General Assembly Raised Bill No. 1237

January Session, 2005 LCO No. 4033

04033 PH*

Referred to Committee on Public Health

Introduced by:
(PH)

AN ACT CONCERNING COMMUNITY-BASED MENTAL HEALTH
CARE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General

Assembly convened:
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Section 1. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2005) The Secretary of the Office of
Policy and Management shall contract for the development and
maintenance of a resource website, comparable to the network of care
recognized in the report of the President's New Freedom Commission
on Mental Health, that will help individuals, families and agencies
access mental health care and information. Such system shall include,
but not be limited to, the following components for children and
adults: (1) Comprehensive services directory; (2) updated information
on mental health diagnoses and treatments; (3) links to state and
national advocacy groups; (4) information on local, state and federal
legislation, administrative actions and court decisions related to
mental health; (5) information on public and private insurance
coverage; (6) information on programs and benefits, including
housing; (7) information on support, advocacy and legal assistance
agencies; (8) a secure personal folder for users to keep information
about their health care, community supports and other information.
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Such website shall be established and operational within three months
after the date a contract for development of the website is executed, or

on January 1, 2006, whichever is earlier.

Sec. 2. (Effective July 1, 2005) The Secretary of the Office of Policy and
Management shall provide funding to Infoline to expand its "Help Me
Grow" program that provides telephone screening and information to
link families with children from birth to five years of age that have
psychiatric disabilities with available community resources and
follow-up to determine whether families have accessed such resources.
On or before October 1, 2005, said program shall be expanded to serve
children up to eighteen years of age.

Sec. 3. (Effective July 1, 2005) The Secretary of the Office of Policy and
Management shall provide funding to create a program for adults with
psychiatric disabilities, comparable to the Infoline "Help Me Grow"
program for families with children that have psychiatric disabilities.
On or before October 1, 2005, said program shall be established and
implemented to provide telephone screening and information services,
identify available resources and follow-up services to determine
whether resources were accessed.

Sec. 4. (Effective July 1, 2005) The Governor's Prevention Partnership
shall provide funding to and work with appropriate state agencies and
professional associations to develop and implement, on or before
January 1, 2006, preservice and in-service training for parents, early
childhood providers, school and higher education professionals,
police, senior center staff and health care practitioners in pediatrics,
family medicine and geriatrics, and to develop training curricula for

medical and nursing students and residents.

Sec. 5. (NEW) (Effective from passage) (a) The Commissioner of Social
Services shall take such action as may be necessary to amend the
Medicaid state plan to include in the definition of optional adult
rehabilitation services assertive community treatment teams that

provide intensive, integrated, multidisciplinary services to adults with
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severe psychiatric disabilities, including, but not limited to, persons
who are homeless, persons recently discharged from inpatient
programs or nursing homes and persons recently released from jails,
prisons or half-way houses or who are at risk of incarceration. Such
teams shall provide intensive community care management through
case managers, nurses and physicians and shall include, but not be
limited to, vocational, peer and substance abuse specialists. The
Commissioner of Social Services shall set a target date of December 31,
2005, for approval of amendment of the Medicaid state plan in
accordance with this subsection, and shall attempt to obtain such

approval on or before said date.

(b) The Commissioner of Social Services, after consultation with the
Commissioner of Mental Health and Addiction Services, shall adopt
regulations, in accordance with the provisions of chapter 54 of the
general statutes, for purposes of establishing the services specified in
subsection (a) of this section. The commissioner shall implement
policies and procedures for purposes of establishing such services
while in the process of adopting such policies or procedures in
regulation form, provided notice of intention to adopt the regulations
is printed in the Connecticut Law Journal no later than twenty days
after implementation and any such policies and procedures shall be

valid until the time the regulations are effective.

(c) Any moneys received by the state as federal reimbursement for
optional Medicaid adult rehabilitation services for the services
provided for in this section shall be credited to the community mental
health restoration subaccount of the Community Mental Health
Strategic Investment Fund, established under section 17a-485 of the

general statutes.

