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General Assembly Substitute Bill No. 5317

February Session, 2000

An Act Concerning Revisions To The Education Statutes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:
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Section 1. (NEW) When a student enrolls in a school in a new school
district, the new school district shall provide written notification of
such enrolment to the school district in which the student previously
attended school. The school district in which the student previously
attended school (1) shall transfer the student's education records to the
new school district no later than ten days after receipt of such
notification and (2) if the student's parent or guardian did not give
written authorization for the transfer of such records, shall send
notification of the transfer to the parent or guardian at the same time

that it transfers the records.

Sec. 2. Subsection (a) of section 10-40 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(@@ The Department of Education, in conjunction with the
Department of Social Services, shall coordinate a family resource
center program to provide comprehensive child care services, remedial
educational and literacy services, families-in-training programs and
supportive services to parents who are recipients of temporary family
assistance and other parents in need of such services. The family
resource centers shall be located in or associated with public schools,

and, any family resource center established on or after July 1, 2000,
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Substitute Bill No. 5317

shall be located in a public elementary school unless the Commissioner

of Education waives such requirement. The [Commissioner of

Education] commissioner shall determine the manner in which the

grant recipients of such program, such as municipalities, boards of
education and child care providers shall be selected. The family
resource center shall provide: (1) Quality full-day child care and school
readiness programs for children age three and older who are not
enrolled in school and child care for children enrolled in school up to
the age of twelve for before and after regular school hours and on a
full-day basis during school holidays and school vacation, in
compliance with all state statutes and regulations governing child day

care and, in the case of the school readiness programs, in compliance

with the standards set for such programs pursuant to section 10-16p,

as amended; (2) support services to parents of newborn infants to
ascertain their needs and provide them with referrals to other services
and organizations and, if necessary, education in parenting skills to
such parents; (3) support and educational services to parents whose
children are participants of the child care services of the program and
who are interested in obtaining a high school diploma or its
equivalent. Parents and their preschool age children may attend
classes in parenting and child learning skills together so as to promote
the mutual pursuit of education and enhance parent-child interaction;
(4) training, technical assistance and other support by the staff of the
center to family day care providers in the community and serve as an
information and referral system for other child care needs in the
community or coordinate with such systems as may already exist in
the community; (5) a families-in-training program to provide, within
available appropriations, community support services to expectant
parents and parents of children under the age of three. Such services
shall include, but not be limited to, providing information and advice
to parents on their child's language, cognitive, social and motor
development, visiting a participant's home on a regular basis,
organizing group meetings at the center for neighborhood parents of
young children and providing a reference center for parents who need
special assistance or services. The program shall provide for the

LCO 20f 28



56
57
58
59
60

61
62
63

64
65
66
67
68

69
70
71

72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87

Substitute Bill No. 5317

recruitment of parents to participate in such program; and (6) a sliding
scale of payment, as developed in consultation with the Department of
Social Services, for child care services at the center. The center shall
also provide a teen pregnancy prevention program for adolescents

emphasizing responsible decision-making and communication skills.

Sec. 3. Subsection (a) of section 10-17f of the general statutes, as
amended by section 2 of public act 99-211, is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(@) Annually, the board of education for each local and regional
school district shall ascertain, in accordance with regulations adopted
[.] by the State Board of Education, the eligible students in such school
district and shall classify such students according to their dominant

language.

Sec. 4. Section 10-17g of the general statutes, as amended by section
8 of public act 99-211, is repealed and the following is substituted in
lieu thereof:

[For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1979, and annually thereafter]
Annually, the board of education for each local and regional school

district that is required to provide a program of bilingual education,

pursuant to section 10-17f, as amended by this act, may make
application to the State Board of Education and shall thereafter receive
a grant in an amount equal to the product obtained by multiplying the
total appropriation available for such purpose by the ratio which the
number of eligible children in the school district bears to the total
number of such eligible children state-wide. The board of education for
each local and regional school district receiving funds pursuant to this
section shall annually, on or before September first, submit to the State
Board of Education a progress report which shall include (1) measures
of increased educational opportunities for eligible students, including
language support services and language transition support services
provided to such students, (2) program evaluation and measures of the

effectiveness of its bilingual education and English as a second
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Substitute Bill No. 5317

language programs, including data on students in bilingual education
programs and students educated exclusively in English as a second
language programs, and (3) certification by the board of education
submitting the report that any funds received pursuant to this section
have been used for the purposes specified. The State Board of
Education shall annually evaluate programs conducted pursuant to

section 10-17f, as amended by this act. For purposes of this section,

measures of the effectiveness of bilingual education and English as a
second language programs include state-wide mastery examination
results and graduation and school dropout rates.

Sec. 5. Subsection (i) of section 10-66bb of the general statutes, as
amended by section 5 of public act 99-289, is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(i) The State Board of Education may revoke a charter if a charter
school has failed to: (1) Comply with the terms of probation, including
the failure to file or implement a corrective action plan; (2)
demonstrate satisfactory student progress, as determined by the
commissioner; (3) comply with the terms of its charter or applicable
laws and regulations; or (4) manage its public funds in a prudent or
legal manner. Unless an emergency exists, prior to revoking a charter,
the State Board of Education shall provide the governing council of the
charter school with a written notice of the reasons for the revocation,
including the identification of specific incidents of noncompliance with
the law, regulation or charter or other matters warranting revocation
of the charter. It shall also provide the governing council with the
opportunity to demonstrate compliance with all requirements for the
retention of its charter by providing the State Board of Education or a
subcommittee of the board, as determined by the State Board of
Education, with a written or oral presentation. Such presentation shall
include an opportunity for the governing council to present
documentary and testimonial evidence to refute the facts cited by the
State Board of Education for the proposed revocation or in justification
of [their] its activities. Such opportunity shall not constitute a contested

