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AN ACT CONCERNING PROFESSIONAL BAIL BONDSMEN AND BAIL
ENFORCEMENT AGENTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:
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Section 1. Section 29-145 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2004):

(a) Any person desiring to engage in the business of a professional
bondsman shall apply to the Commissioner of Public Safety for a
license therefor. Such application shall set forth under oath the full
name, age, residence and occupation of the applicant, whether the
applicant intends to engage in the business of a professional bondsman
individually or in partnership or association with another or others,
and, if so, the identity of each. It shall also set forth under oath a
statement of the assets and liabilities of the applicant, and whether the
applicant has been charged with or convicted of crime, and such other
information, including fingerprints and photographs, as said
commissioner from time to time may require. The commissioner shall
require the applicant to submit to state and national criminal history
records checks. The criminal history records checks required pursuant
to this section shall be conducted in accordance with section 29-17a.
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(b) No person who has been convicted of a felony or has been
convicted, within the preceding seven vears, of any misdemeanor
under section 21a-279, 53a-58, 53a-61, 53a-61a, 53a-62, 53a-63, 53a-96,
53a-173, 53a-175, 53a-176, 53a-178 or 53a-181d or any offense in any
other state the essential elements of which are substantially the same

as such misdemeanor, shall be licensed to do business as a professional

bondsman in this state. No person who has been discharged from the

military service under other than honorable conditions shall be

licensed to do business as a professional bondsman. No person

engaged in law enforcement or vested with police powers shall be

licensed to do business as a professional bondsman.

(c) An applicant for a license under this chapter shall be at least

twenty-one vears of age and have a high school diploma or a high

school equivalency diploma. A license may only be issued to a legal

resident of the United States. Each applicant shall attend a prelicensing

training course offered by the Commissioner of Public Safety and as

specified in regulations adopted by said commissioner in accordance
with chapter 54.

Sec. 2. Section 29-146 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2004):

The Commissioner of Public Safety shall, upon receipt of such
application, cause an investigation to be made of the character and

financial responsibility of the applicant and, if [he] the commissioner

finds that such applicant is a resident elector of good moral character

and of sound financial responsibility, [he] and a suitable person to

receive a license as a professional bondsman, the commissioner shall,

upon payment by such applicant to the state of a license fee of one
hundred dollars, issue a license to such applicant to do business in this

state as a professional bondsman. The fee shall not be refunded if the

application is denied or the applicant cancels the application or fails to

provide all necessary information. Each such license shall be for such

term not exceeding one year as said commissioner determines. A
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professional bondsman holding a license issued pursuant to this

chapter shall notify the commissioner within two business days of any

change of address. The notification shall include the professional

bondsman's old address and new address.

Sec. 3. Section 29-147 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2004):

(a) Each professional bondsman licensed under the provisions of
this chapter may apply for a renewal of [his] the license [upon] on
renewal application forms provided by the Commissioner of Public

Safety. [and requiring] Such forms shall require the disclosure of such

information as said commissioner requires in determining whether or
not such professional bondsman's financial responsibility remains
unimpaired or whether for any other reason such bondsman's [fitness]
suitability to continue in such business has been otherwise altered

since the issuance of any prior license. The fee for renewal of a license
shall be one hundred dollars.

(b) Said commissioner may suspend, [for a definite term or] revoke

or refuse to renew any license issued under the provisions of this

chapter, [if it appears to said commissioner that such licensee has been
convicted of a felony in this state or elsewhere or is engaged in any
unlawful activity affecting his fitness to continue in the business of
professional bondsman or that his financial responsibility has been

substantially impaired] provided notice shall have been given to the

licensee to appear before the commissioner to show cause why the

license should not be suspended, revoked or refused renewal, upon a

finding by the commissioner that: (1) The licensee has violated any of

the terms or provisions of this chapter or of chapter 533a; (2) the

licensee has practiced fraud, deceit or misrepresentation; (3) the

licensee has made a material misstatement in the application for

issuance or renewal of such license; (4) the licensee has demonstrated

incompetence or untrustworthiness in the conduct of the licensee's

business; (5) the licensee has been convicted of a felony, a
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misdemeanor specified in section 29-145, as amended by this act, or

any other crime affecting the licensee's honesty, integrity or moral

fitness; or (6) the licensee is unsuitable. The suspension or revocation

of a professional bondsman's license under this section shall also

constitute the revocation of anvy license as a bail enforcement agent

issued to such person pursuant to chapter 533a and any firearm permit

issued to such person pursuant to section 29-152m, as amended by this

act. Any professional bondsman who fails to surrender such license

within five days of notification in writing of such suspension or

revocation shall be guilty of a class C misdemeanor. Any party

agerieved by an order of the commissioner under this section may

appeal therefrom in accordance with the provisions of section 4-183,

except venue for such appeal shall be in the judicial district of
Hartford.