Sec. 6. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2005) The Commissioner of Mental
Health and Addiction Services may certify providers of assertive
community treatment services, for the purpose of coverage as optional

rehabilitation services, pursuant to section 5 of this act, using criteria
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that are consistent with nationally accepted standards and recognized
as a best practice model. The commissioner shall adopt regulations, in
accordance with the provisions of chapter 54 of the general statutes, for
purposes of certification of such providers. The commissioner shall
implement policies and procedures for purposes of such certification
while in the process of adopting such policies or procedures in
regulation form, provided notice of intention to adopt the regulations
is printed in the Connecticut Law Journal no later than twenty days
after implementation and any such policies and procedures shall be

valid until the time the regulations are effective.

Sec. 7. (NEW) (Effective from passage) (a) The Commissioner of Social
Services shall take such action as may be necessary to obtain a waiver
from federal law to establish a Medicaid-financed home and
community-based pilot program to serve at least twenty adults with
severe and persistent psychiatric disabilities who would otherwise

require nursing home services.

(b) On or before January 1, 2007, the Commissioner of Social
Services shall establish and implement a pilot program to provide
community-based services and, if necessary, housing assistance to
adults with severe and persistent psychiatric disabilities being
discharged from nursing homes. The Commissioner of Social Services
shall report, in accordance with the provisions of section 11-4a of the
general statutes, on the pilot program to the joint standing committees
of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to

public health and human services by January 1, 2008.

Sec. 8. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2005) On or before January 1, 2007,
the Commissioner of Mental Health and Addiction Services, in
consultation with the Commissioner of Correction, shall establish and
implement a pilot program to move twenty persons with serious
psychiatric disabilities from correctional facilities to the community
with appropriate housing and treatment services. The Commissioner

of Mental Health and Addiction Services shall report, in accordance
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with the provisions of section 11-4a of the general statutes, on the pilot
program to the joint standing committees of the General Assembly
having cognizance of matters relating to public health and human

services by January 1, 2008.

Sec. 9. (NEW) (Effective from passage) The Commissioner of Social
Services shall take such action as may be necessary to amend the
Medicaid state plan to include in the definition of optional adult
rehabilitation services intensive age-appropriate services to young

adults with psychiatric disabilities or substance abuse disabilities.

Sec. 10. (NEW) (Effective from passage) (a) On or before October 1,
2005, the Commissioner of Mental Health and Addiction Services shall
expand the young adult services provided in ten catchment areas to all
catchment areas in the state, and shall identify additional services not
being provided to young adults with psychiatric disabilities or
substance abuse disabilities. The Commissioner of Mental Health and
Addiction Services shall report, in accordance with the provisions of
section 11-4a of the general statutes, on the implementation of such
expanded services and identifying additional services needed to the
joint standing committees of the General Assembly having cognizance
of matters relating to public health and human services by January 1,
2008.

(b) Any moneys received by the state as federal reimbursement for
optional Medicaid adult rehabilitation services for the services
provided for in this section shall be credited to the community mental
health restoration subaccount of the Community Mental Health
Strategic Investment Fund, established under section 17a-485 of the

general statutes.

Sec. 11. (Effective July 1, 2005) On or before October 1, 2005, the
Commissioner of Children and Families shall expand the hours during
which emergency mobile crisis teams provide services for an
additional three hours per day to include evenings from 7:00 p.m. to
10:00 p.m. and Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Additional
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staffing for such extension of hours shall include one licensed staff
person per team and a school liaison for each team to provide onsite
consultation in emergency situations, follow-up services and staff

training and coordination.

Sec. 12. (Effective July 1, 2005) On or before October 1, 2005, the
Commissioner of Children and Families shall increase the number of
hours of respite care available to families of children with mental
disorders from sixteen thousand to thirty-two thousand hours. The

rates for such services shall be established at thirty dollars per hour.

