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General Assembly Substitute Bill No. 5057

January Session, 2005 * H805057JUD_0 4 1505_*

AN ACT CONCERNING THE DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND
FAMILIES AND CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT PROCEEDINGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:
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Section 1. Section 17a-101k of the general statutes is repealed and
the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2005):

(@) The Commissioner of Children and Families shall maintain a

registry of [the] findings of abuse or neglect of children, as defined in

section 46b-120, as amended by this act, and reports received pursuant

to sections 17a-101a to 17a-101d, inclusive, and section 17a-103 [, and
shall adopt regulations to implement the provisions of this section,
including] that conform to the provisions of this section and due

process of law. The regulations adopted pursuant to subsection (i) of

this section shall provide for the use of the registry on a twenty-four-

hour daily basis to prevent or discover abuse of children and the
establishment of a hearing process for any appeal by a person of the
commissioner's determination that such person is responsible for the
abuse or neglect of a child pursuant to subsection (b) of section 17a-

101g, as amended by this act. The information contained in the registry
and the reports and any other information [relative] related to child
abuse, wherever located, shall be confidential subject to such statutes
and regulations governing their use and access as shall conform to the
requirements of federal law or regulations. Any violation of this

LCO D:\Conversion\Tob\h\2005HB-05057-R04-HB.doc 10f17



20
21
22

23
24
25
26
27

28
29
30
31
32

33

34
35

36
37
38
39

40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47

48
49

Substitute Bill No. 5057

section or the regulations adopted by the commissioner under this
section shall be punishable by a fine of not more than one thousand

dollars or imprisonment for not more than one year.

[(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section,
the Commissioner of Children and Families shall disclose to the
Commissioner of Social Services, or his designee, registry information
necessary for the evaluation of the temporary family assistance

program operated by the Department of Social Services.]

(b) Upon the issuance of a recommended finding or substantiation

of abuse or neglect pursuant to subsection (b) of section 17a-101¢, as

amended by this act, the commissioner shall immediately provide

notice of the recommended finding to the individual who is alleged to

be responsible for the abuse or neglect. The notice shall:

(1) Be by certified mail, return receipt requested;

(2) Contain a short and plain description of the finding that the

individual is responsible for the abuse or neglect of a child;

(3) Inform the individual of the existence of the registry and of the

commissioner's intention to place the individual's name on the registry

unless such individual exercises his or her right to appeal the

recommended finding as provided in this section;

(4) Inform the individual of the potential adverse consequences of

being listed on the registry with regard to obtaining or retaining

employment involving direct contact with children and inform the

individual of (A) the individual's right to a mediation conference with

the commissioner or the commissioner's designee, as provided in this

section, and (B) the individual's right to appeal any finding that is

upheld after the mediation conference is concluded by seeking an

expedited administrative hearing as provided in this section; and

(5) Include a written form for the individual to sign and return

indicating whether or not the individual will invoke the mediation or
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Substitute Bill No. 5057

appeal procedures provided in this section.

(c) (1) Except in cases of death, serious physical abuse or sexual

abuse as provided in sections 17a-101b and 17a-101j, the commissioner

or the commissioner's designee shall hold a mediation conference,

upon request, with the individual against whom a recommended

finding of responsibility for the abuse or neglect of a child has been

made. The conference shall be held not later than thirty business davs

after notice of the finding is mailed to the individual.

(2) Prior to the conference, the individual shall have access to all

relevant documents in the possession of the commissioner regarding

the finding of responsibility for the abuse or neglect as provided in

subsection (m) of section 17a-28, as amended by this act.

(3) At the conference, the individual may be accompanied by legal

counsel and any person who has personal knowledge of the

circumstances concerning the finding of responsibility for the abuse or

neglect. A guardian, parent or legal representative of the child alleged

to be the victim of the abuse or neglect may attend the conference.