case within the meaning of chapter 54. The State Board of Education
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shall determine, not later than thirty days after the date of an oral
presentation or receipt of a written presentation, whether and when
the charter shall be revoked and notify the governing council of the
decision and the reasons therefor. A decision to revoke a charter shall
not constitute a final decision for purposes of chapter 54. In the event
an emergency exists in which the commissioner finds that there is
imminent harm to the students attending a charter school, the State
Board of Education may immediately revoke the charter of the school,
provided the notice concerning the reasons for the revocation is sent to
the governing council not later than ten days after the date of
revocation and the governing council is provided an opportunity to
make a presentation to the board not later than twenty days from the

date of such notice.

Sec. 6. Subsection (a) of section 10-76i of the general statutes is

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(a) There shall be an Advisory Council for Special Education which
shall advise the General Assembly, State Board of Education and the
Commissioner of Education, and which shall engage in such other
activities as described in this section. Said advisory council shall
consist of the following members: (1) Two appointed by the
Commissioner of Education, one of whom shall be an official of the
Department of Education and one of whom shall be a representative of
an institution of higher education in the state that prepares teacher and
related services personnel; (2) two appointed by the Commissioner of
Mental Retardation, one of whom shall be an official of the department
and one of whom shall be a person with disabilities or a parent of such
a person; (3) two appointed by the Commissioner of Children and
Families, one of whom shall be an official of the department and one of
whom shall be a person with disabilities or a parent or foster parent of
such a person; (4) one appointed by the Commissioner of Correction;
(5) four who are members of the General Assembly, one appointed by
the majority leader of the House of Representatives, one appointed by
the minority leader of the House of Representatives, one appointed by

the president pro tempore of the Senate and one appointed by the
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minority leader of the Senate; (6) three appointed by the president pro
tempore of the Senate, one of whom shall be a member of the
Connecticut Association of Boards of Education, one of whom shall be
a member of the Connecticut Speech-Language-Hearing Association
and one of whom shall be a person with disabilities or the parent of
such a person; (7) two appointed by the majority leader of the Senate
one of whom shall be a person with disabilities or the parent of such a
person and one of whom shall be a regular education teacher; (8) four
appointed by the minority leader of the Senate, one of whom shall be a
representative of a vocational, community or business organization
concerned with the provision of transitional services to children with
disabilities, one of whom shall be a member of the Connecticut
Association of Private Special Education Facilities and two of whom
shall be persons with disabilities or the parents of such persons; (9)
three appointed by the speaker of the House of Representatives, one of
whom shall be a member of the Connecticut Association of School
Administrators and a local education official, one of whom shall be a
person with disabilities or the parent of such a person and one of
whom shall be a member of the literacy coalition and a person with
disabilities or the parent of such a person; (10) two appointed by the
majority leader of the House of Representatives, one of whom shall be
a [member of the Connecticut Association of Urban Schools] person
working in the field of special education related services and one of

whom shall be a person with disabilities or the parent of such a person;
(11) four appointed by the minority leader of the House of
Representatives, two of whom shall be persons with disabilities or the
parents of such persons, one of whom shall be a member of the
Connecticut Association of Pupil Personnel Administrators and an
administrator of a program for children who require special education,
and one of whom shall be a special education teacher; and (12) eight
appointed by the Governor, all of whom shall be persons with
disabilities or parents of such persons and one of whom shall also be
associated with a charter school. The terms of the present members
shall expire on June 30, 1998. Appointments shall be made to the
council by July 1, 1998. Members shall serve two-year terms, except
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that members appointed pursuant to subdivisions (1) to (4), inclusive,

and (12) of this subsection whose terms commenced July 1, 1998, shall

serve three-year terms and the successors to such members appointed

pursuant to said subdivisions, shall serve two-year terms.

Sec. 7. Subsection (m) of section 10-145b of the general statutes is

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(m) The State Board of Education may revoke, by a preponderance

of the evidence, any certificate issued pursuant to sections 10-1440 to

10-149, inclusive, for any of the following reasons: (1) The holder of the
certificate obtained such certificate through fraud or misrepresentation
of a material fact; (2) the holder has persistently neglected to perform
the duties for which certification was granted; (3) the holder is
professionally unfit to perform the duties for which certification was
granted; (4) the holder is convicted in a court of law of a crime
involving moral turpitude or of any other crime of such nature that in
the opinion of the board continued certification would impair the
standing of certificates issued by the board; or (5) other due and
sufficient cause. The State Board of Education shall revoke, by a

preponderance of the evidence, any certificate issued pursuant to said

sections if the holder is found to have intentionally disclosed specific
questions or answers to students or otherwise improperly breached the
security of any administration of a state-wide examination pursuant to
section 10-14n. Revocation shall be in accordance with procedures
established by the State Board of Education pursuant to chapter 54.
When the Commissioner of Education is notified, pursuant to section
17a-101i, as amended by this act, that a person holding a certificate

issued by the State Board of Education under the provisions of sections
10-1440 to 10-149, inclusive, has been convicted of a crime involving an
act of child abuse or a violation of section 53a-71 or section 53a-73a,
any certificate issued by the State Board of Education and held by such
person shall be deemed revoked and the commissioner shall notify
such person of such revocation, provided such person may request
reconsideration pursuant to regulations adopted by the State Board of

Education, in accordance with the provisions of chapter 54. The State
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Board of Education may deny an application for certification for any of
the following reasons: (A) The applicant seeks to obtain a certificate
through fraud or misrepresentation of a material fact; (B) the applicant
has been convicted in a court of law of a crime involving moral
turpitude or of any other crime of such nature that in the opinion of
the board issuance of a certificate would impair the standing of
certificates issued by the board; or (C) other due and sufficient cause.
Any applicant denied a certificate shall be notified in writing of the
reasons for denial. Any applicant denied a certificate may request a

review of such denial by the State Board of Education.

