamed. "Oh my God. that S.O.R. is not soing to stop." Even mol c pathetic, Brimey Andcrson 
received a speeding tickct in May of 2004, a mcrc hrce months after she kil cd our mother. That specding 
ticket was issucd to her ,just feet from the crosswalk she had killed our moth1 r in just three months back. 

. That incidcnt did not matter either to thc prosecuting aorneys. Tt was clear cut and obvious that the state 
prosecuting attorneys officc in New London. C t  wanted our hrnily to "GO , i WAY". This is  where the 
victim advocate needs to be able to stcp in and obtain necessary rccotds. W : as a m i l y  fklt as i f  wc had. 
no one on our side whcn wc IcR that ofice that day. Wc fclt that the girl res ~onsihle was going to get away 
with killing our mother. 
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Although my mothcr died in Fcbruary of 2004, the warrant for Negligent Ha nicide was not issucd until 
Novembcr of 2004. Nine months had passcd and wc were reccivjng no info1 mation at all from New 
London. Our h i l y  receivcd the biggcst m around in our lives %om the PI ~secuting attomcys office in 
New Londn, Ct. We evm had two attorneys pnsent to mcet with thc prose :dng team and they reccivcd 
the same pompous attitude that wc did as an innocent family trying to make ,ome form of sense why action 
was not being taken against this negligmt driver. 1 can not even begin to cx ,lain the fccling of bcing "up 
aeinst a rock and a hard place.'' Yct the entirc dcath of my mother was suc 1 a clean cut case of negligence. 
The backroom bargaining betwecn prosecuting attorneys and defensc attorn zys was enough to make us 
sick. This is why a Victim advocate needs to have acccss to everything and mything to do with Ihe case. 
Our Victim Advocatc hnd her hands tied. It appeared that she relatcd to wh: t the proseciiting attorneys 
would tcll us and thc information she had to work with was slim LO none. TIC only legs we had to stand on 
were our om.  

Wc are people who had no history with the criminal justice system and wc vpere looking up to them to 
enforcc justice In our case. We got the complcte oppositc treatment . I wan1 you all to be awarc that tire 
warrant for negligent homicidc was issucd in Novembcr of 2004 in the deatl~ of my mothcr. N W ,  months 
after she died. It would have never gone out at all had 1 not fought for it as did. When I clearly saw tlie 
treatment wc were receiving %om the State Pmsccmrs Officc I decided to vrite a complaint lettcrto their 
si~periors. 1 sent the complete casc and treatment that we wax receivmg to 9ttomey General of thc State of 
Cnnnccticut, Richatd Blumenthal and the same letter to thc Chief Statc Attcmey, Christopher Murano. As a 
hrnily we were reaching out to any one who would look into this terrihlc ex perience we were having in 
Ncw London and act on it. 

Prior to sending our complaints to their superiors I decide to investigate this girl on my own. It comes to 
be that this girl responsible fm cnding our Mom's life had quire the history md tlle New London 
Prosecuting Attorney's Office was well aware of it. This girl had pmviousl, 1, at thc age of 14-1 5 had been 
arrested for theft twice. At the age of 16 she was arrested for DIJI. She als I was involved in an accident 
while driving with a permit. Shc had totaled a car fiom behind. There wa i not an adult with her in the 
vchicle and state law clearly statcs that an adult has to he in the vehicle whc n the driver has only apermit in 
possession. T IC  sad situation is if they had taken this DUI seriously at age 16 and held hcr fiom getting a 
license until 18 or 21 our mother would bc hcte today. But The state prose ;utors knew all about her past 
arrests and a11 of them were hidden. She also had a latc night beer and alco iol party at her mother's home 
aftcr she went through all of her DUI classes and rcccived an amst Cw risk of ipjury to a m.inor. Thc police 
arrested 50 minors scrambling into the woods in back of her homc. This c'large was nicely tossed out of 
court as well. The case OF our mothers death would have never made it bef )re n judge had 1 not fought as 
hard I d.id to bring somc form of justicc to our Mother's dcath. This  fight t ,r justice wa. not for revenge.. . .. 
You see, my Mothcr was going to chluch that morning. She was crossing f .om the St. Michael's Catholic 
Sc!:nn! !n !!?c C!. h.!jch~!?r; Cnllr~!!!: C!?:!r:!: ...: ~mgg-.r?!l: ?!re$ f y f ~  ~Ime. :? r12y 1 ~ :  ~ 2 2 ! : : 2 :  :c)lnr:! -----... . . . . -  
z:.-.ic:l;l. z!2 fex w;: <zfid ~his :,$;>=jd haspcii zgciz !f grip:=,;; ,+A~~~!> . cr!d so Eiircie~c! Jri;!e ~ k l ~ : : l t  
-4- - .. . . -. .. - '. 
;:% z r t ~  <+in cia: c-;.p~di%~ tick= Z , P ! ~ ~ ?  ki2itd p?mc-2;. . - 