Sec. 13. (NEW) (Effective from passage) (a) The Commissioner of
Social Services, in consultation with the Commissioner of Children and
Families, shall take such action as may be necessary to amend the
Medicaid state plan to include in the definition of children's
rehabilitation services the services provided by the Connecticut
Community KidCare Program, established under section 17a-22a of
the general statutes, emergency mobile crisis services and respite care
for families of children with psychiatric disabilities. The Commissioner
of Social Services shall set a target date of December 31, 2005, for
approval of amendment of the Medicaid state plan in accordance with
this subsection, and shall attempt to obtain such approval on or before
such date.

(b) Any moneys received by the state as federal reimbursement for
Medicaid children's rehabilitation services for the services provided for
in this section shall be credited to the community mental health
restoration subaccount of the Community Mental Health Strategic
Investment Fund, established under section 17a-485 of the general

statutes.

Sec. 14. (Effective July 1, 2005) The Supportive Housing Pilots
Initiative, established under section 17a-485c of the general statutes,
shall be expanded by financing the creation of one thousand additional
housing units throughout the state and by providing supportive

services to families and individuals eligible for the additional units.
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Said one thousand additional units shall include construction of seven
hundred new housing units and leasing three hundred existing units.
Three hundred fifty of such units shall be designated for families and
six hundred fifty of such units shall be designated for single adults,
including one hundred young adults eighteen to twenty-three years of
age. Capital financing for newly constructed additional units shall be

provided by the Connecticut Housing Financing Authority.

Sec. 15. Section 38a-1041 of the general statutes is amended by
adding subsection (e) as follows (Effective from passage):

(NEW) (e) The Managed Care Ombudsman shall establish, on or
before July 1, 2005, a process to provide active, regular, ongoing

communication among mental health providers, patients and payers.

Sec. 16. (Effective from passage) On or before October 1, 2005, the
Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management shall establish a pilot
outreach program with employers of various sizes to evaluate the costs
and benefits of providing effective mental health care coverage to
employees and their families. Said secretary shall report, in accordance
with the provisions of section 11-4a of the general statutes, on the pilot
program to the joint standing committees of the General Assembly
having cognizance of matters relating to public health and insurance
by July 1, 2006.

Sec. 17. (Effective from passage) The Legislative Program Review and
Investigations Committee of the General Assembly shall undertake an
evaluation of the implementation of the mental health parity law,
section 38a-488a of the general statutes, since its enactment in 1997 and
shall report its findings and recommendations to the General

Assembly not later than January 1, 2006.

Sec. 18. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2005) (a) The Commissioner of Social
Services shall increase Medicaid reimbursement rates for enhanced
care clinics that provide mental health services to adults, adolescents

and children in accordance with subsection (b) of this section.
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(b) On or before October 1, 2005, the Commissioner of Social
Services, in consultation with the Commissioner of Mental Health and
Addiction Services, shall adopt regulations, in accordance with the
provisions of chapter 54 of the general statutes, to establish criteria for
outpatient clinics that provide mental health services to adults,
adolescents and children, to be designated enhanced care clinics. The
reimbursement rate to be paid to such enhanced care clinics shall be
indexed to eighty-five per cent of the Medicare reimbursement rate for
adult services and one hundred per cent of the Medicare
reimbursement rate for children and adolescent services.

Sec. 19. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2005) (a) The Commissioner of Social
Services shall take such action as may be necessary to amend the
Medicaid state plan to include in the definition of optional adult
rehabilitation services personal assistance and other supported
services provided to adults with severe and persistent psychiatric
disabilities who reside in supported or supervised housing. The
commissioner shall set a target date of July 1, 2006, to receive approval
of the proposed amendment to the Medicaid state plan, and shall

attempt to obtain such approval on or before such date.

(b) The Commissioner of Social Services shall adopt regulations, in
accordance with the provisions of chapter 54 of the general statutes, for
purposes of establishing the services specified in subsection (a) of this
section. The commissioner shall implement policies and procedures for
purposes of establishing such services while in the process of adopting
such policies or procedures in regulation form, provided notice of
intention to adopt the regulations is printed in the Connecticut Law
Journal no later than twenty days after implementation and any such
policies and procedures shall be valid until the time the regulations are

effective.

