General Assembly Amendment
January Session, 2003 LCO No. 7400

*SB0093007400HRO*
Offered by:

REP. SAWYER, 55th Dist.

To: Subst. Senate Bill No. 930 File No. 282 Cal. No. 587

"AN ACT CONCERNING THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR
VEHICLES."
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After the last section, add the following and renumber sections and

internal references accordingly:

"Sec. 501. Subsection (b) of section 14-36a of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective
October 1, 2003):

(b) A class 1 or 2 operator's license which contains the endorsement
"P" evidences that the holder meets the requirements of section 14-44
to operate a taxicab, motor vehicle in livery service, or service bus that
is not used for school transportation purposes. A class 1 or 2 operator's
license which contains the endorsement "S" evidences that the holder
meets the requirements of section 14-44 to operate a student

transportation vehicle, as defined in section 14-212. A class 1 or 2

operator's license which contains the endorsement "M" evidences that

the holder meets the requirements of section 14-40a, as amended by
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this act, to operate a motorcycle.

Sec. 502. Section 14-40a of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2003):

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, no person
shall operate a motorcycle on any public highway of this state until
[he] such person has obtained a motorcycle operator's license or a
motor vehicle operator's license with a motorcycle endorsement from

the commissioner. Any person who has obtained a motorcycle

operator's license prior to obtaining a motor vehicle operator's license

shall, at the time of obtaining a motor vehicle operator's license,

relinguish such motorcycle operator's license and shall request a

motorcycle endorsement be placed on the motor vehicle operator's

license before operating a motorcycle on any public hichway. Such

endorsement shall be issued to replace any valid motorcycle operator's

license.

(b) A person who is sixteen years of age or older and who has not
had such a license suspended or revoked may apply to the
commissioner for a [learner's] training permit. The commissioner may
issue a [learner's] training permit, containing such limitation as he
deems advisable, to an applicant after the applicant has passed all
parts of the examination, other than the driving test, for a motorcycle

operator's license or a motor vehicle operator's license with a

motorcycle endorsement as required by subsection (e) of this section.

The [learner's] training permit shall entitle the applicant, while he has
the permit in his immediate possession, to drive a motorcycle on the
public highways, other than multiple lane limited access highways, for
a period of sixty days. A [learner's] training permit may be renewed, or
a new permit issued, for an additional period of sixty days. On and
after January 1, 1990, each applicant issued a [learner's] training permit
shall, while operating a motorcycle, wear protective headgear of a type
which conforms to the minimum specifications established by

regulations adopted under subsection (b) of section 14-289g.
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(c) No motorcycle operator's license or motor vehicle operator's

license with a motorcycle endorsement shall be issued until (1) the

applicant for the license signs and files with the commissioner an
application under oath, except that renewals from the year
immediately preceding need not be under oath, stating such
information as the commissioner requires, and (2) the commissioner is
satisfied that the applicant is sixteen years of age or older and is a

suitable person to receive the license.

(d) (1) No motorcycle operator's license or motor vehicle operator's

license with a motorcycle endorsement shall be issued to any person
between sixteen and eighteen years of age unless a certificate, in such
form as the commissioner prescribes, requesting or consenting to the
issuance of the license has been signed and filed with the
commissioner by: (A) One or both parents or foster parents of the
applicant, as the commissioner requires, or (B) the legal guardian of
the applicant, or (C) the applicant's spouse, if the spouse is eighteen
years of age or older. (2) No motorcycle operator's license or motor
vehicle operator's license with a motorcycle endorsement shall be

issued to any person between sixteen and eighteen years of age unless
the applicant presents to the commissioner a certificate of the
successful completion in a public secondary school, a state vocational
school or private secondary school of a full course of study in motor
vehicle operation prepared as provided by section 14-36e or of training
of similar nature provided by a licensed drivers' school approved by
the commissioner, including, in each case, successful completion of not
less than six clock hours of actual road instruction. No person may
cause or permit the operation of a motorcycle by a person under
sixteen years of age. The commissioner may accept as evidence of
sufficient training a certificate signed by the spouse, being eighteen
years of age or older, of a married minor applicant, or by a parent or a
foster parent or the legal guardian of an applicant which states that the
applicant has successfully completed a driving course taught by the
person signing the certificate and that the signer has held an operator's
license for at least two years preceding the date of the certificate or, if
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the applicant has no spouse, parent, foster parent or guardian so
qualified and available to give the instruction, a certificate signed by
the applicant's stepparent, brother, sister, uncle or aunt, by blood or
marriage, provided the person signing the certificate is qualified and at
least eighteen years of age or older. The commissioner shall provide
forms for the certificates, which shall be called home training
certificates. If the commissioner requires a written examination of any
applicant under this section, the examination shall be given in English
or Spanish at the option of the applicant, provided the commissioner
shall require that the applicant shall have sufficient understanding of

English for the interpretation of traffic control signs.

(e) Before granting a license or a motorcycle endorsement to any

applicant who has not had a Connecticut motorcycle operator's license

or held such an endorsement at any time within the preceding two

years, the commissioner shall require the applicant to demonstrate

personally to [him, his] the commissioner, a deputy or a motor vehicle

inspector or an agent of the commissioner, in such manner as the
commissioner directs, that the applicant is a proper person to operate a
motorcycle, has sufficient knowledge of the mechanism of a

motorcycle to ensure its safe operation by [him] such applicant, and

has satisfactory knowledge of the law concerning motorcycles and
other motor vehicles, and the rules of the road. On and after January 1,
1990, an applicant under the age of eighteen shall also demonstrate

that [he] such applicant has successfully completed a novice

motorcycle training course offered by the Department of
Transportation or approved by the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles. If

an applicant has had a license or held such an endorsement from a

state where a similar examination or course is required, the
commissioner may waive part or all of any such requirement. When
the commissioner is satisfied as to the ability and competency of the

applicant, [he] the commissioner may issue a license or an

endorsement to [him] such applicant, either unlimited or containing
such limitations as the commissioner deems advisable. If an applicant

or motorcycle operator license or endorsement holder has any health
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problem which might affect such person's ability to operate a
motorcycle safely, the commissioner may require the applicant or

license or endorsement holder to demonstrate personally that,

notwithstanding the problem, [he] such person is a proper person to

operate a motorcycle, and [he] the commissioner may further require a
certificate of the applicant's condition, sighed by a medical authority

designated by [him] the commissioner, which certificate shall, in all

cases, be treated as confidential by the commissioner. A license or an
endorsement, containing such limitation as the commissioner deems
advisable may be issued or renewed in any case, but nothing in this
section shall be construed to prevent the commissioner from refusing a

license or an endorsement, either limited or unlimited, to any person

or suspending a license or an endorsement of a person whom [he] the

commissioner deems incapable of safely operating a motorcycle.

(f) No person shall operate a motorcycle in any manner in violation

of the limitations imposed in a limited license or endorsement issued

to [him] such person.

(g) Any person who violates any provision of subsection (a), (b), (c),
(d) or (f) of this section shall, for a first offense, be deemed to have
committed an infraction and be fined not less than thirty-five dollars
nor more than fifty dollars and, for any subsequent offense, shall be
fined not more than one hundred dollars or imprisoned not more than
thirty days, or both.

Sec. 503. Sections 2 to 15, inclusive, of substitute senate bill 921 of

the current session are repealed."
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