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House of Representatives, April 28, 2005 
 
The Committee on Judiciary reported through REP. LAWLOR 
of the 99th Dist., Chairperson of the Committee on the part of 
the House, that the substitute bill ought to pass. 
 

 
 
 
AN ACT CONCERNING THE PENALTY FOR COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 
ON STATE PARKWAYS.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

Section 1. Section 13a-26 of the general statutes is amended by 1 
adding subsection (g) as follows (Effective October 1, 2005): 2 

(NEW) (g) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 14-314 of the 3 
general statutes, any person who operates on a parkway in this state a 4 
motor vehicle that is not permitted on such parkway, as provided in 5 
this section or section 13a-27 of the general statutes, or section 14-298-6 
249 of the regulations of Connecticut state agencies, shall be fined two 7 
hundred fifty dollars for each violation. 8 

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following 
sections: 
 
Section 1 October 1, 2005 13a-26 
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TRA Joint Favorable Subst. C/R JUD 

JUD Joint Favorable  
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The following fiscal impact statement and bill analysis are prepared for the benefit of members of the 

General Assembly, solely for the purpose of information, summarization, and explanation, and do not 

represent the intent of the General Assembly or either House thereof for any purpose: 

 

OFA Fiscal Note 
 
State Impact: 

Agency Affected Fund-Effect FY 06 $ FY 07 $ 
Judicial Dept. GF - Revenue 

Gain 
Greater than 

50,000 
Greater than 

50,000 
Note: GF=General Fund  

Municipal Impact: None  

Explanation 

The bill increases the penalty, from $75 to $250,  for certain 
violations of the State Traffic Commission regulations concerning the 
use of state parkways.  This change is expected to generate an increase 
in revenues in excess of $50,000 annually.1  Note that the bill would 
require that violators appear in court to pay their fines since it does not 
include the new violation within the statutory list of violations that 
may be paid by mail through the Centralized Infraction Bureau.2  The 
caseload of the Division of Criminal Justice and the Superior Court 
would increase as a result.  It is anticipated that any such increase 
could be accommodated within budgeted resources. 

                                                 
1 In total, there were approximately 10,500 infractions under CGS Section 14-298, 
Failure to Comply with Traffic Commission Regulations, in FY 04.  It is unknown 
how many of these infractions were for commercial vehicles traveling on a parkway.  
However, even if a relatively small percentage (eg, about three per cent) involved 
these types of infractions, there would be a revenue gain of over $50,000 annually to 
the state under the bill.   
2 See CGS Section 51-164n(b). 
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OLR Bill Analysis 
sHB 5466  
 
AN ACT CONCERNING THE PENALTY FOR COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLES ON STATE PARKWAYS 
 
SUMMARY: 
This bill increases the penalty for driving a vehicle on a state parkway 
that by law or regulation is not permitted on a parkway from an 
infraction to a fine of $250 per violation.  Currently, the total amount 
due for the infraction, including the fine and other required surcharges 
and fees, is $75.   Since these violations would no longer be designated 
as infractions and the fines are not designated for payment by mail, 
they require a court appearance. 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  October 1, 2005 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
State Parkways 
 
By law, a parkway is any state highway receiving special treatment in 
landscaping and marginal planting especially designed for and 
devoted exclusively to the use and accommodation of noncommercial 
traffic and to which access is limited through designated intersections.  
There are three designated parkways—Route 15 from New York to the 
Housatonic River Bridge in Milford (the Merritt Parkway), Route 15 
from the Housatonic River Bridge to I-91 in Meriden (the Wilbur Cross 
Parkway), and U.S. Route 1 to Route 15 in Milford (the Milford 
Parkway).    
 
Vehicles Prohibited From Parkways 
 
By law, parkways may only be used by “noncommercial” vehicles.  
The prohibition does not apply to (1) taxicabs, (2) vanpool vehicles, 
and (3) service buses or two-axle, four-wheeled Type II school buses 
with gross vehicle weight ratings of 9,600 pounds or less provided (a) 
the service buses meet the State Traffic Commission (STC) maximum 
dimension limits and (b) the school buses are not more than 98 inches 
high, 84 inches wide, and 203 inches long.  The law authorizes STC to 
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determine through regulation the maximum dimensions and 
registration classifications of vehicles that are permitted on the 
parkways. 
 
The STC regulations prohibit the following vehicles from parkways:  
 

1. commercial motor vehicles; 
 
2. trailers; 

 
3. all towed vehicles except disabled vehicles being towed by a 

wrecker; 
 

4. buses; 
 

5. hearses when part of a procession or cortege; 
 

6. vehicles bearing registrations other than passenger, camper, 
taxicab, vanpool, or hearse; 

 
7. vehicles with combination registrations that have gross weights 

over 7,500 pounds; and  
 

8. vehicles that, including load, exceed 24 feet in length, seven 
feet, six inches in width, or eight feet in height.  

 
COMMITTEE ACTION 
 
Transportation Committee 
 

Joint Favorable Substitute Change of Reference 
Yea 28 Nay 0 

 
Judiciary Committee 
 

Joint Favorable Report 
Yea 40 Nay 0 

 
 


