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House of Representatives, April 25, 2001 
 
The Committee on Education reported through REP. STAPLES 
of the 96th Dist., Chairperson of the Committee on the part of 
the House, that the substitute bill ought to pass. 
 

 
 

 
AN ACT CONCERNING MASTERY TEST EXEMPTIONS.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

Section 1. Section 10-14q of the general statutes is repealed and the 1 
following is substituted in lieu thereof: 2 

The provisions of this chapter shall apply to [any student] all 3 
students requiring special education pursuant to section 10-76a, except 4 
in the rare case when the planning and placement team [of such] for an 5 
individual student determines, [that it would be inappropriate to allow 6 
the student to take the examinations] in accordance with guidelines 7 
issued by the Commissioner of Education, an alternate assessment as 8 
specified by the State Board of Education is appropriate. The State 9 
Board of Education shall adopt regulations, in accordance with chapter 10 
54, to establish such guidelines. The provisions of this chapter shall not 11 
apply to any student enrolled for [thirty] ten school months or less in a 12 
bilingual program pursuant to sections 10-17e and 10-17f or to any 13 
student enrolled for [thirty] ten school months or less in an English as 14 
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a second language program.  15 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001. 16 

 
ED Joint Favorable Subst.  
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The following fiscal impact statement and bill analysis are prepared for the benefit of members of the 

General Assembly, solely for the purpose of information, summarization, and explanation, and do not 

represent the intent of the General Assembly or either House thereof for any purpose: 

 

 

OFA Fiscal Note 
 
 
State Impact: Cost 

Affected Agencies: Department of Education 

Municipal Impact: None 

 

Explanation 

State Impact: 

This bill results in cost of approximately $620,000 to the Department 
of Education within the Development of Mastery Exams line item.  The 
agency is expected to expend approximately $5.5 million on this 
program in FY 01 and the FY 01 - 03 budgets as currently 
recommended contain approximately $6.3 million in FY 02 and $6.9 
million in FY 03 of which the $620,000 associated with the bill is a part. 
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OLR Bill Analysis 
sHB 6751 
 
AN ACT CONCERNING MASTERY TEST EXEMPTIONS. 
 
SUMMARY: 
This bill alters state mastery test exemptions to comply with federal 
law.  It requires a special education student’s planning and placement 
team to follow the education commissioner’s guidelines, instead of 
using its own discretion, to determine whether an alternate assessment 
is appropriate for the student in lieu of taking the Connecticut Mastery 
Test (CMT).  The bill requires the team to use an alternate assessment 
as specified by the State Board of Education (SBE).  It also requires SBE 
to develop the alternate assessment guidelines for the commissioner.   
 
The bill also reduces, from 30 to 10 months, the period bilingual and 
English-as-a-second language students may be exempt from taking the 
CMT. 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  July 1, 2001 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Assessment of Special Education Students Under Federal Law 
 
Federal law requires states to file information with the Secretary of 
Education to show that (1) children with disabilities are included in 
general state and district-wide assessment programs, with appropriate 
accommodations and modifications in administration, if necessary; 
and (2) the state developed and began conducting alternate 
assessments for children with disabilities by July 1, 2000 (20 USC 
§1412(a)(17)(A)). 
 
Assessment of Limited-English-Proficient Students Under Federal 
Law 
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The United States Department of Education sent a memorandum to 
chief state school officers on September 7, 2000 detailing the states’ 
progress in demonstrating compliance with Title I of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act.  The memo dealt with the states’ 
assessment procedures, and highlighted certain issues dealing with 
exemption policies.  In addressing assessments of limited English 
proficient students, the department said that “[b]eyond allowing 
exemptions for students who have not been in a district for one 
academic year, State policies that require or permit the exemption of 
limited English proficient students on the basis of how long they have 
been in school are not acceptable under any circumstances.”   
 
COMMITTEE ACTION 
 
Education Committee 
 

Joint Favorable Substitute 
Yea 31 Nay 0 

 
 


