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Good afternoon Chairmen Lawlor and McDonald and members of the Judiciary 

Committee. I am here today to voice my strong support for H.B. 5812 AN ACT 

CONCERNING THE REGISTRATION AND SUPERVISION OF SEXUAL 

OFFENDERS. Eleven years ago, this committee, the state legislature, and I passed 

landmark legislation that created one of the nation's first sex offender registries. This 

legislation has come to be known as Megan's Law. 

At the time, I had the honor to meet and work with Megan's mother, the 

courageous Mrs. Maureen Kanka, to help make Megan's Law a national model. Also 

there from the beginning has been by good friend and the state's good friend Dr. Henry 

Lee. Dr. Lee's good advice and expertise was crucial in the passage of this legislation in 

1995. Megan's Law continues to evolve and improve with each change we make. 

I am passionate about this issue because sex offenders present a unique insidious 

risk to society, particularly to our children. And when it comes to protecting our 

children, we can and must do everything in our power to keep them safe from sexual 

predators. There are currently over 4,000 convicted sex offenders living in Connecticut, 

and they are paying the price under Megan's Law. 



My peers and I have spoken with people on the front lines, with prosecutors, 

police, doctors, and directors 01 facilities that evaluate and treat children who have been 

sexually abused. 

We have asked them what they need to do their jobs more effectively and 

efficiently. HB 5 8 12 is the product of these conversations. 5 8 12 not only provides 

needed improvements to the online registry, but also provides more resources to law 

enforcement to keep track of sex offenders and provides resources to Child Advocacy 

Centers and Multi Disciplinary Teams. 

First and foremost, we need to do a better job preventing repeat sex offenses. We 

begin by making certain that our on-line sex offender registry is state-of-the-art, and that 

it includes clear, updated information that is useful to the public. This bill, also, requires 

that risk level assessments be conducted for each offender. This will better identify the 

threat that each individual offender poses to public safety. HB 58 12, also, looks at using 

permanent commitment in more cases for the most violent sex offenders, for the worst- 

of-the-worst. 

The law enforcement community tells us that if we want to keep track of these 

offenders, particularly those offenders that are transient, then we need to expand the 

specialized sex offender supervision units within the Judicial Department. We, also, need 

to increase the number of parole oficers assigned to supervise these offenders. HB 5812 

does just that. 

Finally, this bill provides funding for Child Advocacy Centers and Multi 

Disciplinary Teams. Later in the day, doctors, prosecutors and others will provide 



testimony on the work that CACs and MDTs do in evaluating and treating children who 

have been sexually abused. 

I'd like to thank the Chairs and the Committee Members for hearing HB 58 12 and 

look forward to working with the committee. Please contact either myself or my staff, if 

I may be of assistance. 