(4) The mediation shall be conducted for the purpose of allowing all

parties to discuss the allegations of abuse or neglect and allowing the

individual to demonstrate, through documentation or discussion with

the individual or the individual's representative, that the finding of

responsibility for the abuse or neglect, as defined in section 46b-120, as

amended by this act, is factually or legally deficient and should be

reversed.

(5) The mediation conference shall be recorded on a visual, audio,

magnetic or electronic recording and a copy of the recording shall be

made available to all parties upon request.

(6) If, as a result of the mediation conference, the commissioner or

the commissioner's designee agrees that the finding of responsibility

for the abuse or neglect is factually or legally deficient, the

commissioner shall so indicate in writing and reverse the finding of
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Substitute Bill No. 5057

responsibility for the abuse or neglect.

(d) (1) If, as a result of the mediation conference, the commissioner

or the commissioner's designee concludes that the finding of

responsibility for the abuse or neglect is factually and legally

supportable, the commissioner shall designate the finding as

"indicated". The commissioner shall send notice to the individual by

certified mail, return receipt requested, of the commissioner's decision

to reverse or maintain the finding as indicated not later than three

business days after the decision is rendered. The notice shall be made

in accordance with section 4-177, and the hearing shall be scheduled

not later than thirty days after the decision of the commissioner on the

indicated finding of responsibility for the abuse or neglect, except for

good cause shown by either party.

(2) The prehearing procedure and the hearing shall be conducted in

accordance with sections 4-177 to 4-181a, inclusive, except that the

commissioner shall designate an individual who is not an employee of

the Department of Children and Families as a hearing officer in the

matter.

(3) At the hearing, the individual may be represented by legal

counsel. The burden of proof shall be on the commissioner to prove

that the indicated finding is supported by a fair preponderance of the

evidence submitted at the hearing.

(4) Not later than thirty davys after the conclusion of the hearing, the

hearing officer shall issue a written decision to either reverse or uphold

the indicated finding. The decision shall contain findings of fact and a

conclusion of law on each issue raised at the hearing.

(e) Any individual agerieved by the decision of the hearing officer

may appeal the decision in accordance with section 4-183. Any

individual agerieved by the decision of the hearing officer may also

seek a stay of the adverse decision of the hearing officer in accordance

with subsection (f) of section 4-183, except that the individual shall

apply first to the department and then, if necessary, to the court.
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Substitute Bill No. 5057

(f) Following the issuance of a decision to uphold the indicated

finding, the Commissioner of Children and Families shall forward the

information as required by law to the central registry established in

section 17a-110 and shall also disclose to the Commissioner of Public

Health and the Commissioner of Social Services and to any other state

agency or official required to be notified by law that the recommended

finding of responsibility for the abuse or neglect has been upheld, and

shall disclose to such agency or official only such information as

required to be disclosed pursuant to any provision of the general

statutes.

(2) Not later than December 1, 2005, the commissioner shall notify,

by certified mail, return receipt requested, all individuals against

whom findings of abuse or neglect were substantiated prior to May 1,

2000, of the existence of the substantiated findings, the inclusion of

their names on the registry and of information regarding the potential

consequences of their inclusion on the registry and right to appeal as

set forth in subdivision (4) of subsection (b) of this section.

(h) Records containing unsubstantiated findings shall remain

sealed, except that such records shall be made available to department

emplovees only in the proper discharge of their duties, and shall be

expunged by the commissioner two years from the completion date of

the investigation if no further report is made about the individual

subject to the investigation, except that if the department receives more

than one report on an individual and each report is unsubstantiated,

all reports and information pertaining to the individual shall be

expunged by the commissioner five years from the completion date of

the most recent investigation.

(i) Not later than October 1, 2005, the Commissioner of Children and
Families shall adopt regulations, in accordance with chapter 54, to

implement the provisions of this section.