Sec. 4. Section 29-151 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2004):

(@) No such professional bondsman shall charge [for his] a
commission or fee of more than fifty dollars for the amount of bail

furnished by [him] such professional bondsman up to five hundred

dollars, nor more than ten per cent of the amount of bail furnished by

[him] such professional bondsman from five hundred dollars up to

five thousand dollars, nor more than seven per cent of the amount of

bail furnished by [him] such professional bondsman on sums in excess

of five thousand dollars. When a professional bondsman has furnished
bail to an accused in a criminal proceeding, the fee which [he] the

professional bondsman receives therefor shall be credited on account

of [his] such professional bondsman's fee for any subsequent bail in an

increased amount which [he] such professional bondsman may furnish

for the same person in the same criminal proceeding; but this
provision shall not apply to bail furnished on appeal of a conviction or
bindover of an accused. Each professional bondsman licensed under
the provisions of this chapter shall annually, during the month of

January, on forms furnished by the Commissioner of Public Safety,
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report to said commissioner in detail the names of the persons for
whom such bondsman has become surety during the year ended
December thirty-first preceding, with the date, the amount of bond
and the fee charged and paid and such further information as said

commissioner requires.

(b) All professional bondsmen licensed under this chapter and

surety bail bond agents licensed under chapter 700f shall use the

services of licensed bail enforcement agents only for apprehending or

otherwise taking into custody a principal who has defaulted on a
bond.

(c) Each professional bondsman licensed under this chapter shall

complete a report, on forms furnished by the Commissioner of Public

Safety, each time such professional bondsman or a bail enforcement

agent working for such professional bondsman apprehends or

otherwise delivers into custody a principal who has defaulted on a

bond. Such report shall include the name of the principal

apprehended, the date and time of the apprehension, the location of

the apprehension, the names of all professional bondsmen and bail

enforcement agents present and participating in the apprehension, the

license number of any bail enforcement agent participating in the

apprehension, the name and location of the police department or

detention facility to which the principal was surrendered and any

other information required by the commissioner. Such report shall be

kept on file at the business office of the professional bondsman for a

period of not less than five years, and shall be subject to inspection by

law enforcement personnel for administrative and investigative

purposes during normal business hours.

Sec. 5. Section 29-152 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2004):

Any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall be
[fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more

than two years or both and his] guilty of a class D felony and such
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person's right to engage in the business of a professional bondsman in

this state shall thereupon be permanently forfeited.

Sec. 6. Section 29-152e of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2004):

No person shall, as a surety on a bond in a criminal proceeding or
an agent of such surety, engage in the business of taking or attempting

to take into custody or otherwise locating, transporting or arranging

the surrender or apprehension of the principal on the bond who has

failed to appear in court and for whom a rearrest warrant or a capias
has been issued pursuant to section 54-65a unless such person is
licensed as a professional bondsman under chapter 533, a surety bail
bond agent under chapter 700f or a bail enforcement agent under

[sections 29-152f to 29-152i, inclusive] chapter 533a.

Sec. 7. Section 29-152f of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2004):

(@) Any person desiring to engage in the business of a bail
enforcement agent shall apply to the Commissioner of Public Safety for
a license therefor. Such application shall set forth under oath the full
name, age, date and place of birth, residence and occupation of the
applicant. It shall also set forth under oath a statement of whether the
applicant has been charged with or convicted of crime, and such other
information, including fingerprints and photographs, as required by

the commissioner. The fee for applying for such license shall be one

hundred dollars. Such fee shall not be refunded if the application is

denied or the applicant cancels the application or fails to provide all

necessary information. The commissioner shall require the applicant to
submit to state and national criminal history records checks. The
criminal history records checks required pursuant to this section shall
be conducted in accordance with section 29-17a. Within five years
prior to the date of application, the applicant shall have successfully
completed a course in the criminal justice system consisting of not less

than twenty hours of study approved by the commissioner.
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(b) No person who has been convicted of a felony or has been
convicted, within the preceding seven years, of any misdemeanor
under section 21a-279, 53a-58, 53a-61, 53a-61a, 53a-62, 53a-63, 53a-96,
53a-173, 53a-175, 53a-176, 53a-178 or 53a-181d or any offense in any

other state the essential elements of which are substantially the same

as such misdemeanor, shall be licensed to do business as a bail

enforcement agent in this state. No person who has been discharged

from military service under other than honorable conditions shall be

licensed to do business as a bail enforcement agent in this state. No

person engaged in law enforcement or vested with police powers shall

be licensed to do business as a bail enforcement agent.

