
[image: image1.wmf]
	January 18, 2001
	
	2001-R-0116

	STATISTICS ON ASSAULTS AGAINST WOMEN


	By: Sandra Norman-Eady, Chief Attorney


You wanted national and Connecticut statistics on the number of assaults committed annually against (1) women and (2) pregnant women.

NATIONAL STATISTICS ON ASSAULTS AGAINST WOMEN

Women represent 4.8 of every 1,000 aggravated assault victims age 12 and older, according to the latest figures from the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS), compiled from the National Crime Victimization Survey completed by approximately 50,000 households and 100,000 individuals.  They represent 18.8 of 1,000 simple assault victims age 12 and older. From these statistics, the BJS has concluded that each year women are the victims of more than 4.5 million violent crimes, including approximately 500,000 rapes and other sexual assaults.

Domestic violence groups advocate that domestic violence is the single largest cause of injury to women in the United States, more common than automobile accidents, muggings, and rapes combined.  BJS conservatively estimates this figure at one million women each year.  The American Psychological Association estimates the figure at closer to four million women per year.  Put another way, the Federal Bureau of Investigations estimates that one woman is beaten by her partner or husband every 15 seconds in the United States.  The U.S. Department of Justice estimates the rate of abuse at closer to one woman every nine seconds.  

CONNECTICUT STATISTICS ON ASSAULTS AGAINST WOMEN

The State Police keeps crime statistics for law enforcement administration, operation, and management.  Primarily, statistics are maintained on seven crimes that the federal government uses to gauge fluctuations in the overall volume and rate of crime.  With one exception, the data identifies the crime and characteristics of the offender, such as age and gender.  Family violence statistics indicate the victim’s gender.  

A “family violence crime” occurs whenever a crime is committed resulting in an injury or the likelihood that physical violence will occur and the relationship between the parties meets the statutory definition of “family or household members.”  By law, “family or household member” means spouses, former spouses, parents and their children, people aged 18 and older related by blood or marriage, people aged 16 or older presently residing together or who have resided together, people who have a child in common regardless of whether they are or have been married or have lived together, and people in or who were recently in a dating relationship (CGS § 46b-38b).  

The latest report by the State Police shows that women represented 12, 906 (76.7%) of the 16,822 victims of family violence during 1999.  The statistics do not show the specific crimes the 12, 906 women were victims of but assaults made up over one-third of all of the family violence crimes.  Other crimes included homicide, sexual assault, disorderly conduct, and breach of peace. Table 1 shows the number of victims resulting from each family violence incident. The relationship between the victims and the offenders varied, with most of them categorized as “live-in” (people who either lived together at the time of the incident or used to live together).  

With the exception of family violence incidents, the State Police does not track the gender of crime victims.

Table 1: Victims of Family Violence in 1999

	Offenses
	Victims

	Homicide
	       23

	Assault
	  5,996

	Kidnapping
	       27

	Sexual Assault
	       76

	Criminal Mischief
	     884

	Risk of Injury
	     787

	Breach of Peace
	  3,324

	Disorderly Conduct
	  4,114

	Other
	  1,591

	Total
	16,822


ASSAULTS AGAINST PREGNANT WOMEN

There is no empirical evidence of the number of assaults against pregnant women, either on the national or state level.  But Domestic violence groups, like the Family Violence Coalition, have collected anecdotal evidence that pregnant women are at twice the risk of battery by their male partners compared to women who are not pregnant.  These groups report that 40% of assaults against women by their male partners begin during their first pregnancy.  Additionally, diagnostic guidelines on domestic violence released by the American Medical Association in 1992 showed that 23% of the women seeking prenatal care were victims of domestic violence. 

The National Institute of Justice is attempting to rectify the absence of empirical data in this area by funding a study on the rate at which pregnant women are victims of serious violence.  The study began on January 1, 1999 and is supposed to be completed on April 1, 2001.  If a report is produced, we will get a copy of it and send it to you.

In 1999, the Connecticut General Assembly passed PA 99-186, which subjects anyone who assaults a pregnant woman to the same enhanced criminal penalty as those who assault people who are age 60 or older, blind, or disabled.  The enhancement is a mandatory minimum term of imprisonment that may not be suspended or reduced.  The length of the mandatory term depends on the degree of the assault, but in no case exceeds five years.  A defendant can avoid the enhanced penalty if he did not know the victim was pregnant when he committed the crime.  We asked the Judicial Department for the number of cases prosecuted under this statute but the statistician was unable to isolate cases where the victim was pregnant from those where the victim was aged, blind, or disabled.
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