Sec. 2. Section 17a-101g of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2005):

LCO {D:\Conversion\Tob\h\2005HB-05057-R04-HB.doc } 50f17



145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164

165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178

Substitute Bill No. 5057

(a) Upon receiving a report of child abuse or neglect, as provided in
sections 17a-101a to 17a-101c, inclusive, or section 17a-103, in which
the alleged perpetrator is (1) a person responsible for such child's
health, welfare or care, (2) a person given access to such child by such
responsible person, or (3) a person entrusted with the care of a child,
the Commissioner of Children and Families, or the commissioner's
designee, shall cause the report to be classified and evaluated
immediately. If the report contains sufficient information to warrant an
investigation, the commissioner shall make the commissioner's best
efforts to commence an investigation of a report concerning an
imminent risk of physical harm to a child or other emergency within
two hours of receipt of the report and shall commence an investigation
of all other reports within seventy-two hours of receipt of the report.
The department shall complete any such investigation within thirty
calendar days of receipt of the report. If the report is a report of child
abuse or neglect in which the alleged perpetrator is not a person
specified in subdivision (1), (2) or (3) of this subsection, the
Commissioner of Children and Families shall refer the report to the
appropriate local law enforcement authority for the town in which the

child resides or in which the alleged abuse or neglect occurred.

(b) The investigation shall include a home visit at which the child
and any siblings are observed, if appropriate, a determination of the
nature, extent and cause or causes of the reported abuse or neglect, a
determination of the person or persons suspected to be responsible for
such abuse or neglect, the name, age and condition of other children
residing in the same household and an evaluation of the parents and
the home. The report of such investigation shall be in writing. The
investigation shall also include, but not be limited to, a review of
criminal conviction information concerning the person or persons
alleged to be responsible for such abuse or neglect and previous
allegations of abuse or neglect relating to the child or other children
residing in the household or relating to family violence. After an

investigation into a report of abuse or neglect has been completed and

the commissioner has reasonable cause to believe that abuse or neglect,
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as defined in section 46b-120, as amended by this act, has occurred, the

commissioner shall issue a recommended finding that such abuse or

neglect has occurred to the person or persons suspected to be

responsible for such abuse or neglect. Notwithstanding the provisions

of subsection (f) of section 17a-28, as amended by this act, except in

cases of death, sexual abuse or serious physical abuse of a child as

provided in sections 17a-101b and 17a-101j, and except as provided in

section 17a-101i with reference to abuse of a child that results in death,

sexual abuse or serious physical abuse, no entry of the recommended

finding shall be made on the child abuse or neglect registry nor shall

any information concerning the recommended finding be disclosed by

the commissioner to any other state official or state agency or any

private person or entity until the exhaustion or waiver of all

administrative appeals available to the person or persons alleged to be

responsible for the abuse or neglect as provided in section 17a-101k, as

amended by this act.

(c) If the Commissioner of Children and Families, or [his] the

commissioner's designee, has probable cause to believe that the child

or any other child in the household is in imminent risk of physical
harm from [his] the child's surroundings and that immediate removal
from such surroundings is necessary to ensure the child's safety, the

commissioner, or [his] the commissioner's designee, shall authorize

any employee of the department or any law enforcement officer to
remove the child and any other child similarly situated from such
surroundings without the consent of the child's parent or guardian.
The commissioner shall record in writing the reasons for such removal
and include such record with the report of the investigation conducted

under subsection (b) of this section.

(d) The removal of a child pursuant to subsection (c) of this section
shall not exceed ninety-six hours. During the period of such removal,

the commissioner, or [his] the commissioner's designee, shall provide

the child with all necessary care, including medical care, which may
include an examination by a physician or mental health professional
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Substitute Bill No. 5057

with or without the consent of the child's parents, guardian or other
person responsible for the child's care, provided reasonable attempts
have been made to obtain consent of the child's parents or guardian or
other person responsible for the care of such child. During the course
of a medical examination, a physician may perform diagnostic tests
and procedures necessary for the detection of child abuse or neglect. If
the child is not returned home within such ninety-six-hour period,
with or without protective services, the department shall proceed in
accordance with section 46b-129.

