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Chairman McDonald, Chairman Lawlor, and Members of the Committee, thank 

you for the opportunity to testify before your Committee this afternoon. My name is 

Karen Kaiser, and I am a Senior Counsel at Tribune Company, the parent company of 

The Hartford Courant. I am here to speak on behalf of Jack Davis, Publisher of The 

Hartford Courant, in support of House Bill No. 5212, An Act Concerning Freedom of the 

Press. Mr. Davis could not be here today due to prior commitments out of town, so he 

has asked me to read the following statement on his behalf, conveying the support of The 
. . 

Hartford Courant for House Bill No. 5212. 

* * * 

The Hartford Courant strongly and enthusiastically supports a reporter's shield 

law for the State of Connecticut, and in particular, the Bill introduced by Representative 

James Spallone. We firmly believe a reporter's privilege against compelled disclosure of 

confidential sources is essential to the fiee flow of information, which we so deeply value 

and rely upon in a democratic society. 



Throughout history, the public, and indeed, our government as well, have 

benefited enormously from the work of reporters. Much of that work simply could not 

have been accomplished without the use of confidential sources, and the promises of 

confidentiality that our reporters have needed to give to them. Confidential sources often 

were important in enabling The Courant to make its extensive disclosures about 

corruption in state government over the past two years. Compelling reporters to testie 

about these sources, or about their newsgathering activities generally, threatens the free 

flow of information, compromises every journalist's ability to report on the news, and 

undermines reporters' independence and credibility. 

It is imperative that journalists remain able to report on critical matters of public 

concern without fear of becoming witnesses against their sources, thus imperiling their 

access to information and their objectivity; without fear that they will become agents of 

fbture prosecutions, or investigative arms of the government or the courts; and without 

fear that they will be imprisoned for doing their job of informing the public. 

It is for these reasons that 3 1 states and the District of Columbia have passed 

legislation protecting journalists against such compelled disclosure, and many other states 

are currently introducing or considering their own versions of such statutes. The Hartford 

Courant believes the legislation set forth in H.B. 5212 provides courts with a clear, 

bright-line rule that can guide them through the critical balancing of the free flow of 



information with the needs of a particular case, while respecting the hndamental role of 

the First Amendment in our society. 


