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~i&hm'* McDonald, Chairman Lawlor, m b e &  of WQgpmittee, thank you 
for the opp6&ty to testify before your committee thi&&m~&IY name is Jim 
Taricani, a& I an investigative reporter for WJAI&$~ telfllion station based in 
Providence, :Rht@e Island that is owned an operated $4 Universal, Inc. I am a 
Connecticut ttatiq~, having been raised in Newingtqk 
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I am hwe tt) speak in support of H.B. 5 2 1 # h  A& CONCERNING FREEDOM , .::. -, .p 
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>..,' *: I've be& a &porter for 32 y-. For $'st  of mY&ueer in broadcast and some ,.- ,,- ' . .I '. 
print journalisn$ . . . .  I hbve specialized in invesb$atlvp repo$hg. , .:.‘ :+ -- ... %,,,: .>. 
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D~~~ &Y wee ,  I have used necessary - to prod& ... :.. # 

stories that were iplpGpnt to the :.L. ,;,: 
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I don't l i k h  h e  wnfidential s$mes, and I oa&$.ell you that most joum@*&l 
the same way. w$d like everyone am$ everything to %on the record 3 
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But sometiGles &specially *en it comes to on the gov&e5t and 
. . , corporate America 4:!thdhnly .? way $S get important inf&ation is' to a 
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So these sources call a reporter whom they can trust, and they ask for a promise of 
confidentiality. 

news managers go through a detailed 
process of evaluating from the source, and then the need 
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to grant a promise are made. T'hat'sbur policy at 
NBC. * 
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In the f&'of 2000, I made such a promise to a &me. The soypi5'had a videotape "%+ . .., 
. 

. . . - which he OM&& legally in the discovery process as &defense t4@&-neY - that showed . +. )id - .  
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ixhigh-mdchg$ity official in Providence, Rhode Island &king s@,000 cash bribe, in his < -  
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gd "& 06%. from a @usinessman .- working undercover for the $1. .., $. 
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%was kstartling example of public corruption. 1&JQart of a broader FBI Ti 

investiga&n i& corruption in the administration of foqer pib-ce Mayor Vincent 
Buddy ciGCi. fj; r:, 
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The @iPe&hsd been put under seal, but the dg p e r  did not cover the general 
public, inoltu$n&~eporters. Yo  It was legal for us to br&dqthe tape. :t 
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W e  at':w~&Z ~hannel 10, and officials fi& ~33~Pdecided that airing the tape .:. ,, , :? ,.. 

was in the public %@rest. We broadcast the t a d a n d  the# the judge ordemd an I.. .:.. .<.? 

i? (P- .]:"' investigation i&to ..:. +@re I got the tape. g ,;,;:.;i" 
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I have won many awards for my reporting, including four Emmy awards; and 
both the Edward R. Murrow award, and Press Freedom Award, from the Radio and 
Television News Directors Association. The awards are nice, but the true reward is 
knowing that my reporting . .5,~+. ~ z ~ ~ % k ~ d , e r l y i n g  stories to public attention. 
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As journalis@<& do not believe we a r a k v e  the law. But our founding fathers 
recognized the sdkl .::;<-- role we play in society, and they enshrined that role in the First 
Amendment. ::i: 
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-As we all kno*, an informed citizenry is one of the ,...: -.-:, 
wli&~porkr$do their jobs, and inform tb public to how, those 
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repor& shodd not have to face jail for upholding 2 : 3. 
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source. The j&ng of reporters is common in :q 
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not suPposgd t&happen here. (, 
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and to pass a 
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