Sec. 3. Subsection (c) of section 17a-28 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective
October 1, 2005):

(c) When information concerning an incident of abuse or neglect has
been made public or when the commissioner reasonably believes
publication of such information is likely, the commissioner or [his] the

commissioner's designee may disclose, with respect to an investigation

of such abuse or neglect: (1) Whether the department has received a
report in accordance with sections 17a-101a to 17a-101c, inclusive, or
section 17a-103, and (2) in general terms, any action taken by the
department, provided (A) the names or other individually identifiable
information of the minor victim or other family member shall not be
disclosed, [notwithstanding such individually identifiable information

is otherwise available] and (B) the name or other individually

identifiable information of the person suspected to be responsible for

the abuse or neglect shall not be disclosed unless the person has been

arrested for a crime related to the abuse or neglect.

Sec. 4. Subsections (f) and (g) of section 17a-28 of the general
statutes are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof
(Effective October 1, 2005):

(f) The commissioner or the commissioner's designee shall, upon
request, promptly provide copies of records, without the consent of a

person, to (1) a law enforcement agency, (2) the Chief State's Attorney
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or the Chief State's Attorney's designee or a state's attorney for the
judicial district in which the child resides or in which the alleged abuse
or neglect occurred or the state's attorney's designee, for purposes of
investigating or prosecuting an allegation of child abuse or neglect, (3)
the attorney appointed to represent a child in any court in litigation
affecting the best interests of the child, (4) a guardian ad litem
appointed to represent a child in any court in litigation affecting the
best interests of the child, (5) the Department of Public Health, which
licenses any person to care for children for the purposes of
determining suitability of such person for licensure, in a manner
consistent with section 17a-101k, as amended by this act, concerning

nondisclosure of findings of responsibility for abuse or neglect, (6) any

state agency which licenses such person to educate or care for children
pursuant to section 10-145b or 17a-101j, in a manner consistent with

section 17a-101k, as amended by this act, concerning nondisclosure of

findings of responsibility for abuse or neglect, (7) the Governor, when
requested in writing, in the course of the Governor's official functions
or the Legislative Program Review and Investigations Committee, the
committee of the General Assembly on judiciary and the committee of
the General Assembly having cognizance of matters involving children
when requested in the course of such committees' official functions in
writing, and upon a majority vote of said committee, provided no
names or other identifying information shall be disclosed unless it is
essential to the legislative or gubernatorial purpose, (8) a local or
regional board of education, provided the records are limited to
educational records created or obtained by the state or Connecticut-
Unified School District #2, established pursuant to section 17a-37, in a

manner consistent with section 17a-101k, as amended by this act,

concerning nondisclosure of findings of responsibility for abuse or

neglect, and (9) a party in a custody proceeding under section 17a-112,
or section 46b-129, in the Superior Court where such records concern a
child who is the subject of the proceeding or the parent of such child. A
disclosure under this section shall be made of any part of a record,
whether or not created by the department, provided no confidential
record of the Superior Court shall be disclosed other than the petition
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and any affidavits filed therewith in the superior court for juvenile
matters, except upon an order of a judge of the Superior Court for
good cause shown. The commissioner shall also disclose the name of
any individual who cooperates with an investigation of a report of
child abuse or neglect to such law enforcement agency or state's
attorney for purposes of investigating or prosecuting an allegation of
child abuse or neglect. The commissioner or the commissioner's

designee shall, upon request, in a manner consistent with section 17a-

101k, as amended by this act, concerning nondisclosure of findings of

responsibility for abuse or neglect, promptly provide copies of records,

without the consent of the person, to (A) the Department of Public
Health for the purpose of determining the suitability of a person to
care for children in a facility licensed under sections 19a-77 to 19a-80,
inclusive, 19a-82 to 19a-87, inclusive, and 19a-87b, and (B) the
Department of Social Services for determining the suitability of a

person for any payment from the department for providing child care.