(c) An applicant for a license under this chapter shall be at least

twenty-one vears of age and have a high school diploma or a high

school equivalency diploma. A license may only be issued to a legal
resident of the United States. The Commissioner of Public Safety shall
require each applicant to provide evidence of general liability

insurance coverage to cover recovery activities and personal injury for

false arrest, false imprisonment, libel and slander which coverage shall

be in an amount not less than one hundred thousand dollars.

Sec. 8. Section 29-152g of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2004):

(a) Upon being satisfied, after investigation, that the applicant is a
suitable person to receive a license as a bail enforcement agent, and
that the applicant meets the licensing requirements of [section 29-152f]
this chapter, the Commissioner of Public Safety may issue a license to
such applicant to do business in this state as a bail enforcement agent.
[The fee for such license shall be one hundred dollars.] Each such
license shall be for such term not exceeding one year as said
commissioner determines. Any bail enforcement agent holding a
license issued pursuant to this [section or section 29-152h] chapter shall
notify the commissioner within two business days of any change of

address. The notification shall include the bail enforcement agent's old
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address and new address.

(b) Each person licensed as a bail enforcement agent under the

provisions of this chapter shall obtain the approval of the

Commissioner of Public Safety for any trade name such licensee

intends to use. No trade name that implies any association with any

municipal, county, state or federal government or any agency thereof

or that may tend to mislead the public shall be used.

Sec. 9. Section 29-152h of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2004):

(a) Each person licensed as a bail enforcement agent under the
provisions of [sections 29-152f to 29-152i, inclusive] this chapter, may
apply for a renewal of such license [upon] on renewal application
forms provided by the Commissioner of Public Safety. [and requiring]

Such forms shall require the disclosure of such information as said

commissioner requires in determining whether or not such agent's
suitability to continue in such business has changed since the issuance

of any prior license. The commissioner may also require that, as a

condition of the renewal of the license of a bail enforcement agent,

such bail enforcement agent attend training consisting of not less than

eight hours biennially. The required training shall be as specified in

regulations adopted by the commissioner in accordance with chapter
4.

(b) The fee for renewal of a bail enforcement agent's license shall be
one hundred dollars.

Sec. 10. Section 29-152i of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2004):

The Commissioner of Public Safety may suspend, revoke or refuse
to renew the license of any bail enforcement agent, provided notice
shall have been given to the licensee to appear before the

commissioner to show cause why the license should not be suspended,
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revoked or refused renewal, upon a finding by the commissioner that:
(1) The licensee has violated any of the terms or provisions of [sections
29-152e to 29-152m, inclusive, or section 38a-660a] chapter 533a or any
of the regulations adopted under section 29-1520, as amended by this

act; (2) the licensee has practiced fraud, deceit or misrepresentation; (3)
the licensee has made a material misstatement in the application for
issuance or renewal of such license; (4) the licensee has demonstrated
incompetence or untrustworthiness in the conduct of the licensee’s
business; (5) the licensee has been convicted of a felony, a

misdemeanor specified in section 29-152f, as amended by this act, or

any other crime affecting the licensee’s honesty, integrity or moral
fitness; or (6) the licensee is unsuitable. The suspension or revocation
of, or the refusal to renew, any bail enforcement agent's license shall
also constitute the revocation of the bail enforcement agent's firearms

permit issued pursuant to section 29-152m, as amended by this act.

Any bail enforcement agent who fails to surrender such license within
five days of notification in writing of the suspension or revocation of,
or refusal to renew, such license shall be guilty of a class C
misdemeanor. Any party aggrieved by an order of the commissioner
under this section may appeal therefrom in accordance with the
provisions of section 4-183, except venue for such appeal shall be in the
judicial district of Hartford.

Sec. 11. Section 29-152j of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2004):

The Commissioner of Public Safety shall furnish to all courts and to
all organized police departments in the state, the names of all persons
licensed as professional bondsmen wunder chapter 533 or bail
enforcement agents under the provisions of [sections 29-152f to 29-
152i, inclusive] this chapter, and shall forthwith notify such courts and
all such police departments of any change in any such bondsman's or
agent's status or of the suspension or revocation of the license of any

such bondsman or agent to engage in such business.
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Sec. 12. Section 29-152k of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2004):

(a) Prior to taking or attempting to take into custody the principal
on a bond, a professional bondsman licensed under chapter 533, a
surety bail bond agent licensed under chapter 700f or a bail
enforcement agent licensed under [sections 29-152f to 29-152i,
inclusive] this chapter, shall notify the police department or resident
state trooper for, or state police troop having jurisdiction over, the
municipality in which the principal is believed to be located of such

bondsman's or agent's intentions.

