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House of Representatives

General Assembly File No. 122

January Session, 2001 House Bill No. 6556

House of Representatives, April 3, 2001

The Committee on Environment reported through REP.
STRATTON of the 17th Dist., Chairperson of the Committee
on the part of the House, that the bill ought to pass.

AN ACT CONCERNING THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE
VETERINARIAN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

Section 22-26f of the general statutes is repealed and the following is
substituted in lieu thereof:

(a) There shall be a State Veterinarian who shall be an employee of
the Department of Agriculture and shall serve as the chief livestock
health official for the state.

(b) The State Veterinarian shall possess and retain during [his]
employment a license to practice veterinary medicine in this state. [He]
The State Veterinarian shall possess and retain federal accreditation in

this state through the United States Department of Agriculture Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service and shall have not less than seven

years experience in large animal practice.

(c) The State Veterinarian shall (1) act as the official state
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epidemiologist for animal and poultry diseases, (2) coordinate state
and federal governmental agencies and livestock and poultry
producers to control diseases, and (3) administer and guide the
development and management of disease control and eradication
programs performed by the department. [He] The State Veterinarian

shall act as liaison with other units in the department, other state
agencies and other officials regarding policies concerning disease
control and cruelty to animals [. He] and shall supervise the quarantine

and disposal of animals and poultry condemned because of disease.

(d) The State Veterinarian may issue orders to prevent the spread of
contagious and infectious diseases among animals and poultry and
may protect the public from such diseases as may be transmissible to

human beings, either directly or through the products of such animals.

(e) The State Veterinarian shall annually issue a list of reportable

animal and avian diseases and reportable laboratory findings and

amend such list as the State Veterinarian deems necessary. The State

Veterinarian shall distribute such list as well as any necessary forms

and instructions for use in the reporting of such diseases to each

veterinarian licensed in this state and to each diagnostic laboratory

that conducts tests on animals or birds in this state.

ENV Joint Favorable

HBG6556 / File No. 122 2



HB6556 File No. 122

The following fiscal impact statement and bill analysis are prepared for the benefit of members of the
General Assembly, solely for the purpose of information, summarization, and explanation, and do not

represent the intent of the General Assembly or either House thereof for any purpose:

—
OFA Fiscal Note

State Impact: Minimal Cost
Affected Agencies: Department of Agriculture

Municipal Impact:  None

Explanation

State Impact:

It is estimated that it will cost the Department of Agriculture less
than $1,000 a year to publish and distribute a list of reportable bird and
animal diseases and laboratory findings to certain licensed
veterinarians and diagnostic laboratories in Connecticut. It is
anticipated that this cost can be absorbed within their budgetary

resources.

HBG6556 / File No. 122 3



HB6556 File No. 122

PF:KM:VR:RO

OLR Bill Analysis
HB 6556

AN ACT CONCERNING THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE
VETERINARIAN.

SUMMARY:

This bill requires the state veterinarian to publish annually a list of
reportable bird and animal diseases and laboratory findings. He must
distribute the list, together with any necessary reporting forms and
instructions, to licensed veterinarians and diagnostic laboratories in
the state that test birds and animals. He may amend the list as he sees
fit.

EFFECTIVE DATE: October 1, 2001
COMMITTEE ACTION
Environment Committee

Joint Favorable Report
Yea 27 Nay 0
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