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H. B 5212, AN ACT CONCERNING FREEng)M g‘? THE PRESS

Chmrman McDonald, Chairman Lawlor, membeg% of the ‘Gmmmmee, thank you
for the oppm'tufuty to testify before your committee ﬂns aftemmm,fMy name is Jim
Taricani, angd I am an investigative reporter for WJAR}a telev’ ision station based in
Providence, Rhode Island that is owned an operated g‘y NBE Universal, Inc. Iama
Connecticut natlvc, having been raised in Ncwmgtoﬁ’.

e
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Iam here t{a speak in support of H.B. 52135AN A
OF THE PRBSS W

I’ve bcen a reporter for 32 years. For xfg;ost of myiﬁ:areer in broadcast and some
print Joumahsm, I have specialized in mvesh‘gahvc repo

During my cm;eer, I have used co: Klentlal sourc@s when necessary — to produce 2 ’
stories that were impca;rtant to the cmzens four vxewmggarea. :

Idon’t hke,to use confidential sgurces and I can;iell you that most Joumgh
the same way. We d hke everyone anqi everything to bq‘é’on the record.

But sometxmes f,;especlally when it comes to reﬁ‘omng on the govgnmem and
corporate Awmerica - the*enly way | tﬁ get important mfoi“"matxon is'to ge ﬁ’ﬁ'om a

conﬁdentlal source. ¥ % &
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. People becom& soqrces ﬁ)r one primary reason“‘ they see wrongdomg, and they
want sométhing done’ @boﬂ’t it, *fI'hese witnesses to unej cal begﬁ‘vwﬁ’ Qr even crimes,
often fear. for their Jobs ax;dﬁin some extreme cases, thgﬁ* h — if their names L
become assccxawd w1tIi theagmpomant information theg,have;‘x 414' L
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They dom’t Awan ’ o go to the police, because tl;é}‘fslm eventually thg;xmames
; wlll become publit; ﬂu‘aﬁgh witness statements. U ot
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So these sources call a reporter whom they can trust, and they ask for a promise of
confidentiality.

Most reporters and editorswuid:brgadcast news managers go through a detailed
process of evaluatmg thﬂsicfedlblhty of the nifarmation from the source, and then the need
to grant a promise of#:onﬁdentlahty before such*péomlses are made. That’s our policy at

NBC. %,

1‘:‘(

In the fal! of 2000, I made such a promise to a sgmce The soy had a v1deotape
- which he obtamed legally in the discovery process as ?rsdefense @%ey that showed
ahlgh-rankmg:mty official in Providence, Rhode Island ﬁkmg a,sl 000 cash bribe, in his
office, from a busmessman working undercover for the ﬁr

It Was a,sta.rﬂmg example of public corruption. I{*wa&fagart of a broader FBI
mvestlgaﬁon mto corruption in the administration of foriper Pro%ce Mayor Vincent

Buddy Claﬁm zef ,‘éﬂ*&lﬁx
The fap&s had been put under seal, but the segkin i %ﬂ er did not cover the general ;
public, inclu@in ;reporters It was legal for us to brgfadcasgthe tape. ‘;

We at WIAR Channel 10, and officials ﬁqﬁ. NBC"f‘dcclded that airing the tape
was in the public ﬁatemest We broadcast the tape.§ and theg the judge ordered an
investigation mto w}uere I got the tape. &

r‘!:

I reﬁlsed to tcveal my source. Eventqﬁlly, 1 was lf"gld in civil contempt and fined .
$85,000. I was thcn;held in criminal conterxipt and scnt@ced to six months home A
confinement. Had I zxot been a heart transplant rcc1p1ent§,»the judge would have sentenqed -
me to jail. Iwas relefised after four months ¥ &
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This was a}l m'federal court. Inf_xstate court, things likely would have beep?
different, because Rhode Island does l@ve a shield law thiat respects a pmms%éf ;
confidentiality betweerﬂa journalist agd a source. And Ehave used conﬁdc tral saurccs
more than 100 tlmeé durmg my career for many 1mportant stories. F o

.. Ibaveused cenﬁﬂent;al sgixrcm to produce stoz%es on illegal tgﬁcﬁaste
dumpmg » # A
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I have use&,gonﬁdentlal sources to report on ppbl;,gfcox;fhpnon. Just last year, on&™ .
of my reports ong e Island state senator whose W@% for sale helped Jead {0 8.
. federal mvestxgatmn,'aﬁ,mdlctment, and a guilty plea ggﬁ‘ruptwn chq&geé‘
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I have won many awards for my reporting, including four Emmy awards; and
both the Edward R. Minrow award, and Press Freedom Award, from the Radio and
Television News Directors Association. The awards are nice, but the true reward is
knowing that my reporting Q;;‘tr‘rfh*cr&gdprlying stories to public attention.

As Joumahst%«’we do not believe we are abqve the law. But our foundmg fathers
recognized the special role we play in society, and ihcy enshrined that role in the Flrst
Amendment. 3

Bl

Sometlxpw reporters need to use confidential soi ces to kqafj cltlzens informed.

As we all know, an informed citizenry is one of the bedrdcks of ﬁur democracy. And
wheéi reporter§do their jobs, and inform the public aboutf hat;a‘t needs to know, those
reporters shOui:d not have to face jail for upholdmg a proﬁxse gif confidentiality to a
source. ‘Fhe Ja&hng of reporters is common in some countrie: sa;ound the world, but it’s
not supposed 1:0 hﬂppen here. ek;@
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In my opamon, reporters and news orgamzatlopé desgrve legal protection in order
to do our Jobs, and to keep the citizens informed abo i pﬁfrtant issues.
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Remcmbet Watergate. Remember Enron. &emeni})er the secret wiretapping of
American citizens; All these stories were brou lightibecause of confidential
sources. As a"l ilt the public and other branché§ of gové‘mment became informed, and
could then take:appropnate action. ‘
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Iurge yéu tajjoin Rhode Is]and, and Néw York, a)ﬁd most of the rest of the nation,
and to pass a shmld Iaw for reporters in Coﬁecucut &
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simply for d:gmg their jobs.

Af_,

Please dox_g’t xi_;';_ake reporters vic tu%s
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