Vicrlmr: 9f tr?.nlr - ~cr!.'=:% !it? t ! : ~  cnCn!!r hfz!t?:arn%rl :kc !!pz~ct !:e!~ +:: t! 'he .A.c!\;~cz!~:. !!!c nrreh-e!! 
- ..c - 7 -I"' n. ?!! ~ r z e f l  : ,. ,,;; tn ?!.n a:.--. .. "s, ..,I ..T h. . , .... . -"-'-'“ .- ...- ,-..-: rijd $~ma!\.<~d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ y : ~ ~ ~  ?&,!?. I>:.!n -,;)ii li;7~::: ~k":. si: 
!!??.l.v~! ?.?-.- hi!!. ! rccci~er! re.Tnnrct: finm SP??~= .rh.rz-rc: !!!e hrrt h z c  n_o-r E~cr t? ! ,  ! Y P C O ~ * : ~  . 
:.re>nncs.c =-.-.:? ?''A <'hi.& Seztr f,z.:.m.:?:- C!!-irt~p$~- ?.A~ra> . LC +-z< ? Eiiold I ~~~ !m: fin1 from 6: .-" .,-.. "-.. :!\.-I. 2 :r" -....-. . . .. - 
NPY !.nndc?~ PICPPC!ISIT?~ .*.En~710-!~ nff .re  fn i n f n z  mn tkc ~!i?r?-?: !P ! m ~  !cdinfc!r(? !?ehc c i n n !  224. c t v .  - - - 
IL,I~= ! ..-.. tn [5n f?!!;~.; 78  1';' !?q -r~~nn: ; ( > I  r (ylh.<p! r : ~n  : :: '! ! !!! 'ra-e.i.- --.---.-.- ,. .. -., . >=::L-.I~- .., -- ;:...,u..~: . . .-. F L -- : :, ,n\,~-a:: -.-. .. . . -  .--.. . . . ::-.: V ~ E :  ;:I: a ~ B C !  
cnzkrmA, r'hc!~ 2nd :he - I=Z?C M'Iz~!! rin!?t +?em. Lccv! -.v!?.t +!rz+ k? T! g t  ir ?.&?-!!cT!C. \?!y :c!:n!!!(! - .  
[.. wi..ojp[ 1??:j fii.2.!ie: :;~~jb~!i:;+ i.,~;!~ 2.2 525; in the f=i:inn rhii!. i i,id ~5 j u z ? ; ~ .  S;W~-J? '>iz i j  u 

?"?r!.~ d!? !Firh'm !?d:lrc?.t !?nedc tr: hrve Ecctec rn F!F,nE!lh!C! fins. !xrrrr!e f?!! !.!! my c!?cr.: 
. - .- .I  --* -c.$ ..,. : . . 

::i.: .-,-- -. : gid. n 4 . 2 ~  c;.~ooic -+ji?,c fin.! G!~n;s+-$~~  i n  E t r p J c  ~r:e;lt 85 L-c kid:?aSPd- ?f i;.2:i have . . --..-- ----.-. ?-=:r :3 3 t . . - h : : Z  =z-.;??.-.r.-==!. I< !c :?;s? ;-.;;:.-!-. ;:.-.= k&=,~,??:;$q.-, PC.-! :I-. : =:=-: !P:$ +!%;r-n a ::!.-t:x ==.?: :- .----. ..-4.- ... I -.I ..... - .............-... .- ... L. I.... ...- .-... ......- ..._.....-....,, ....? .I._ . -_. _._...- .. ..-..... ..---.. .._ .. - 
2 E;-cz3cns zzIpk&~ zqd Icl': f;..:!izc 26 if sLN<-!'; yi: Cf t!hP :??G;;s~?; lis: ca.=ncd !hi\: dc:.:;" ';'!;, d5-j . . - . .. 
9pl;5.25 im5c;;.:.r&r;. i c  %.:en 5.5 fj!iZd. 



R e c e i v e d :  3 / 2 0 / 0 6  1 0 : 3 3 ;  4 0 1 5 9 6 6 9 7 0  - >  OFFICE OF VICTIM ADVOCATE; Page 4 