(g) When the commissioner or [his] the commissioner's designee
determines it to be in a person's best interest, the commissioner or [his]

the commissioner's designee may, in a manner consistent with section

17a-101k, as amended by this act, concerning nondisclosure of findings

of responsibility for abuse or neglect, disclose records, whether or not

created by the department and not otherwise privileged or confidential
communications under state or federal law, without the consent of a
person to:

(1) Multidisciplinary teams which are formed to assist the
department in investigation, evaluation or treatment of child abuse
and neglect cases or a multidisciplinary provider of professional
treatment services under contract with the department for a child

referred to the provider;

(2) Any agency in another state which is responsible for
investigating or protecting against child abuse or neglect for the

purpose of investigating a child abuse case;

LCO {D:\Conversion\Tob\h\2005HB-05057-R04-HB.doc } 10 of 17



311
312
313
314
315
316

317
318
319
320
321
322

323
324

325
326
327
328
329
330

331
332
333
334
335

336
337
338
339
340
341

Substitute Bill No. 5057

(3) An individual, including a physician, authorized pursuant to
section 17a-101f to place a child in protective custody if such
individual has before him a child whom he reasonably suspects may
be a victim of abuse or neglect and such individual requires the
information in a record in order to determine whether to place the

child in protective custody;

(4) An individual or public or private agency responsible for a
person's care or custody and authorized by the department to
diagnose, care for, treat or supervise a child who is the subject of a
record of child abuse or neglect or a public or private agency
responsible for a person's education for a purpose related to the

individual's or agency's responsibilities;

(5) The Attorney General or any assistant attorney general

providing legal counsel for the department;

(6) Individuals or public or private agencies engaged in medical,
psychological or psychiatric diagnosis or treatment of a person
perpetrating the abuse or who is unwilling or unable to protect the
child from abuse or neglect when the commissioner or [his] the

commissioner's designee determines that the disclosure is needed to

accomplish the objectives of diagnosis or treatment;

(7) A person who reports child abuse pursuant to sections 17a-101a
to 17a-101¢, inclusive, and section 17a-103, who made a report of abuse
involving the subject child, provided the information disclosed is
limited to (A) the status of the investigation and (B) in general terms,

any action taken by the department;

(8) An individual conducting bona fide research, provided no
information identifying the subjects of records shall be disclosed
unless (A) such information is essential to the purpose of the research;
(B) each person identified in a record or [his] the person's authorized
representative has authorized such disclosure in writing; and (C) the

department has given written approval;
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(9) The Auditors of Public Accounts or their representative,
provided no information identifying the subjects of the records shall be
disclosed unless such information is essential to an audit conducted

pursuant to section 2-90;

(10) The Department of Social Services, provided the information

disclosed is necessary to promote the health, safety and welfare of the
child;

(11) A judge of the Superior Court for purposes of determining the
appropriate disposition of a child convicted as delinquent or a child

who is a member of a family with service needs; and

(12) The superintendents, or their designees, of state-operated

facilities within the department.

Sec. 5. Subsection (m) of section 17a-28 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective
October 1, 2005):

(m) In addition to the right of access provided in section 1-210, and

consistent with section 17a-101k, as amended by this act, concerning

nondisclosure of findings of responsibility for abuse or neglect, any

person, regardless of age, [his] the person's authorized representative
or attorney shall have the right of access to any records made,
maintained or kept on file by the department, whether or not such
records are required by any law or by any rule or regulation, when
those records pertain to or contain information or materials concerning
the person seeking access thereto, including but not limited to records
concerning investigations, reports, or medical, psychological or
psychiatric examinations of the person seeking access thereto,
provided that (1) information identifying an individual who reported
abuse or neglect of a person, including any tape recording of an oral
report pursuant to section 17a-103, shall not be released unless, upon
application to the Superior Court by such person and served on the
Commissioner of Children and Families, a judge determines, after in

camera inspection of relevant records and a hearing, that there is
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reasonable cause to believe the reporter knowingly made a false report
or that other interests of justice require such release; and (2) if the
commissioner determines that it would be contrary to the best interests