Sec. 8. Subsection (b) of section 10-151b of the general statutes is

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(b) Each local and regional board of education shall develop and
implement teacher evaluation programs consistent with guidelines
established by the State Board of Education and consistent with the
plan developed in accordance with the provisions of [subdivision (2)

of] subsection (b) of section 10-220a, as amended by this act.

Sec. 9. Subdivision (2) of subsection (c) of section 10-153f of the
general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof:

(2) The chairperson of the arbitration panel or the single arbitrator
shall set the date, time and place for a hearing to be held in the school
district between the fifth and twelfth day, inclusive, after such
chairperson or such single arbitrator is selected. At least five days prior
to such hearing, a written notice of the date, time and place of the
hearing shall be sent to the board of education and the representative
organization which are parties to the dispute, and, if a three-member
arbitration panel is selected or designated, to the other members of

such panel. Such written notice shall also be sent, by registered mail,

return receipt requested, to the fiscal authority having budgetary

responsibility or charged with making appropriations for the school
district, and a representative designated by such body may be heard at
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the hearing as part of the presentation and participation of the board of
education. At the hearing each party shall have full opportunity to
submit all relevant evidence, to introduce relevant documents and
written material, and to argue on behalf of its positions. At the hearing
a representative of the fiscal authority having budgetary responsibility
or charged with making appropriations for the school district shall be
heard regarding the financial capability of the school district, unless
such opportunity to be heard is waived by the fiscal authority. The
nonappearance of the representative shall constitute a waiver of the
opportunity to be heard unless there is a showing that proper notice
was not given to the fiscal authority. The chairperson of the arbitration

panel or the single arbitrator shall preside over such hearing.

Sec. 10. Subsection (a) of section 10-220a of the general statutes is

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(a) Each local or regional board of education shall provide an in-
service training program for its teachers, administrators and pupil
personnel who hold the initial educator, provisional educator or
professional educator certificate. Such program shall [be submitted to
the Commissioner of Education and shall] provide such teachers,
administrators and pupil personnel with information on (1) the nature
and the relationship of drugs, as defined in subdivision (17) of section
21a-240, and alcohol to health and personality development, and
procedures for discouraging their abuse, (2) health and mental health
risk reduction education which includes, but need not be limited to,
the prevention of risk-taking behavior by children and the relationship
of such behavior to substance abuse, pregnancy, sexually transmitted
diseases, including HIV-infection and AIDS, as defined in section 19a-
581, violence, child abuse and youth suicide, (3) the growth and
development of exceptional children, including handicapped and
gifted and talented children and children who may require special
education, and methods for identifying, planning for and working
effectively with special needs children in a regular classroom, (4)
school violence prevention and conflict resolution, (5)

cardiopulmonary resuscitation and other emergency life saving
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procedures, (6) computer and other information technology as applied
to student learning and classroom instruction, communications and
data management, and (7) the teaching of the language arts, reading
and reading readiness for teachers in grades kindergarten to three,
inclusive. The State Board of Education, within available
appropriations and utilizing available materials, shall assist and
encourage local and regional boards of education to include: (A)
Holocaust education and awareness; (B) the historical events
surrounding the Great Famine in Ireland; (C) African-American
history; (D) Puerto Rican history; (E) Native American history; (F)
personal financial management; and (G) topics approved by the state
board upon the request of local or regional boards of education as part

of in-service training programs pursuant to this subsection.

Sec. 11. Subsections (b) to (d), inclusive, of section 10-226h of the
general statutes are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof:

(b) Each local and regional board of education shall report by
[October 1, 1998] July 1, 2000, and biennially thereafter, to the regional
educational service center for its area on the programs and activities
undertaken in its school district to reduce racial, ethnic and economic
isolation, including (1) information on the number and duration of
such programs and activities and the number of students and staff
involved, and (2) evidence of the progress over time in the reduction of

racial, ethnic and economic isolation.

(c) Each regional educational service center shall report by
[December 1, 1998] October 1, 2000, and biennially thereafter, to the
Commissioner of Education on the programs and activities undertaken

in its region to reduce racial, ethnic and economic isolation.

(d) The Commissioner of Education shall report, by January 1, 1999,
and biennially thereafter, in accordance with section 10-4a, to the
Governor and the General Assembly on activities and programs

designed to reduce racial, ethnic and economic isolation. The report
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shall include statistics on any growth in such programs or expansion of
such activities over time, an analysis of the success of such programs
and activities in reducing racial, ethnic and economic isolation, a
recommendation for any statutory changes that would assist in the
expansion of such programs and activities and the sufficiency of the
annual grant pursuant to subsection [(f)] (e) of section 10-266aa, as

amended by this act, and whether additional financial incentives

would improve the program established pursuant to section 10-266aa,

as amended by this act.

Sec. 12. Section 10-231 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof:

Each local and regional board of education shall provide for a fire
drill to be held in the schools of such board at least once each month,

except that once every three months a crisis response drill may be

substituted for a fire drill.

