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Good afternoon, Senator McDonald, Representative Lawlor, and 

distinguisl~ed ineillbers of the Judiciary Committee. My nanle is Lisa 

Holden and I am the Executive Director of the Coilnecticut Coalitioi~ 

Against Doinestic Violence. I ail1 llei-e today to support Raised Bill 154 - 

AN ACT CONCERNING THE INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE ON 

TRAFFICKING PERSONS and Raised Bill 154-AN ACT 

IMPLEMENTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 

INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE ON TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS. 
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CCADV is a statewide network coinprised of eighteen doinestic violence 
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programs. Our ille~nber programs, 1.ocated tlu-ougl~out the state, provide 
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comprel~ensive services to victinls of donlestic violence that include legal 
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For the past year and a half CCADV chaired the Victim Services sub-committee of the Iilterageilcy 

Task Force on Trafficking in Persons. The Victiill Services sub-committee was coinprised of 

experts fiom inally victim seivice fields including sexual assault, domestic violeilce, immigration, 

health, faith based and other social service organizations. It was our taslt to research and create a 

visioil for a victim service delivery system that would address the ~mique needs of trafficlting 

victims. Outreach to victiills proved to be challenging as humai~ trafficking is an "~~ndergro~~nd" 

crime and victiins are not given access to public places and media. 

Today we ask you to continue to support the ongoing work of this important taslt force. More 

specifically, we ask for your support of the followiilg next steps in our efforts to reach out to 

trafficked victii~ls throughout Connecticut. We support: 

a victim security accouilt for the pui-pose of providing services for victiins who 

require emergency, high security protection; 

iiulding to the Pennailent Coinmission on the Status of Woinen and the Police 

Officer Standards and Training Couilcil to develop a training program on trafficlting 

in persons and make such training prograin available to the Divisioil of State Police 

withi11 the Depai-tinent of Public Safety, local police departments and community 

organizations; and 

ongoing coi~sultation with govenlineiltal and i ~ o i ~ g o v e i ~ ~ i ~ ~ e i ~ t a l  orgailizatioils to 

develop I-ecommendations to strengtl~ei~ state and local efforts by addressing issues 

such as medical and related professional services, legal services and pro:ections, 

safe housii~g and shelter, and protection while in custody. 



CCADV remaills colll~llitted to assist in taking the Iilterageilcy Task Force on Trafficltiilg in 

Persoils to the next level. 

Thailk you. 


