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AN ACT CONCERNING FAIR PRICING OF PRESCRIPTION DRUGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General

Assembly convened:

That the general statutes be amended to provide that : (1) Similar to

the Maine Rx Program, the State of Connecticut as a market participant

LCO No. 2587

{D:\Conversion\Tob\n\2001HB-06275-R00-HB.doc }

10f2



Proposed Bill No. 6275

O 0 NI O U & W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

shall serve as a pharmaceutical benefit manager on behalf of residents
who have no prescription drug benefit as a part of a private or public
health insurance program and who enroll in the ConnPACE Part B
program, negotiating pharmaceutical drug discounts and voluntary
rebates which may be used to provide lower prices or reimbursements
to such residents and retail pharmacies; (2) there be established a drug
price fairness review board consisting of members of the legislature,
relevant state agencies, pharmaceutical industry, pharmacists, business
community, health insurance industry, providers, and advocates for
low income and senior citizens; (3) by January 2004, the board shall
determine whether prescription drug prices paid under the
ConnPACE Part B program are reasonably comparable to the lowest
prescription drug prices paid by large purchasers in the state and the
Federal Supply schedule, and determine the impact of the ConnPACE
Part B program on prices charged to businesses, hospitals and other
providers of health care; (4) the board shall review the prices charged
for prescription drugs in Connecticut and other jurisdictions, including
prices under bulk purchase programs and other information and
determine a maximum manufacturer price for each of the drugs
offered for sale in Connecticut; and (5) if the board determines that
such prices are not comparable, no drug manufacturer may sell its
drugs in Connecticut at a price exceeding the maximum established by
the board without sanctions to be determined by the General

Assembly.

Statement of Purpose:
To lower the cost of prescription drugs for residents, businesses and
the State of Connecticut.
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