Sec. 13. Subdivision (2) of section 10-261 of the general statutes is

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(2) "Average daily membership" means the number of all pupils of
the local or regional board of education enrolled in public schools at
the expense of such board of education on October first or the full
school day immediately preceding such date, provided the number so
obtained shall be decreased by the Department of Education for failure
to comply with the provisions of section 10-16 and shall be increased
by one one-hundred-eightieth for each full-time equivalent school day
of at least five hours of actual school work in excess of one hundred
eighty days and nine hundred hours of actual school work and be
increased by the full-time equivalent number of such pupils attending
the summer sessions immediately preceding such date at the expense
of such board of education; "enrolled" shall include pupils who are
scheduled for vacation on the above dates and who are expected to
return to school as scheduled. Pupils participating in the program

established pursuant to section 10-266aa shall be counted in
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accordance with the provisions of subsection [(g)] (f) of section [10-
266a] 10-266aa, as amended by this act.

Sec. 14. Subdivision (22) of section 10-262f of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(22) "Resident students" means the number of pupils of the town
enrolled in public schools at the expense of the town on October first
or the full school day immediately preceding such date, provided the
number shall be decreased by the Department of Education for failure
to comply with the provisions of section 10-16 and shall be increased
by one-one-hundred-eightieth for each full-time equivalent school day
in the school year immediately preceding such date of at least five
hours of actual school work in excess of one hundred eighty days and
nine hundred hours of actual school work and be increased by the
full-time equivalent number of such pupils attending the summer
sessions immediately preceding such date at the expense of the town;
"enrolled" shall include pupils who are scheduled for vacation on the
above date and who are expected to return to school as scheduled.
Pupils participating in the program established pursuant to section

10-266aa, as amended by this act, shall be counted in accordance with

the provisions of subsection [(g)] (f) of section 10-266aa, as amended by

this act.

Sec. 15. Subsection (a) of section 10-265h of the general statutes is

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(@) The Commissioner of Education shall establish, within available
bond authorizations, a grant program to assist priority school districts
in paying for general improvements to school buildings. For purposes
of this section "general improvements to school buildings" means work
that (1) is generally not eligible for reimbursement pursuant to chapter
173, and (2) is to (A) replace windows, doors, boilers and other heating
and ventilation system components, internal communications systems,
lockers, and ceilings including the installation of new drop ceilings, (B)

upgrade restrooms including the replacement of fixtures, (C) upgrade
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and replace lighting, or (D) install security equipment including, but

not limited to, video surveillance devices and fencing, provided

"general improvements to school buildings" may include work not
specified in this subdivision if the school district provides justification
for such work acceptable to the Commissioner of Education, but shall
not include routine maintenance such as painting, cleaning, equipment
repair or other minor repairs or work done at the administrative

facilities of a board of education.

Sec. 16. Subsection (a) of section 10-266t of the general statutes, as
amended by section 5 of public act 99-224, is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(@) The Commissioner of Education shall award grants annually, in
accordance with this section and section 10-266u, to local and regional
boards of education identified as priority school districts pursuant to

section 10-266p, as amended. In addition, for the fiscal years ending

June 30, 2000, and June 30, 2001, the commissioner shall provide a
grant to any local or regional board of education in a town which does
not qualify for a grant pursuant to subsection (a) of section 10-266p, as
amended, for said fiscal years but does qualify for a grant pursuant to
subsection (b) of said section for said fiscal years. The grants shall
provide funds for extended school building hours for public schools in
such districts for academic enrichment and support, and recreation

programs for students in the districts. Such programs may be

conducted in buildings other than public school buildings.

Sec. 17. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (c) of section
10-2641 of the general statutes, as amended by section 9 of public act
99-289, the maximum amount any interdistrict magnet school program
established prior to January 1, 1993, that serves two school districts
shall be eligible to receive per enrolled student under said section 10-
2641 for operating expenses shall be ninety per cent of the foundation
as defined in subdivision (7) of section 10-262f of the general statutes

for each participating district.
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Sec. 18. Subsection (f) of section 10-266u of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(f) On or before December first annually, the Commissioner of
Education shall file, in accordance with the provisions of section 11-4a,
an evaluation report of the program established pursuant to section 10-
266t with the Governor, the General Assembly and the Office of Policy
and Management. [On and after October 1, 1996, the report shall be
submitted to the Governor, the Office of Policy and Management, the
joint standing committee of the General Assembly having cognizance
of matters relating to education and, upon request, to any member of
the General Assembly. A summary of the report shall be submitted to
each member of the General Assembly if the summary is two pages or
less and a notification of the report shall be submitted to each member
if the summary is more than two pages. Submission shall be by
mailing the report, summary or notification to the legislative address

of each member of the committee or General Assembly, as applicable.]

Sec. 19. Section 10-266aa of the general statutes, as amended by
section 1 of public act 99-289, is repealed and the following is
substituted in lieu thereof:

(a) As used in this section:

(1) "Receiving district" means any school district that accepts

students under the program established pursuant to this section; and

(2) "Sending district" means any school district that sends students it
would otherwise be legally responsible for educating to another school

district under the program.

(b) There is established, within available appropriations, a state-
wide interdistrict public school attendance program. The purpose of
the program shall be to: (1) Improve academic achievement; (2) reduce
racial, ethnic and economic isolation or preserve racial and ethnic
balance; and (3) provide a choice of educational programs for students

enrolled in the public schools. The Department of Education shall
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provide oversight for the program, including the setting of reasonable

limits for the transportation of students participating in the program.

