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Good afternoon. My name is Stephen Ment and I am here to testify on behalf of 

the Judicial Branch in regards to Senate Bill 154, An Act implementing the 

Recommendations of the Interagency Task Force on Trafficking in Persons. The 

Judicial Branch has concerns with the bill as drafted. 

The Judicial Branch is sympathetic to victims of trafficking, and largely supports 

the findings and recommendations of the interagency task force. To this end, 

representatives of the Judicial Branch have met, and will continue to meet, with the 

proponents of this bill. 

Sections 6 and 7 of the bill would authorize the Judicial Branch's Office of Victim 

Services (OVS) to work with community providers to provide services to victims of 

trafficking who require high security protection. The Judicial Branch believes that OVS 

ought to be able to assist trafficking victims in recovering expenses incurred as a result 

of the crime, and we have attached hereto an amendment that would accomplish that 

purpose. However, we do not believe that OVS is the appropriate contracting agency 

for finding and providing shelter for the trafficking victim, or providing security for 

victims, once housing is secured. 

The primary responsibilities of OVS are to: 

Provide financial help to crime victims for out-of-pocket expenses related 

to the crime, 
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Provide court-based assistance which includes advocacy during court 

proceedings and notifying victims of their rights, and 

Notify crime victims about changes in inmate status. 

While OVS does provide funding to community-based agencies to provide services 

such as crisis intervention and counseling, we have no expertise or experience in 

providing the type of services outlined in the bill. We are particularly troubled by any 

implication in the bill that OVS would be responsible for ensuring the safety of any 

individual in need of high security protection. OVS has neither the experience nor the 

personnel to provide such a crucial service. 

In lieu of providing funding to OVS for this aspect of the proposal, we would 

respectfully request that the Committee examine other options - perhaps the Chief 

State's Attorney's office - so that they can create something based on their witness 

protection program for trafficking victims. This would provide security for the victims, 

and since these individuals may be called upon to be witnesses, it seems as if there is a 

logical nexus. 

Again, the Judicial Branch supports the intent of this bill, and would be most 

willing to work with the proponents to arrive at a mutually-agreeable solution. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 



Proposed Amendment to Senate Bill 154 

Section 54-201 of the general statutes is repealed and the following is 

substituted in lieu thereof: 

(1) "Victim" means (A) a person who is injured or killed as provided in 

section 54-209 [;I , or (B) a person who has been subjected to the crime of 

trafficking, - as defined by section 1 of this bill; 

(2) "Personal injury" means (A) actual bodily harm and mental anguish 

which is the direct result of bodily injury and includes pregnancy and any 

condition thereof, or (B) injury to a guide dog or assistance dog owned or kept by 

a blind or disabled person; 

(3) "Dependent" means any relative of a deceased victim or a person 

designated by a deceased victim in accordance with section 1-56r who was 

wholly or partially dependent upon his income at the time of his death or the 

child of a deceased victim and shall include the child of such victim born after his 

death; 

(4) "Relative of any person" means the spouse, parent, grandparent, 

stepparent, child, including natural born, step and adopted, grandchild, brother, 

sister, half brother, half sister or spouse's parents; 

(5) "Crime" means any act which is a felony, as defined in section 

53a-25, or misdemeanor, as defined in section 53a-26, and includes any crime 

committed by a juvenile. 