(c) Any moneys received by the state as federal reimbursement for
optional Medicaid adult rehabilitation services for the services

provided for in this section shall be credited to the community mental
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health restoration subaccount of the Community Mental Health
Strategic Investment Fund, established under section 17a-485 of the

general statutes.

Sec. 20. (Effective July 1, 2005) On or before January 1, 2006, the
Commissioner of Social Services, shall change the present method of
reimbursement for Medicaid-eligible adults receiving general hospital
mental health inpatient care to a per diem, rather than a per discharge,
basis.

Sec. 21. (Effective July 1, 2005) (a) The sum of two hundred seventeen
thousand dollars is appropriated to the Office of Policy and
Management, from the General Fund, for the fiscal year ending June
30, 2006, to contract for the development and maintenance of a
resource website that will help individuals, families and agencies
access mental health care and information, in accordance with section
1 of this act.

(b) The sum of six hundred thousand dollars is appropriated to the
Office of Policy and Management, from the General Fund, for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 2006, to provide funds to Infoline to expand its

"Help Me Grow" program, in accordance with section 2 of this act.

(c) The sum of seven hundred thousand dollars is appropriated to
the Office of Policy and Management, from the General Fund, for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2006, to provide funds to Infoline to create a
program for adults with psychiatric disabilities, in accordance with
section 3 of this act.

(d) The sum of two hundred fifty thousand dollars is appropriated
to the Governor's Prevention Partnership, from the General Fund, for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2006, for purposes of section 4 of this
act.

(e) The sum of one million eight hundred thousand dollars is

appropriated to the community mental health restoration subaccount
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of the Community Mental Health Strategic Investment Fund,
established under section 17a-485 of the general statutes, from the
General Fund, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2006, for
implementation of an assertive community treatment program, in
accordance with section 5 of this act, including (1) hiring and training
assertive community treatment team members to meet the standards
proposed in the Assertive Community Treatment model, and (2)
providing assistance to providers of services described in section 5 of
this act in making changes to such providers' documentation and

billing procedures necessary to obtain Medicaid reimbursement.

(f) The sum of six hundred eighty-four thousand dollars is
appropriated to the Department of Social Services, from the General
Fund, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2006, to establish and
implement a pilot program to provide community-based services and,
if necessary, housing assistance, financed through a waiver obtained

pursuant to section 7 of this act.

(g) The sum of four hundred four thousand dollars is appropriated
to the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services, from the
General Fund, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2006, to establish and
implement a pilot program, pursuant to section 8 of this act, to move
persons with serious psychiatric disabilities from correctional facilities

to the community with appropriate housing and treatment services.

(h) The sum of two million sixty-two thousand five hundred dollars
is appropriated to the Department of Mental Health and Addiction
Services, from the General Fund, for the fiscal year ending June 30,
2006, to expand said department's young adult services, in accordance

with section 10 of this act.

(i) The sum of four million six hundred sixty-three thousand one
hundred twenty-five dollars is appropriated as follows to the
Department of Children and Families, from the General Fund, for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2006, to expand the Connecticut
Community KidCare Program, established under section 17a-22a of
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the general statutes: (1) The sum of one million three hundred fifty
dollars to increase, on or before October 1, 2005, the number of care
coordinators by thirty; (2) the sum of two million dollars to increase,
on or before October 1, 2005, flexible emergency funding for children
with psychiatric disabilities who are not under the supervision of the
Department of Children and Families; (3) the sum of six hundred
twenty-eight thousand one hundred twenty-five dollars to ensure, on
or before October 1, 2005, that every community collaborative has the
services of at least half-time care coordinators; (4) the sum of three
hundred fifty thousand dollars to establish, on or before October 1,
2005, ongoing, comprehensive evaluation to document how enhancing
community-based systems of care for children and adolescents with
psychiatric disabilities, as well as providing family supports, improves
outcomes for individuals and program effectiveness and efficiencies;
and (5) the sum of three hundred thirty-five thousand dollars to
provide funds for the Family Advocacy Organization for Children's
Mental Health to hire twelve additional family advocates and two
additional supervisors on or before January 1, 2006.