(c) The program shall be phased in as provided in this subsection.
(1) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1998, the Department of
Education shall provide grants in the amount of fifty thousand dollars
each to the regional educational service centers for the Hartford, New
Haven and Bridgeport regions to assist school districts in planning for
the operation of the program. (2) For the school year commencing in
1998, and for each school year thereafter, the program shall be in
operation in the Hartford, New Haven and Bridgeport regions. The
Hartford program shall operate as a continuation of the program
described in section 10-266j. Students who reside in Hartford, New
Haven or Bridgeport may attend school in another school district in
the region and students who reside in such other school districts may
attend school in Hartford, New Haven or Bridgeport. The Department
of Education may provide, within available appropriations, grants for
the fiscal years ending June 30, 1999, and June 30, 2000, to the
remaining regional educational service centers to assist school districts
in planning for the expansion of the program to every priority school
district, pursuant to section 10-266p, as amended, in the state. (3) For
the school year commencing in 2000, and for each school year
thereafter, the program shall be in operation in New Britain, New
London, Waterbury and Windham. (4) For the school year
commencing in 2001, and for each school year thereafter, the program
shall be in operation in every priority school district in the state.
Students from other school districts in the area of a priority school
district, as determined by the regional educational service center
pursuant to subsection (d) of this section, may attend school in the
priority school district and students from the priority school district
may attend school in any school district in such area in accordance
with the provisions of this section, including the purposes specified in

subsection (b) of this section.

(d) Once the program is in operation in the region served by a

regional educational service center pursuant to subsection (c) of this
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section, the Department of Education shall provide, annually, a grant
in the amount of one hundred seventy-five thousand dollars to such a
regional educational service center to assist school districts in its area
in administering the program and to provide staff to assist students
participating in the program to make the transition to a new school
and to act as a liaison between the parents of such students and the
new school district. Each regional educational service center shall
determine which school districts in its area are located close enough to
a priority school district to make participation in the program feasible
in terms of student transportation pursuant to subsection (f) of this
section, provided any student participating in the program prior to
July 1, 1999, shall be allowed to continue to attend the same school
such student attended prior to said date in the receiving district until
the student completes the highest grade in such school. Each regional
educational service center shall convene, annually, a meeting of
representatives of such school districts in order for such school
districts to report, by March thirty-first, the number of spaces available
for the following school year for out-of-district students under the
program. Annually, each regional educational service center shall
provide a count of such spaces to the Department of Education by
April fifteenth. If there are more students who seek to attend school in
a receiving district than there are spaces available, the regional
educational service center shall assist the school district in determining
attendance by the use of a lottery or lotteries designed to preserve or
increase racial, ethnic and economic diversity, except that the regional
educational service center shall give preference to siblings and to
students who would otherwise attend a school that has lost its
accreditation by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges.
The admission policies shall be consistent with section 10-15c. No
receiving district shall recruit students under the program for athletic
or extracurricular purposes. Each receiving district shall allow out-of-
district students it accepts to attend school in the district until they

graduate from high school.

[(e) Each sending district shall transfer the records of participating
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students to the receiving district.]

[f)]] (e) The Department of Education shall provide grants to
regional educational service centers or local or regional boards of
education for the reasonable cost of transportation for students
participating in the program. For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2000,
and each fiscal year thereafter, the department shall provide such
grants within available appropriations, provided the state-wide
average of such grants does not exceed an amount equal to two
thousand dollars for each student transported. The regional
[education] educational service centers shall provide reasonable
transportation services to high school students who wish to participate

in supervised extracurricular activities. For purposes of this section,

the number of students transported shall be determined on September

first of each fiscal vear.

[(g)] (f) The Department of Education shall provide, within available
appropriations, an annual grant to the local or regional board of
education for each receiving district in an amount not to exceed two
thousand dollars for each out-of-district student who attends school in
the receiving district under the program. Each town which receives
funds pursuant to this subsection shall make such funds available to its
local or regional board of education in supplement to any other local
appropriation, other state or federal grant or other revenue to which

the local or regional board of education is entitled.

[(h)] (g) Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter, each
sending district and each receiving district shall divide the number of
children participating in the program who reside in such district or
attend school in such district by two for purposes of the counts for
subdivision (22) of section 10-262f and subdivision (2) of subsection (a)
of section 10-261.

[(1)] (h) In the case of an out-of-district student who requires special
education and related services, the sending district shall pay the

receiving district an amount equal to the difference between the

LCO 17 of 28



550
551
552
553

554
555
556

557
558
559
560
561
562
563
564
565
566
567
568
569
570

571
572

573
574
575
576
577
578
579

580
581

Substitute Bill No. 5317

reasonable cost of providing such special education and related
services to such student and the amount received by the receiving
district pursuant to subdivision [(g)] (f) of this section. The sending
district shall be eligible for reimbursement pursuant to section 10-76g.

[(G)] (i) Nothing in this section shall prohibit school districts from
charging tuition to other school districts that do not have a high school

pursuant to section 10-33.

[K)] () On or before October fifteenth of each year, the
Commissioner of Education shall determine if the enrolment in the
program for the fiscal year is below the number of students for which
funds were appropriated. If the commissioner determines that the
enrolment is below such number, the additional funds shall not lapse
but shall be used by the commissioner in accordance with this
subsection. (1) Any amount up to three hundred fifty thousand dollars
of such nonlapsing funds shall be used for supplemental grants to
receiving districts on a pro rata basis for each out-of-district student in
the program who attends the same school in the receiving district as at
least nine other such out-of-district students, not to exceed one
thousand dollars per student. (2) Any remaining nonlapsing funds
shall be used for interdistrict cooperative grants pursuant to section 10-

74d, as amended.

