
Dear members of the Judiciary Committee; 

I come here today to ask for your support of House Bill5812 before you. I am 
please to see a reform to an existing law in order to give it the finical support that 
it needs, VS creating a new law that will go unfunded or become unenforceable. 
Your support of this bill will provide the funding and staffing to the agencies 
charged with overseeing the safety of Connecticut's residents. In my case, a 
child. 

My story begins when my step son moved from PA to CT to live with his mother 
(my wife), and I. At that time he was on probation in the Juvenile court of PA, but 
some how he was never assigned to a probation officer here in CT. When my 
wife called and questioned the probation offices in both states, by the time it was 
all worked out, his probation period was over and there was noting that no one 
could do. 

As time went on, my wife had the feeling that her son was having some type of 
inappropriate behavior with our grandson whom we have custody of. When we 
contacted the police for help, they stated that there was nothing they could do 
with out some type of evidence. We then contacted The Aetna Foundation 
Children's Center who gave us some guidance, but told us that do to lack of 
funding, they were only limited to taking clients that were involved in active police 
cases. 

Our next call was to DCF. They offered two suggestions. First, was that they 
would come if we wanted and remove our grandson from the house if we felt we 
could not provide a safe environment for him. That's right, remove the victim and 
leave the attacker. Their second suggestion was to get a hotel room and my wife 
and I could take turns staying with him. Again, remove the victim and leave the 
attacker. 

' Realizing the emotional toll this was taking on our grandson, we knew that a 
therapist was needed. Have you ever tried to find a therapist to treat a four year 
old who has been sexually assaulted? With the help of our health insurance 
carrier, we called 62 therapists, only to be refused each time. During this time 
period my wife and I would take turns sleeping our grandson's bed room floor to 
protect him. How to you answer a four year old when he asked why there are 
pad locks on I-~is bedroom door? Talk about being a prisoner in your own home. 

Sixty-three was our lucky number. We found a therapist that was willing to help 
us, although she stated that her services would be limited because she did not 
feel comfortable working with a patient so young. . Fortunately she was able to 
get ol.lr grandson to tell his story. As required by law she reported us to the 
authorities and within 24 hours we had an active case with the local police 



department and DCF, and were now ordered to take our grandson to The Aetna . 
Foundation Children's Center for treatment. 

At the conclusion of the first meeting at the center, a DCF representative told my 
wife and I to sign a paper stating that we would not allow contact between the 
involved parties, if we did allow contact we would be arrested for putting our 
grandson at risk. I then turned and asked the police detective that with this 
paper, would they have the right to remove my step son from my property if he 
did show up. Her reply was no, that they could only enforce a court order. Once 
again we were in a very confusing and conflictirlg situation. 

My step son has been tried and convicted. My grandson is still in therapy and 
will be for quite some time. The Aetna Foundation Children's Center at St 
Frances Hospital has provided services above and beyond. 'They have provided 
training and education on how to handle situations that occur and what to expect 
in the coming years as well as tremendous support for the entire family. 

In a few years my step son will be released. I am sure that there are policies and 
procedures that need to be followed after his release. Will there be enough staff 
to make sure that they are all followed? Will there be programs available to give 
him treatment that he needs for his problems? Will there be a staff member in 
what ever department to keep tabs on him? 

I hope for someone's child that there is. 

Thank you fore your support. 