03/ 21/ 2006 08: 08 4015966970 PRINTING PLUS PAGE 04 

Respect for the victim should be a number onc issuc addressed. At one poin during the court C~SC,  lhc 
defense attorney wantcd to obtain youthful oflcnder status for his clicnl. Ag. lin our h i l y  fought for this 
not to happen hccausc we felt that this littlc girl had been dven sevcral than, :es already hy thc courts to 
clean up her acl conccming her negligent history. Plus, she had showcd zerr remorse for hcr aclions and 
obtained rhc additional speeding tickct after our mother's death 1 s~~brnitted lefters and facts to the judge 
on how the courts previously handled her and how it wa.. not effective. Whal disturhcd our family was that 
it was a pmsecuting attorney who felt that it was "just fine " and th& '%he sav no problem with" this girl to 
have youthfa1 offcnder status. Because, 1 was the type of person that nccdcc I to know why he felt that 
youthfill offender status would bc suitable. I phoned him onc day and this is the responsc I rcceived. Irere 
is where a Victim Advocate nccds to be able to step in and help. 1 should have never had to make that call 
to Prosecuting Atty. Hauscr but [ as a victrm needing to know WHY a hose :uting Attorney wol~ld so easily 
agree to this status knowing very well thai Brittney had quite a history and k lowing wcll that if she was 
granted this status my mother's death would not bc on her record AT ALL! 3y his  time in my "walk 
through the criminal justice system", being intimidated by their attitudes, no longer bothered me. T simply 
askcd this Prosccuting Atty. "Why i s  it Attorney that you feel dlat Brinncy , ~nderson should be gwtcd this 
status?" A very simple qucstion 7 1 thought so. but the rcsponsc was: "WI ,at do yo11 want us to do with 
this girl7 For Christ Sake, my mother is dead too.. .gct over il!" I expected his sought of a rcsponse 
becausc that is nn example of the exact treatment wc ns victims received fro1 I day onc of any questions we 
as victims may have had. They use angcr or intimidation to throw the victin off. This is exactly whme a 
victim Advocate needs to be able to stcp in and demand the respect for lhc ictim. Most people wnl~ld 
have been intimidated by his rcsponse. Personally. by this timc and all that (lur hmily had witnessed and 
experienced nothing rcally surprised me and it just made mc cvcn that more ;urious and focused rm gciling 
justicc scrvcd in this case. IIe made it complctcly obvious that I had been a %om in their sidc but why 
should any victim have to he a thorn in anyonc's sidc? 1 had to because in n y eyes somcthing was wrong 
aid as a victim I was not getting any answers, By tliis time during thc walk hrough this system 1 had 
already expmienccd thc rudeness so it no longer frightened or angcrcd mc . . ..I knew the questions 1 needed 
answers to and 1 did not care wliose feet I was stcpping on, It was my motht r that got killed in a crosswalk 
and this was not a game to me or just anothw casc passing through New Lo1 don. This was no longcr a 
case that was going to be swept undcr thc carpct as they hoped ... this girl w s not going to gct away with 
this as the courts allowed everything clsc in hcr past. They knew that at th s point after exp~ricncing from 
February 2004 rude statcmcnrs, pompous attitudes and complete ignorance to any questions I had that I 
would go to any Icngth to find oul what 1 needed answers to. AGATN.. . . . .. vhy should thc victim have to 
be spoken to in this manner? How do you think it felt when hc askcd mc sacastically, 'YOU got your 
money. what do yo11 want from us?" By this sla:lcmenl, hc mcant an jnsuran~ e settlement. And I reminded 
him thnc il had nothing to do with the criminal case and the question [ had as <ed him. Again Ire pompously 
reminded me of his 25 years in the legal field and reminded me that I had no 7e. This mannerism should 
never reach the victim. But. in the same rcspect, doesn't it go to show that omcthing was rcally rrancn in 
Denmark in the New 1.ondm Prosecuting Altomcys Office7 And i t  ccrtainl:. did noL take 25 ycars of lcgnl 
experience to see that something was not right. BUT, bottom linc, tSlc victin I needs to bc spared of this type 
of aggravation. In all cascs, h c  Victim Advocalc nccds to be ablc LO take ac (ion effectively when a victim 
is spoken to in this mmncr. 1 received my day in coun to speak and it felt 8 bod to point people out and let 
them know how inappropriate their behavior towards the family was from d; y one. 

Thc criminal casc concerning my mothcrs dcath has comc to a closc. Miss / .ndcrson did scrvc a rcn day 
sentence as part of her penalty . Jail time was granted because of the additional speeding ticket which she 
obtained three months afier she killed our mcrthcr. She also 1oz;t her license i n  drive for one year follnwed 
by a two ycar probation . This is cffcctivc for all States. Shc also needs to a ttcnd public safcfy classc3 and 
olhcr classcs in connection with Negligent Homicide. As a family, wc are lcascd that this is rmc crime 
commincd that this girl has not goacn away with. This death is on her rccor 1. What is frightening, 
howcver, is casc camc closc to bcing tosscd out. Had it not bem for ficrcel sceking answers and 
information and contacting superiors and having the strength and drive Miss Anderson w o ~ ~ l d  have walked 

' away from this as she did a11 her other offenses. Sadly, the courts allow it to happen. 

As victim of a ttagic accidcnl which look my mothm life we ask you to tak : serious considenrion of the 
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Bill pcnding before you at this timc. At present I am submitting a name of a othcr victirn who 1 am in 
contacr with through my work who lost a .sister to an intoxicated driver. Thit victim is taking hex ''walk'' 
through the New London Criminal justice systcm at present. She too is gettb ~g the exact run around t h t  I 
received and the exact attitude from the authorities. It appears that thcre are Aenty of laws protected the 
ones who commit the crime .... can we please see this bill passcd ? It is the victim who truly needs the 
support. 

Sincerely. 
Janet A. Pellcgrino 
Daughter of the Late Sophie C. Pcllegrino 