Sec. 20. Subdivision (18) of section 10-282 of the general statutes is

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(18) "Renovation" means a school building project to totally
refurbish an existing building as an alternative to new construction
and which results in the renovated facility taking on a useful life

comparable to that of a new facility as determined by the department,

provided the school district may submit a feasibility study and cost

analysis of the project prepared by an independent licensed architect to

the department prior to final plan approval.

Sec. 21. Subparagraph (A) of subdivision (3) of subsection (a) of

section 10-283 of the general statutes is repealed and the following is
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substituted in lieu thereof:

(3) (A) All final calculations completed by the department for school
building projects authorized on or after July 1, 1996, shall include a
computation of the state grant for the school building project
amortized on a straight line basis over a twenty-year period for school
building projects with costs equal to or greater than two million dollars
and over a ten-year period for school building projects with costs less
than two million dollars. Any town or regional school district which
abandons, sells, leases, demolishes or otherwise redirects the use of

such a school building project to [a nonpublic] other than a public

school use during such amortization period shall refund to the state
the unamortized balance of the state grant remaining as of the date the
abandonment, sale, lease, demolition or redirection occurs. The
amortization period for a project shall begin on the date the project
was accepted as complete by the local or regional board of education.
A town or regional school district required to make a refund to the
state pursuant to this subdivision may request forgiveness of such
refund if the building is redirected for public use. The department
shall include as an addendum to the annual school construction
priority list all those towns requesting forgiveness. General Assembly
approval of the priority list containing such request shall constitute
approval of such request. This subdivision shall not apply to projects
pursuant to subsection (b) of this section or projects subject to the

provisions of section 10-285c.

Sec. 22. Subdivision (1) of subsection (a) of section 10-286 of the
general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof:

(1) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1984, and each fiscal year
thereafter, in the case of a new school plant, an extension of an existing
school building or projects involving the major alteration of any
existing building to be used for school purposes, the eligible
percentage, as determined in section 10-285a, of the result of

multiplying together the number representing the highest projected

LCO 19 of 28



615
616
617
618
619
620
621
622
623
624
625
626
627
628
629
630
631
632
633
634
635
636
637
638
639
640
641
642
643
644
645
646
647
648

Substitute Bill No. 5317

enrolment, based on data acceptable to the Commissioner of
Education, for such building during the eight-year period from the
date a local or regional board of education files a notification of a
proposed school building project with the state Department of
Education, the number of gross square feet per pupil determined by
the Commissioner of Education to be adequate for the kind of
educational program or programs intended, and the eligible cost of
such project, divided by the gross square feet of such building, or the
eligible percentage, as determined in section 10-285a, of the eligible
cost of such project, whichever is less, provided, (A) any such project
on which construction was started prior to July 1, 1975, shall be
reimbursed under the formula in effect prior to said date, (B) any such
project on which construction or payments under this chapter were
started after June 30, 1975, but prior to July 31, 1983, shall be
reimbursed based upon the data, submitted for each such project and
accepted by the state Department of Education during said period,
representing the number of pupils the plant was designed to
accommodate, (C) any project for which final grant calculation has
been made after June 30, 1975, but prior to July 31, 1983, shall be
reimbursed based upon such final calculation, [and] (D) any such
project for which estimated grant payments were begun prior to July
31, 1983, shall be reimbursed based upon the calculation formula used
in making such estimated grant payments, and (E) for projects
authorized after July 1, 2000, if the State Board of Education does not

complete a final audit of the project during (i) the five-year period

from the date the department receives the final application for grant

payment, the department shall not require an audit for such project,

and shall provide reimbursement for such project based on the data

submitted in such final application, and (ii) the three-year period from

the date the department receives the final application for grant

payment, the department shall limit school building project grant

payvment adjustments associated with a final audit of such project to

five per cent of the total grant amount calculated for the project prior

to such audit.
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Sec. 23. Section 10a-103 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof:

There shall continue to be a Board of Trustees for The University of
Connecticut to consist of [nineteen] twenty-one persons, [twelve]
fourteen to be appointed by the Governor, who shall reflect the state's
geographic, racial and ethnic diversity; two to be elected by the
university alumni; two to be elected by the students enrolled at the
institutions under the jurisdiction of said board; and three members ex
officio. On or before July 1, 1983, the Governor shall appoint members
to the board as follows: Four members for a term of two years from
said date; four members for a term of four years from said date; and

four members for a term of six years from said date. On or before July

1, 2000, the Governor shall appoint two additional members, one

member for a term of one year from said date and one member for a

term of three vears from said date. Thereafter the Governor shall

appoint trustees of said university to succeed those appointees whose
terms expire, and each trustee so appointed shall hold office for a
period of six years from the first day of July in the year of his
appointment, provided two of the trustees appointed for terms
commencing July 1, 1995, and their successors shall be alumni of the
university, one of the trustees appointed for a term commencing July 1,
1997, and his successors shall be such alumni and one of the members
appointed for a term commencing July 1, 1999, and his successors shall
be such alumni. The Commissioner of Agriculture and the
Commissioner of Education shall be, ex officio, members of the board
of trustees. The Governor shall be, ex officio, president of said board.
The graduates of all of the schools and colleges of said university shall,
prior to September first in the odd-numbered years, elect one trustee,
who shall be a graduate of the institution and who shall hold office for
four years from the first day of September succeeding his election. Not
less than two nor more than four nominations for each such election
shall be made by the alumni association of said university, provided
no person who has served as an alumni trustee for the two full

consecutive terms immediately prior to the term for which such

LCO 21 0of 28



683
684
685
686
687
688
689
690
691
692
693
694
695
696
697
698
699
700
701
702
703
704
705
706
707
708
709

