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AN ACT CONCERNING ELIGIBILITY FOR SUBSIDIZED
GUARDIANSHIP.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

Section 1. Subsection (b) of section 17a-126 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective
October 1, 2005):

(b) The Commissioner of Children and Families shall establish a
program of subsidized guardianship for the benefit of children in the
care or custody of the commissioner who are living with relative
caregivers and who have been in foster care or certified relative care
for not less than eighteen months. The commissioner, within available
appropriations, may establish a program of subsidized guardianship
for the benefit of children in the care or custody of the commissioner
who are living with relative caregivers and who have been in foster
care or certified relative care for not less than [twelve] six but not more
than eighteen months. A relative caregiver may request a guardianship
subsidy from the commissioner. If adoption of the child by the relative
caregiver is an option, the commissioner shall counsel the caregiver
about the advantages and disadvantages of adoption and subsidized
guardianship so that the decision by the relative caregiver to request a

subsidized guardianship may be a fully informed one.
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