of the person or [his] the person's authorized representative or

attorney to review the records, [he] the person may refuse access by
issuing to such person or representative or attorney a written
statement setting forth the reasons for such refusal, and advise the
person, [his] the person's authorized representative or attorney of the
right to seek judicial relief. When any person, attorney or authorized
representative, having obtained access to any record, believes there are
factually inaccurate entries or materials contained therein, [he] the

person, attorney or authorized representative shall have the

unqualified right to add a statement to the record setting forth what

[he] the person, attorney or authorized representative believes to be an

accurate statement of those facts, and said statement shall become a

permanent part of said record.

Sec. 6. Section 46b-120 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2005):

The terms used in this chapter shall, in its interpretation and in the
interpretation of other statutes, be defined as follows: (1) "Child"
means any person under sixteen years of age and, for purposes of
delinquency matters, "child" means any person (A) under sixteen years
of age, or (B) sixteen years of age or older who, prior to attaining
sixteen years of age, has violated any federal or state law or municipal
or local ordinance, other than an ordinance regulating behavior of a
child in a family with service needs, and, subsequent to attaining
sixteen years of age, violates any order of the Superior Court or any
condition of probation ordered by the Superior Court with respect to
such delinquency proceeding; (2) "youth" means any person sixteen or
seventeen years of age; (3) "youth in crisis" means any youth who,
within the last two years, (A) has without just cause run away from the
parental home or other properly authorized and lawful place of abode,

(B) is beyond the control of parents, guardian or other custodian, or (C)
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has four unexcused absences from school in any one month or ten
unexcused absences in any school year; (4) "abused" means that a child
or youth (A) has been inflicted with physical injury or injuries other
than by accidental means, or (B) has injuries that are at variance with
the history given of them, or (C) is in a condition that is the result of
maltreatment such as, but not limited to, malnutrition, sexual
molestation or exploitation, deprivation of necessities, emotional

maltreatment or cruel punishment, except that nonaccidental injury

resulting from bona fide disciplinary efforts of a parent or guardian

shall not be considered abuse if such disciplinary efforts were

reasonable under the circumstances considering the child's family

situation, the age of the child, the mental and physical condition of the
child and the matter for which the child was being disciplined; (5) a

child may be found "mentally deficient" who, by reason of a deficiency

of intelligence that has existed from birth or from early age, requires,
or will require, for [his] the child's protection or for the protection of
others, special care, supervision and control; (6) a child may be
convicted as "delinquent" who has violated (A) any federal or state law
or municipal or local ordinance, other than an ordinance regulating
behavior of a child in a family with service needs, (B) any order of the
Superior Court, or (C) conditions of probation as ordered by the court;
(7) a child or youth may be found "dependent" whose home is a
suitable one for the child or youth, save for the financial inability of
parents, parent, guardian or other person maintaining such home, to
provide the specialized care the condition of the child or youth
requires; (8) "family with service needs" means a family that includes a
child who (A) has without just cause run away from the parental home
or other properly authorized and lawful place of abode, (B) is beyond
the control of parent, parents, guardian or other custodian, (C) has
engaged in indecent or immoral conduct, (D) is a truant or habitual
truant or who, while in school, has been continuously and overtly
defiant of school rules and regulations, or (E) is thirteen years of age or
older and has engaged in sexual intercourse with another person and
such other person is thirteen years of age or older and not more than

two years older or younger than such child; (9) a child or youth may be
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found "neglected" who (A) has been abandoned, or (B) is being denied
proper care and attention, physically, educationally, emotionally or
morally, or (C) is being permitted to live under conditions,
circumstances or associations injurious to the well-being of the child or
youth, or (D) has been abused. A finding of neglect shall not be made