(b) Anv bail enforcement agent licensed under this chapter or surety

bail bond agent licensed under chapter 700f shall complete a report, on

a form furnished by the Commissioner of Public Safety, each time such

agent apprehends or otherwise delivers into custody, a principal who

has defaulted on a bond. Such report shall include the name of the

principal apprehended, the date and time of the apprehension, the

location of the apprehension, the name of each professional bondsman,

surety bail bond agent or bail enforcement agent present and

participating in the apprehension, the license number assigned to

every bail enforcement agent participating in the apprehension, the

name and location of the police department or detention facility to

which the principal was surrendered and any other information

required by the commissioner. Such report shall be maintained by each

surety bail bond agent or bail enforcement agent for a period of not

less than five vears and shall be subject to inspection by law

enforcement personnel for administrative and investigative purposes

during normal business hours.

(c) Each bail enforcement agent licensed under this chapter shall

collect a fee from the professional bondsman or surety bail bond agent

for locating and taking into custody a principal who has defaulted on a

bond. Such fee may include travel expenses and other reasonable costs.

(d) A bail enforcement agent licensed under this chapter shall not
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collect fees or payments on behalf of the professional bondsman or

surety bail bond agent or demand or collect fees of any type from the

principal on a bond, any bond cosignor or any other family member or

associate of the principal.

Sec. 13. Section 29-1521 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2004):

(a) No professional bondsman licensed under chapter 533, surety
bail bond agent licensed under chapter 700f or bail enforcement agent
licensed under [sections 29-152f to 29-152i, inclusive] this chapter, shall
wear, carry or display any uniform, badge, shield or other insignia or
emblems that purport to indicate that such bondsman or agent is an
employee, officer or agent of the state or any political subdivision of

the state or of the federal government.

(b) The Commissioner of Public Safety shall design a distinctive

identification card for professional bondsmen, surety bail bond agents

and bail enforcement agents who conduct bail enforcement activities

with the words "Bail Enforcement Agent" thereon and shall assign an

identification number to each such card. Each such professional

bondsman, surety bail bond agent and bail enforcement agent shall

carry, wear or display such identification card while conducting

investigations. Whenever attempting to apprehend a principal on a

bond, each professional bondsman, surety bail bond agent and bail

enforcement agent shall wear such identification card in plain sight

above his or her waist and wear a jacket, shirt or vest with the words

"Bail Bondsman" or "Bail Enforcement Agent" as the case may be, on

both the front and the back of such jacket, shirt or vest in two-inch

vellow reflective letters.

Sec. 14. Section 29-152m of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2004):

(@) No professional bondsman licensed under chapter 533, surety

bail bond agent licensed under chapter 700f or bail enforcement agent
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licensed under [sections 29-152f to 29-152i, inclusive] this chapter, shall
carry a pistol, revolver or other firearm while engaging in the business
of a professional bondsman, surety bail bond agent or bail enforcement
agent, as the case may be, or while traveling to or from such business
unless such bondsman or agent obtains a special permit from the
Commissioner of Public Safety in accordance with the provisions of
subsection (b) of this section. The permit required under this section
shall be in addition to the permit requirement imposed under section
29-28.

(b) The Commissioner of Public Safety may grant to any
professional bondsman licensed under chapter 533, surety bail bond
agent licensed under chapter 700f or bail enforcement agent licensed
under [sections 29-152f to 29-152i, inclusive] this chapter, a permit to
carry a pistol or revolver or other firearm while engaging in the
business of professional bondsman, surety bail bond agent or bail
enforcement agent, as the case may be, or while traveling to or from
such business, provided that such bondsman or agent has proven to
the satisfaction of the commissioner that such bondsman or agent has
successfully completed a course, approved by the commissioner, of
training in the safety and use of firearms. The commissioner shall
adopt regulations in accordance with the provisions of chapter 54
concerning the approval of schools, institutions or organizations
offering such courses, requirements for instructors and the required
number of hours and content of such courses.

