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House of Representatives, April 11, 2001 
 
The Committee on General Law reported through REP. FOX of 
the 144th Dist., Chairperson of the Committee on the part of 
the House, that the substitute bill ought to pass. 
 

 
 

 
AN ACT ENSURING THE AVAILABILITY OF CAPTIONED MOVIES TO 
HEARING-IMPAIRED PERSONS.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

(NEW) Motion picture companies doing business in this state shall 1 
make available and distribute to not fewer than one theater with ten or 2 
more screens an open captioned version or closed captioned version of 3 
any movie with a playing time of not fewer than sixty minutes and 4 
which the noncaptioned version of such movie is shown not fewer 5 
than seven consecutive days in a theater in this state. Any theater with 6 
ten or more screens receiving an open captioned version or closed 7 
captioned version of a movie from a motion picture company pursuant 8 
to this section shall show such version for not fewer than seven 9 
consecutive days during such theater's regular hours at show times 10 
similar to the show times of noncaptioned movies at such theater. Any 11 
such theater may request open captioned or closed captioned versions 12 
of movies and motion picture companies shall supply the requested 13 
version. Any person who violates this section shall be assessed a civil 14 
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penalty of not more than three thousand dollars. 15 

 

GL JOINT FAVORABLE SUBST.  
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The following fiscal impact statement and bill analysis are prepared for the benefit of members of the 

General Assembly, solely for the purpose of information, summarization, and explanation, and do not 

represent the intent of the General Assembly or either House thereof for any purpose: 

 

 

OFA Fiscal Note 
 
 
State Impact: None 

Affected Agencies: Commission on the Deaf and Hearing 
Impaired 
 

Municipal Impact: None 

 

Explanation 

State Impact: 

The bill requires motion picture companies doing business in the 
state to make available to a theater with 10 or more screens an open 
captioned version or closed caption version of any movie with a 
playing time of not fewer than sixty minutes.  There is no fiscal impact 
to the Commission on the Deaf and Hearing Impaired.  
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OLR Bill Analysis 
sHB 6929 
 
AN ACT ENSURING THE AVAILABILITY OF CAPTIONED MOVIES 
TO HEARING-IMPAIRED PERSONS. 
 
SUMMARY: 
This bill requires movie theaters with 10 or more screens to show 
captioned versions of movies at showtimes similar to those for non-
captioned movies. 
 
It requires motion picture companies doing business in the state to 
provide at least one Connecticut movie theater that has 10 or more 
screens with a captioned version of each movie at least 60 minutes long 
shown in any Connecticut theater for at least seven consecutive days. 
The film may either be closed- or open-captioned.  
 
It requires movie theaters with 10 or more screens to show the 
captioned film for at least seven consecutive days at times similar to 
the times it shows non-captioned films. Motion picture companies 
must supply a captioned version of a film to any theater with 10 or 
more screens that requests one.  Violators may be fined up to  $3,000. 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  October 1, 2001 
 
BACKGROUND 
  
Closed-Captioned and Open-Captioned 
 
In open-captioned films, subtitles similar to those in foreign language 
films appear on the main movie screen.  Closed-captioned films 
employ a technology that provides movie-goers with captions 
viewable at their theater seats. 
   
COMMITTEE ACTION 
 
General Law Committee  
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Joint Favorable Substitute  
Yea 16 Nay 0 

 
 