pursuant to subparagraph (B) or (C) of this subdivision if the denial of

proper care or attention or the child's being permitted to live under the

injurious conditions, circumstances or associations were caused by a

lack of access to health care, employment or social services that can be

rectified by a referral to appropriate employment, social or disability

support services. The Commissioner of Children and Families shall

apply a reasonableness standard when considering an allegation of

neglect and shall take into account the child's family situation, the age
of the child and the physical and mental condition of the child; (10) a
child or youth may be found "uncared for" who is homeless or whose

home cannot provide the specialized care that the physical, emotional
or mental condition of the child requires. For the purposes of this
section, the treatment of any child by an accredited Christian Science
practitioner in lieu of treatment by a licensed practitioner of the
healing arts, shall not of itself constitute neglect or maltreatment; (11)
"delinquent act" means the violation of any federal or state law or
municipal or local ordinance, other than an ordinance regulating the
behavior of a child in a family with service needs, or the violation of
any order of the Superior Court; (12) "serious juvenile offense" means
(A) the violation by a child, including attempt or conspiracy to violate
sections 21a-277, 21a-278, 29-33, 29-34, 29-35, 53-21, 53-80a, 53-202b,
53-202¢, 53-390 to 53-392, inclusive, 53a-54a to 53a-57, inclusive, 53a-59
to 53a-60c, inclusive, 53a-70 to 53a-71, inclusive, 53a-72b, 53a-86, 53a-92
to 53a-94a, inclusive, 53a-95, 53a-101, 53a-102a, 53a-103a, 53a-111 to
53a-113, inclusive, subdivision (1) of subsection (a) of section 53a-122,
subdivision (3) of subsection (a) of section 53a-123, 53a-134, 53a-135,
53a-136a, 53a-166, 53a-167c, subsection (a) of section 53a-174, 53a-196a,
53a-211, 53a-212, 53a-216 or 53a-217b, or (B) running away, without
just cause, from any secure placement other than home while referred

as a delinquent child to the Court Support Services Division or
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committed as a delinquent child to the Commissioner of Children and
Families for a serious juvenile offense; (13) "serious juvenile offender"
means any child convicted as delinquent for commission of a serious
juvenile offense; (14) "serious juvenile repeat offender" means any
child charged with the commission of any felony if such child has
previously been convicted delinquent at any age for two violations of
any provision of title 21a, 29, 53 or 53a that is designated as a felony;
(15) "alcohol-dependent child" means any child who has a
psychoactive substance dependence on alcohol as that condition is
defined in the most recent edition of the American Psychiatric
Association's "Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders";
and (16) "drug-dependent child" means any child who has a
psychoactive substance dependence on drugs as that condition is
defined in the most recent edition of the American Psychiatric
Association's "Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders".
No child shall be classified as drug dependent who is dependent (A)
upon a morphine-type substance as an incident to current medical
treatment of a demonstrable physical disorder other than drug
dependence, or (B) upon amphetamine-type,  ataractic,
barbiturate-type, hallucinogenic or other stimulant and depressant
substances as an incident to current medical treatment of a
demonstrable physical or psychological disorder, or both, other than
drug dependence.

Sec. 7. (NEW) (Effective October 1, 2005) (a) Nothing in chapter 815t
of the general statutes shall be construed to be in derogation of the
rights of a parent or guardian to discipline a child in the parent's or
guardian's care to the extent otherwise permitted by law.

(b) The Commissioner of Children and Families shall adopt
regulations, in accordance with chapter 54 of the general statutes, to
implement this section and section 46b-120 of the general statutes, as
amended by this act, with respect to findings of abuse or neglect made
by the commissioner or the commissioner's designee.
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This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following

sections:

Section 1 October 1, 2005 17a-101k

Sec. 2 October 1, 2005 17a-101g

Sec. 3 October 1, 2005 17a-28(c)

Sec. 4 October 1, 2005 17a-28(f) and (g)

Sec. 5 October 1, 2005 17a-28(m)

Sec. 6 October 1, 2005 46b-120

Sec. 7 October 1, 2005 New section

KID Joint Favorable C/R HS
HS Joint Favorable C/R JUuD
JUD Joint Favorable Subst.
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