710
711

712
713
714
715
716

Substitute Bill No. 5317

election is to be held shall be nominated for any such election. Such
election shall be conducted by mail prior to September first under the
supervision of a canvassing board consisting of three members, one
appointed by the board of trustees, one by the board of directors of the
alumni association of the university and one by the president of the
university. No ballot in such election shall be opened until the date by
which ballots must be returned to the canvassing board. In such
election all graduates shall be entitled to vote by signed ballots which
have been circulated to them by mail and which shall be returned by
mail. Vacancies occurring by death or resignation of either of such
alumni trustees shall be filled for the unexpired portion of the term by
special election, if such unexpired term is for more than eighteen
months. When the unexpired term is eighteen months or less, such
vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the board of directors of said
alumni association. On or before November 1, 1975, the students of
The University of Connecticut shall, in such manner as the board of
trustees of said university shall determine, elect two trustees, each of
whom shall be enrolled as a full-time student of said university at the
time of his election. One such member shall be elected for a term of one
year from November 1, 1975, and one for a term of two years from said
date. Prior to July first, annually, such students shall, in such manner
as the board shall determine, elect one member of said board, who
shall be so enrolled at said university at the time of his election and
who shall serve for a term of two years from July first in the year of his
election. Any vacancies in the elected membership of said board shall,
except as otherwise provided in this section, be filled by special

election for the balance of the unexpired term.

Sec. 24. Subsection (a) of section 2 of public act 99-285 is repealed
and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(a) The accountability measures developed by the Higher Education
Coordinating Council pursuant to subsection (b) of section 10a-6a, as
amended, shall be used by the Department of Higher Education and

each constituent unit of higher education in assessing the constituent

unit's progress toward meeting the following goals to: (1) Enhance

LCO 22 of 28



717
718
719
720
721
722
723
724

725
726

727
728
729
730
731
732
733
734
735
736
737
738
739
740

741
742

743
744
745
746

747
748

Substitute Bill No. 5317

student learning and promote academic excellence; (2) join with
elementary and secondary schools to improve teaching and learning at
all levels; (3) ensure access to and affordability of higher education; (4)
promote the economic development of the state to help business and
industry sustain strong economic growth; (5) respond to the needs and
problems of society; and (6) ensure the efficient use of resources. The
council shall develop an implementation plan for use of the

accountability measures.

Sec. 25. Subsection (d) of section 2 of public act 99-285 is repealed

and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(d) The Commissioner of Higher Education, on behalf of the council,
shall report, in accordance with section 11-4a, to the joint standing
committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters
relating to education on the accountability measures and the
implementation plan developed pursuant to this section by February 1,
2000. The report shall include recommendations: (1) For any statutory
changes needed for purposes of assessing the constituent units and
public institutions of higher education based on the accountability
measures; (2) to clarify and streamline planning and accountability
reporting requirements of the constituent units and public institutions
of higher education; (3) concerning goals, actions to achieve such goals
and analysis of performance; and (4) for options to revise budgeting
policies and programs to meet accountability goals and measures as

outlined in subsections (a) and (b) of this section.

Sec. 26. Section 10a-170 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof:

The Board of Governors of Higher Education may utilize up to one
per cent of the total annual student financial assistance appropriation

for [data processing] administrative support associated with

implementing the provisions of section 10a-169.

Sec. 27. Subsection (a) of section 10a-203 of the general statutes is

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:
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(a) Said corporation shall be governed and all of its corporate
powers exercised by a board of directors which shall consist of thirteen
members, as follows: The chairman of the Board of Governors of
Higher Education and the Commissioner of Higher Education; [,
provided each such member may for any specific meeting of the
directors designate in writing to the chairman of the board of directors
a representative to act in his place at such meeting, with all rights and
obligations at such meeting as the member he represents would have
had at such meeting;] seven public members appointed by the
Governor, at least one of whom shall represent the private colleges,
and commencing with the next regular appointments made on and
after July 1, 1984, at least one shall be a financial aid officer at an
eligible institution and at least one shall be a person having a favorable
reputation for skill, knowledge and experience in management of a
private company or lending institution at least as large as the
corporation and all of whom shall be electors of this state; and two
members from the House of Representatives, one appointed by the
speaker of the House and one appointed by the minority leader of the
House; two members from the Senate, one appointed by the president
pro tempore of the Senate and one appointed by the minority leader of
the Senate. Those members who are appointed by the Governor shall
serve for terms of four years each from July first in the year of their
appointment and until their successors have been appointed. Those
members who are appointed by the speaker of the House of
Representatives, the minority leader of the House, the president pro
tempore of the Senate and the minority leader of the Senate shall be
appointed for terms of two years from January fifteenth in the year of
their appointment. The term of each appointed member of the board
shall be coterminous with the term of the appointing authority or until
a successor is chosen, whichever is later. The board of directors shall
elect, from its own members each year, a chairman and a vice-
chairman who shall serve for terms of one year and who shall be
eligible for reelection for successive terms. Vacancies shall be filled for
the unexpired term in the same manner as original appointments.

Directors shall receive no compensation for their services but shall be
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reimbursed for their expenses actually and necessarily incurred by
them in the performance of their duties under this chapter. Any

member may designate in writing to the chairperson of the board of

directors a representative to act in the place of such member at a

meeting or meetings, with all rights and obligations at such meeting as

the member represented would have had at the meeting.

