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Senator Andrew McDonald 
Representative Michael Lawlor 
Chairs of the Judiciary Committee 
State of Connecticut 
General Assembly 
Hartford, Ct 06 1 06 

Dear Sirs, 

Distinguished Members of the committee I am here today to 
speak in support of House Bill #5542. 

I am the President of the Corrections Supervisors' Council. Our 
union represents 600 supervisors in the Department of Correction 
(Lieutenants, Training Officers, Captains, and Counselor Supervisors). 
I have been a member of the Department of Correction for 16 $4 years. 
I have worked at the following facilities Niantic CI, Brooklyn CC, 
York CI, Corrigan CC, Radgowski CC, Gates CI and Bergin CC. 

It is my honor to speak for this piece of needed legislation. 
Since the closing of Nonvich State Hospital and Fairfield Hills the 
Department of Correction has experienced an increasing number of 
mentally ill inmates. This increase has put a great burden on our 
members and on these inmates also. 

I believe this legislation will work to correct a great wrong. 
This wrong is the criminalization of mental illness. Inmates with 
certain mental illnesses used to be diverted by the courts to the 
aforementioned hospitals. The closing of these hospitals in conjunction 
with the downsizing of Connecticut Valley Hospital has led to an 
unavailability of beds for people so disposed to be incarcerated as a 
last avenue of protection for them and the general public. 

Currently there are over 3000 inmates incarcerated with 
diagnoses of mental illness. This has resulted in the requirement of the 
Department of Correction dedicating a correctional facility for inmates 
with mental illness. This facility services approximately 650 inmates. 
The rest of the so designated inmates are in general population around 
the state. This begs the question "Why did we close psychiatric 
facilities if the need still exists". 

I feel this is a form of socio-economic discrimination as those 
with the ability to have medical insurance have better access to 
treatment if you belong to the working poor and can not afford such 






