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Raised Bill No. 432: An Act Establishing a Demonstration Project for an Office of 
Administrative Hearings 

This bill would establish an independent office to oversee and conduct administrative 
hearings that are currently held by certain agencies. The bill would transfer the Human 
Rights Referees to the Office of Administrative Hearings. While the establishment of 
such an office is a policy decision for the determination of the legislature and the 
Governor, the Human Rights Referees do not oppose their inclusion in such an agency. 

The Commission's administrative hearings are conducted by Human Rights Referees, 
who issue final decisions that are not subject to review and approval by the 
Commission. The administrative hearings are often lengthy and the statutes and case 
law addressing discrimination are very complex. Consequently, the Human Rights 
Referees have developed an expertise in the area of discrimination law. The 
Commission will not lose the benefit of the Human Rights Referees' expertise and the 
Referees will continue to be available to the Commission because the bill would require 
the chief administrative law judge to assign the Cornmission's discrimination cases to 
those administrative law judges who have the expertise in the area of discrirr~ination 
law. 


