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General Assembly Amendment
February Session, 2002 LCO No. 3182

*HB0548803182HD0O*
Offered by:

REP. O'ROURKE, 32nd Dist.
REP. HAMZY, 78t Dist.
SEN. FONFARA, 1st Dist.
SEN. RORABACK, 30th Dist.

To: House Bill No. 5488 File No. 310 Cal. No. 203

"AN ACT CONCERNING ELECTIONS."
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Strike everything after the enacting clause and substitute the

following in lieu thereof:

"Section 1. Subsection (b) of section 9-19h of the general statutes, as
amended by section 6 of public act 01-26, is repealed and the following
is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective January 1, 2003):

(b) In addition to the requirements of subsection (a) of this section,
the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, not later than January 1, 1994,
shall include an application for the admission of an elector with each
application form provided for a motor vehicle operator's license and a
motor vehicle operator's license renewal, which are issued under
subpart (B) of part III of chapter 246, and with each application form
provided for an identity card issued under section 1-1h. Such

application form for the admission of an elector (1) shall be subject to
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the approval of the Secretary of the State, (2) shall not include any
provisions for the witnessing of the application, and (3) shall contain a
statement that (A) specifies each eligibility requirement, (B) contains
an attestation that the applicant meets each such requirement, and (C)
requires the signature of the applicant under penalty of perjury. [On
and after January 1, 1994, the] The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles
shall accept [in person] any such completed application for admission

which is submitted in person or by mail. The applicant shall state on

such form, under penalty of perjury, the applicant's name, bona fide
residence address, date of birth, whether the applicant is a United
States citizen, party enrollment, if any, prior voting address, if
registered previously, and that the applicant's privileges as an elector
are not forfeited by reason of conviction of a felony. No Social Security
number on any such application form for the admission of an elector
tiled prior to January 1, 2000, may be disclosed to the public or to any
governmental agency. The commissioner shall indicate on each such
form the date of receipt of such application to ensure that any eligible
applicant is registered to vote in an election if it is received by the
Commissioner of Motor Vehicles by the last day for registration to vote

in an election. The commissioner shall provide the applicant with an

application receipt, on a form approved by the Secretary of the State

and on which the commissioner shall record the date that the

commissioner received the application, using an official date stamp

bearing the words "Department of Motor Vehicles". The commissioner

shall provide such receipt whether the application was submitted in

person or by mail. The commissioner shall forthwith transmit the

application to the registrars of voters of the applicant's town of
residence. If a registration application is accepted within five days
before the last day for registration to vote in a regular election, the
application shall be transmitted to the registrars of voters of the town
of voting residence of the applicant not later than five days after the
date of acceptance. The procedures in subsections (c), (d), (f) and (g) of
section 9-23g, as amended by this act, which are not inconsistent with
the National Voter Registration Act of 1993, P.L. 103-31, as amended

from time to time, shall apply to applications made under this section.
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The commissioner is not an admitting official and may not restore,
under the provisions of section 9-46a, electoral privileges of persons

convicted of a felony.

Sec. 2. Subsection (b) of section 9-23g of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective
January 1, 2003):

(b) The Secretary of the State shall prescribe, and provide to
registrars of voters, town clerks and voter registration agencies, as

defined in section 9-23n, as amended by this act, application forms and

other materials necessary to complete such application and admission
process. The Secretary of the State, registrars of voters and town clerks
shall provide a reasonable number of such forms and materials to any
elector who requests such forms and materials. The secretary shall

also, in the course of [his] the secretary's elections duties, prepare

instructions and related materials describing procedures for such
application and admission process and shall provide the materials to
registrars of voters and town clerks. The application shall contain the

information required under section 9-23h, as amended by this act. All

statements of the applicant shall be made under the penalties of
perjury. The application for admission as an elector shall include a
statement that (1) specifies each eligibility requirement, (2) contains an
attestation that the application meets each such requirement, and (3)
requires the signature of the applicant under penalty of perjury.
Nothing in this section or section 9-23h, as amended by this act, shall

require that the application be executed in the state. An applicant who

is unable to write may cause [his] the applicant's name to be signed on

the application form by an authorized agent who shall, in the space
provided for the signature, write the name of the applicant followed
by the word "by" and [his] the agent's own signature. The completed
application may be mailed or returned in person to the office of the
registrars of voters or the office of the town clerk of the applicant's
town of residence or a voter registration agency. If the applicant

entrusts [his] the applicant's application to another person or to such a

voter registration agency for mailing or return to the registrars of
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voters, such person or agency shall immediately mail or return the

application. Any such voter registration agency shall also provide the

applicant with an application receipt, on which the agency shall record

the date that the agency received the application, using an official date

stamp bearing the name of the agency. The agency shall provide such

receipt whether the application was submitted in person or by mail.

The town clerk shall promptly forward any application which [he] the
town clerk receives to the registrars of voters. Such application form
shall be provided by or authorized by the Secretary of the State.