(c) Application for a permit issued pursuant to this section shall be
made on forms provided by the commissioner and shall be
accompanied by a thirty-one-dollar fee. Such permit shall have an
expiration date that coincides with that of the state permit to carry a
pistol or revolver issued pursuant to section 29-28. A permit issued
pursuant to this section shall be renewable every five years with a
renewal fee of thirty-one dollars. The commissioner shall send, by first
class mail, a notice of expiration of the bail enforcement agent firearms

permit issued pursuant to this section, together with a notice of
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expiration of the permit to carry a pistol or revolver issued pursuant to
section 29-28, in one combined form. The commissioner shall send
such combined notice to the holder of the permits not later than ninety
days before the date of the expiration of both permits, and shall
enclose a form for renewal of the permits. A bail enforcement agent
firearms permit issued pursuant to this section shall be valid for a
period of ninety days after the expiration date, except this provision
shall not apply if the permit to carry a pistol or revolver has been
revoked or revocation is pending pursuant to section 29-32, in which

case the bail enforcement agent firearms permit shall also be revoked.

(d) Anv professional bondsman, surety bail bond agent or bail

enforcement agent who fails to surrender a firearms permit issued

pursuant to this section within five days of notification, in writing, of

the revocation of such permit, shall be guilty of a class C misdemeanor.

(e) Each professional bondsman, surety bail bond agent and bail

enforcement agent issued a firearms permit pursuant to this section

shall attend an annual firearms recertification course, as approved by

the commissioner pursuant to regulations adopted under subsection

(b) of this section. Proof of recertification shall be required at the time

of renewal of the firearms permit.

Sec. 15. Section 29-152n of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2004):

Any person who violates any provision of [sections 29-152e to
29-152m, inclusive, and 38a-660a] this chapter shall be guilty of a class
D felony.

Sec. 16. Section 29-1520 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2004):

The Commissioner of Public Safety shall adopt regulations, in
accordance with the provisions of chapter 54, to carry out the
provisions of [sections 29-152f to 29-152i, inclusive] this chapter.
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Sec. 17. (NEW) (Effective October 1, 2004) The Commissioner of
Public Safety shall establish a maximum bond limit that a professional
bondsman may issue based upon assessment of the applicant's
declared assets and liabilities. Such maximum bond limit shall be
established upon issuance of the initial professional bond license and
annually thereafter upon renewal of the license. The bondsman shall
be notified in writing of the maximum bond limit and shall not at any
time exceed such limit.

This act shall take effect as follows:
Section 1 October 1, 2004
Sec. 2 October 1, 2004
Sec. 3 October 1, 2004
Sec. 4 October 1, 2004
Sec. 5 October 1, 2004
Sec. 6 October 1, 2004
Sec. 7 October 1, 2004
Sec. 8 October 1, 2004
Sec. 9 October 1, 2004
Sec. 10 October 1, 2004
Sec. 11 October 1, 2004
Sec. 12 October 1, 2004
Sec. 13 October 1, 2004
Sec. 14 October 1, 2004
Sec. 15 October 1, 2004
Sec. 16 October 1, 2004
Sec. 17 October 1, 2004

Statement of Purpose:

To add twelve misdemeanors to the grounds for denying, suspending,
or revoking a professional bondsman’s license, thus making the
standards the same as for a bail enforcement agent license; strengthen
other eligibility criteria for both licenses by adding minimum age,
education, legal United States residency, and other requirements;
expand revocation grounds for a bondsman license; set mandatory
prelicensing requirements for bondsmen and allow the Commissioner
of Public Safety to mandate training as a condition of renewing a bail
enforcement agent’s license; require bail enforcement agent license
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applicants to give the commissioner evidence of at least one hundred
thousand dollars general liability insurance coverage and other
insurance to cover recovery activities and personal injury for false
arrest, false imprisonment, libel and slander; require the said
commissioner to approve bail enforcement agents’ trade names and
ban names implying any association with a town, county, state, or
federal government agency or which may tend to mislead the public;
revoke automatically the bail enforcement agent’s license and special
gun permit of a professional bondsman whose license is suspended or
revoked and make failure to surrender the license or permit within five
days of written revocation notice a class C misdemeanor, punishable
by up to three months imprisonment, a fine of up to five hundred
dollars, or both; require bondsmen to use the services of licensed bail
enforcement agents only and produce and keep a record available for
law enforcement inspection; make the current one hundred dollar
license application and renewal fee nonrefundable if the application is
denied or an applicant cancels it or fails to provide all necessary
information, and explicitly specifies a one hundred dollar renewal fee,
thus making the law conform to practice; require bondsmen to notify
the commissioner of their old and new addresses within two business
days after a change of address, a standard that currently applies to bail
enforcement agents; increase the penalty for violating the bondsmen
laws to a class D felony, the same as the existing penalty for violating
bail enforcement agent laws; and to make technical changes.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline,
except that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is
not underlined.]
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