(j) The sum of two million forty thousand dollars is appropriated to
the Department of Children and Families, from the General Fund, for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2006, to expand the hours during which
emergency mobile crisis teams provide services and to provide for
additional staffing for such expanded hours, in accordance with
section 11 of this act.

(k) The sum of four hundred forty thousand dollars is appropriated
to the Department of Children and Families, from the General Fund,
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2006, to increase the number of hours
of respite care available to families of children with mental disorders,

in accordance with section 12 of this act.

(I) The sum of six million two thousand dollars is appropriated,
from the General Fund, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2006, as
follows to expand the Supportive Housing Pilots Initiative, established
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under section 17a-485c of the general statutes, in accordance with
section 14 of this act: (1) Nine hundred thirty-seven thousand dollars
to the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services for service
contracts; (2) six hundred forty-nine thousand five hundred dollars to
the Department of Social Services for rental assistance; (3) one hundred
seventy-five thousand dollars to the Department of Social Services for
service contracts; (4) one hundred forty thousand dollars to the
Department of Children and Families for aftercare services; and (5)
four million one hundred thousand dollars to the office of the State

Treasurer for debt service on newly constructed units.

(m) The sum of five million eight hundred fifty thousand dollars is
appropriated to the Department of Social Services, from the General
Fund, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2006, to increase Medicaid
reimbursement rates for enhanced care clinics that provide mental
health services to adults, adolescents and children, pursuant to section
18 of this act.

(n) The sum of seven hundred fifty thousand dollars is appropriated
to the Department of Social Services, from the General Fund, for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2006, to change the present method of
reimbursement for Medicaid-eligible adults receiving general hospital
mental health inpatient care to a per diem, rather than a per discharge,

basis.

(0) The sum of seven million five hundred thousand dollars is
appropriated, from the General Fund, for the fiscal year ending June
30, 2006, to state agencies responsible for services related to the
treatment of psychiatric disabilities for adults, adolescents and
children, apportioned as necessary to each agency, to provide an
increase to private providers of mental health that equals the mean
average increase, due to cost-of-living allowances or performance-
based increases, paid by the state to state employees providing the
same or similar services during the budget biennium ending June 30,
2005, in accordance with section 105 of public act 04-2 of the May
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366  special session.

367 (p) The sum of seven hundred fifty thousand dollars is appropriated
368  to the Department of Social Services, from the General Fund, for the
369 fiscal year ending June 30, 2006, to increase, on or before January 1,
370 2006, the unearned income disregard for recipients of the state
371  supplement to the federal Supplemental Security Income Program by
372  an amount equal to the cost-of-living increase provided to recipients

373  under the federal Supplemental Security Income Program.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 July 1, 2005 New section
Sec. 2 July 1, 2005 New section
Sec. 3 July 1, 2005 New section
Sec. 4 July 1, 2005 New section
Sec. 5 from passage New section
Sec. 6 July 1, 2005 New section
Sec. 7 from passage New section
Sec. 8 July 1, 2005 New section
Sec. 9 from passage New section
Sec. 10 from passage New section
Sec. 11 July 1, 2005 New section
Sec. 12 July 1, 2005 New section
Sec. 13 from passage New section
Sec. 14 July 1, 2005 New section
Sec. 15 from passage 38a-1041
Sec. 16 from passage New section
Sec. 17 from passage New section
Sec. 18 July 1, 2005 New section
Sec. 19 July 1, 2005 New section
Sec. 20 July 1, 2005 New section
Sec. 21 July 1, 2005 New section

Statement of Purpose:
To adopt and fund the recommendations of the Lieutenant Governor's
Mental Health Cabinet.
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[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline,
except that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is
not underlined.]
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