Sec. 28. Section 10a-206a of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof:

Upon notification to the Comptroller by the Connecticut Student
Loan Foundation that any borrower under this chapter is in default on
one or more instalments of a loan made or guaranteed by the
corporation under this chapter, including any interest related thereto,
the Comptroller shall withhold any order upon the Treasurer for
payment of any amount payable by the state to such borrower, unless
the amount so payable is reduced by the amount of such indebtedness,
provided any such amount payable by the state shall not be so reduced
if (1) such amount payable is a payment of salary or wages, or any
payment in lieu of or in addition to such salary or wages, to a state
employee, (2) such taxes, penalties and interest have been fixed by the
Commissioner of Revenue Services pursuant to a request within the
time allowed under title 12 to correct the amount thereof or (3) such
taxes, penalties and interest have been determined by said
commissioner to be due and such determination is the subject of an
appeal pending before any court in this state. The Comptroller shall
promptly notify the corporation of any payment reduced under the

provisions of this section and shall promptly forward the amount of

said reduction to the Connecticut Student Loan Foundation.

Sec. 29. Subsection (a) of section 10a-210 of the general statutes is

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(@) The corporation shall make an annual report, on or before

[September first] December thirty-first for the fiscal year ending

September thirtieth, of its condition to the Governor, as provided in
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section 4-60, to the Board of Governors of Higher Education and to the
General Assembly. The report shall include, in addition to the
corporation's financial statement, a description of the organization,
including the number of employees and functions, data on the number
and amounts of loans in default and the results of collection activities

undertaken by the corporation or on behalf of the corporation.

Sec. 30. Section 17a-101i of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(@) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes to the
contrary, after an investigation has been completed and the
Commissioner of Children and Families, based upon the results of the
investigation, has reasonable cause to believe that a child has been
abused by a [certified public school employee in a position requiring a

certificate] school employee who holds a certificate, permit or

authorization issued by the State Board of Education, the

commissioner shall notify the employing superintendent of such
finding and shall provide records, whether or not created by the
department, concerning such investigation to the superintendent who
shall suspend such school employee. Such suspension shall be with
pay and shall not result in the diminution or termination of benefits to
such employee. Within seventy-two hours after such suspension the
superintendent shall notify the local or regional board of education
and the Commissioner of Education, or his representative, of the
reasons for and conditions of the suspension. The superintendent shall
disclose such records to the Commissioner of Education and the local
or regional [boards] board of education or [their] its attorney for
purposes of review of employment status or [certification. Such

suspension] the status of such employee's certificate, permit or

authorization. The suspension of a school employee employed in a

position requiring a certificate shall remain in effect until the board of

education acts pursuant to the provisions of section 10-151. If the
contract of employment of such certified school employee is
terminated, the superintendent shall notify the Commissioner of

Education, or his representative, within seventy-two hours after such
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termination. Upon receipt of such notice from the superintendent, the
Commissioner of Education may commence certification revocation
proceedings pursuant to the provisions of subsection (m) of section 10-

145b, as amended. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 1-210, as

amended, and 1-211, information received by the Commissioner of

Education, or his representative, pursuant to this section shall be
confidential subject to regulations adopted by the State Board of
Education under section 10-145g.

(b) After an investigation has been completed and the
Commissioner of Children and Families, based upon the results of the
investigation, has reasonable cause to believe that a child has been
abused by a staff member of a public or private institution or facility
providing care for children or private school, the commissioner shall
notify the executive director of such institution, school or facility and
shall provide records, whether or not created by the department
concerning such investigation to such executive director. Such
institution, school or facility may suspend such staff person. Such
suspension shall be with pay and shall not result in diminution or
termination of benefits to such employee. Such suspension shall
remain in effect until the incident of abuse has been satisfactorily
resolved by the employer of the staff person.

(c) If a school employee or any person holding a certificate, permit
or authorization issued by the State Board of Education under the

provisions of sections 10-1440 to 10-149, inclusive, is convicted of a
crime involving an act of child abuse or neglect as described in section
46b-120 or a violation of section 53-21, 53a-71 or 53a-73a, the state's
attorney for the judicial district in which the conviction occurred shall
in writing notify the superintendent of the school district or the
supervisory agent of the nonpublic school in which the person is

employed and the Commissioner of Education of such conviction.

(d) For the purposes of receiving and making reports, notifying and
receiving notification, or investigating, pursuant to the provisions of

sections 17a-101a to 17a-101h, inclusive, and 17a-103 a superintendent
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of a school district or a supervisory agent of a nonpublic school may
assign a designee to act on his behalf.

(e) On or before February 1, 1997, each local and regional board of
education shall adopt a written policy regarding the reporting by
school employees of suspected child abuse in accordance with sections
17a-101a to 17a-101d, inclusive, and 17a-103.

Sec. 31. On or before January 1, 2001, the Department of Education
shall report, in accordance with section 11-4a of the general statutes, to
the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having
cognizance of matters relating to education, on the activities
undertaken by local and regional boards of education to counteract
aggressive behavior among students in the schools under their
jurisdiction. Such report shall include, but not be limited to,
descriptions of the activities undertaken in the school as a whole, in the

classroom and on an individual student basis.

Sec. 32. Sections 10-220e, 10-222b and 10a-156 of the general statutes

are repealed.

Sec. 33. This act shall take effect from its passage, except that
sections 1 to 22, inclusive, and 24 to 32, inclusive, shall take effect July
1, 2000.

ED Committee Vote: Yea 30 Nay O JFS
APP Committee Vote: Yea 44 Nay O JF

HS Committee Vote: Yea 17 Nay O JF
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