Sec. 3. Subsection (d) of section 9-23g of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective
January 1, 2003):

(d) (1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the
privileges of an elector for any applicant for admission under this
section and section 9-23h, as amended by this act, shall attach

immediately upon approval by the registrar, and the registrars shall

enter the name of the elector on the registry list.

(2) Except as provided in subdivision (3) of this subsection, if a
mailed application is postmarked, or if a delivered application is
received in the office of the registrars of voters, after the fourteenth day
before an election or after the fifth day before a primary, the privileges
of an elector shall not attach until the day after such election or
primary, as the case may be.

(3) If an application is received after the fourteenth day before an
election or after the fifth day before a primary by the Commissioner of
Motor Vehicles or by a voter registration agency, the privileges of an
elector shall not attach until the day after the election or primary, as
the case may be, or on the day the registrar approves it, whichever is
later.

(4) If on the day of an election or primary, the name of an applicant
does not appear on the official check list, such applicant may present
to the moderator at the polls either a notice of acceptance received
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through the mail [to the moderator at the polls, after which] or an

application receipt that was previously provided to the applicant

pursuant to section 9-19e, subsection (b) of section 9-19h, as amended

by this act, subsection (b) of this section, as amended by this act, or

section 9-23n, as amended by this act. If an applicant presents said

notice or receipt, and either the registrars of voters find the original

application or the applicant submits a new application at the polls, the

registrar, or assistant registrar [,] upon notice to and approval by the

registrar, shall add such person's name and address to the official
check list on such day and the person shall be allowed to vote if

otherwise eligible to vote and the person presents to the checkers at the

polling place a preprinted form of identification pursuant to

subparagraph (A) of subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of section 9-261.

Sec. 4. Section 9-23n of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective January 1, 2003):

(@) As used in this section, "voter registration agency" means (1)
public assistance offices, (2) all offices in the state that provide
state-funded programs primarily engaged in providing services to
persons with disabilities, (3) libraries that are open to the public, and
(4) such other appropriate offices as the Secretary of the State shall
designate in accordance with the National Voter Registration Act of
1993, P.L. 103-31, as amended from time to time.

(b) Voter registration agencies shall (1) distribute mail voter
registration application forms, (2) assist applicants for such assistance
or services in completing voter registration application forms, except
for applicants who refuse such assistance, [and] (3) accept completed
voter registration application forms and [forthwith transmit such

forms] provide each applicant with an application receipt, on which

the agency shall record the date that the agency received the

application, using an official date stamp bearing the name of the

agency, and (4) immediately transmit all such applications to the

registrars of voters of the town of voting residence of the applicants.

The agency shall provide such receipt whether the application was
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submitted in person or by mail. If a registration application is accepted

within five days before the last day for registration to vote in a regular
election, the application shall be transmitted to the registrars of voters
of the town of voting residence of the applicant not later than five days
after the date of acceptance. The voter registration agency shall
indicate on the completed mail voter registration application form,
without indicating the identity of the voter registration agency, the
date of its acceptance by such agency, to ensure that any eligible
applicant is registered to vote in an election if it is received by the
registration agency by the last day for registration to vote in an
election. If a state-funded program primarily engaged in providing
services to persons with disabilities provides services to a person with
a disability at the person's home, the agency shall provide such voter
registration services at the person's home. The procedures in
subsections (c), (d), (f) and (g) of section 9-23g, as amended by this act,

that are not inconsistent with the National Voter Registration Act of
1993, P.L. 103-31, as amended from time to time, shall apply to
applications made under this section. Officials and employees of such
voter registration agencies are not admitting officials, as defined in
section 9-17a, and may not restore, under the provisions of section

9-46a, electoral privileges of persons convicted of a felony.

Sec. 5. Section 9-23h of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective January 1, 2003):

The application provided for in section 9-23g, as amended by this

act, shall provide spaces for the following information for each
applicant: (1) Name, (2) bona fide residence, including street number,
street address, apartment number if applicable, town and zip code, (3)
telephone number, (4) date of birth, (5) whether the applicant is
registered as an elector in any other town in the state of Connecticut or
in any other state, and if so, the applicant's last previous voting
residence, (6) whether [he] the applicant is a United States citizen, (7)
party affiliation, if any, and (8) the applicant's signature and date of
signature. The spaces for the applicant's telephone number and party

affiliation shall indicate that such information does not have to be
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182  provided. No Social Security number on any such form filed prior to

183  January 1, 2000, may be disclosed to the public or to any governmental

184  agency. The application shall contain a notice that if the applicant does
185 not receive a notice of acceptance or rejection of the application from

186  the office of the registrars of voters for the municipality in which the

187 applicant resides, the applicant should contact said office. The

188  application shall also contain any other information, questions or

189  instructions prescribed by the Secretary of the State."

This act shall take effect as follows:

Section 1 January 1, 2003
Sec. 2 January 1, 2003
Sec. 3 January 1, 2003
Sec. 4 January 1, 2003
Sec. 5 January 1, 2003
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