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General Assembly Substitute Bill No. 1082

*__ SBOL0G2ENVAPPO32905__*

AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE FARM TRANSFER COORDINATING

COMMITTEE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:
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Section 1. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2005) (a) There is established a
Farm Transfer Coordinating Committee which shall be within the
Department of Agriculture for administrative purposes only. The
committee shall consist of the Commissioner of Agriculture, or a
designee of the commissioner, and the following members: Two
farmers and one attorney with expertise in estate planning, appointed
by the Commissioner of Agriculture; two representatives of The
University of Connecticut with expertise in farm or small business
transfer, one appointed by the president pro tempore of the Senate and
one appointed by the minority leader of the House of Representatives;
a representative of the Connecticut Farm Bureau Association,
appointed by the minority leader of the House of Representatives; a
representative of the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities,
appointed by the president pro tempore of the Senate, a representative
of First Pioneer Farm Credit, appointed by the speaker of the House of
Representatives; a representative of Connecticut Farmland Trust,
appointed by the minority leader of the House of Representatives, a
representative of Working Lands Alliance, appointed by the majority
leader of the Senate, a certified public accountant appointed by the

minority leader of the Senate and a certified financial planner
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Substitute Bill No. 1082

appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(b) Members of the council shall receive no compensation for their
services on said council, but shall be reimbursed for necessary
expenses in the performance of their duties, within available
appropriations. Vacancies shall be filled by the Commissioner of
Agriculture. The committee shall elect a chairman and vicechairman

from among its members.

(c) The duties of the committee shall be to reduce and eliminate
barriers confronting farm families considering farm transfer,
succession or lease. The committee shall (1) identify and establish a
network and maintain a database of professionals with expertise in
planning farm transfers, successions or leases and coordinate the
training of such professionals; (2) sponsor educational seminars to
constituent groups including, but not limited to, farm families, land
owners and land trusts; (3) work, in consultation with the Department
of Agriculture on farm transfer, succession or lease; and (4) advise the

Commissioner of Agriculture of its activities.

(d) On or before December 15, 2006, and annually thereafter, the
committee shall submit, in accordance with section 11-4a of the general
statutes, a report on its activities, findings and recommendations to the
joint standing committees of the General Assembly having cognizance

of matters relating to the environment and planning and development.

Sec. 2. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2005) The Farm Transfer Coordinating
Committee, established pursuant to section 1 of this act, in fulfilling its
duties under said section 1 may (1) consult with any state, regional or
federal organizations involved with farm transfer, succession or lease,
(2) receive aid or contributions from any source, including grants-in-

aid from any state agency, and (3) enter into contracts.

Sec. 3. (Effective July 1, 2005) The sum of dollars is appropriated
to the Department of Agriculture, from the General Fund, for the fiscal

year ending June 30, 2005, for a farm succession specialist.
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This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following

sections:

Section 1 July 1, 2005 New section

Sec. 2 July 1, 2005 New section

Sec. 3 July 1, 2005 New section

PD Joint Favorable Subst. C/R ENV

ENV Joint Favorable Subst. C/R APP
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