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General Assembly Amendment
February Session, 2000 LCO No. 5475
Offered by:

REP. TULISANO, 29th Dist.

To: House Bill No. 5928 File No. 573 Cal. No. 446

"An Act Concerning The Expenditures Of The
Department Of Social Services.”
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Strike out everything after the enacting clause and substitute the

following in lieu thereof:

"Section 1. Section 46b-160 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(a) Proceedings to establish paternity of a child born or conceived
out of lawful wedlock, including one born to, or conceived by, a
married woman but begotten by a man other than her husband, shall
be commenced by the service on the putative father of a verified
petition of the mother or expectant mother. The verified petition,
summons and order shall be filed in the [superior court for the judicial
district in which either she or the putative father resides, except that in
IV-D support cases, as defined in subdivision (13) of subsection (b) of
section 46b-231 and in petitions brought under sections 46b-212 to 46b-
213v, inclusive, such petition shall be filed with the clerk for the]

Family Support Magistrate Division of the superior court serving the

judicial district where either she or the putative father resides. In cases
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involving public assistance recipients the petition shall also be served
upon the Attorney General who shall be and remain a party to any
paternity proceeding and to any proceedings after judgment in such
action. The court or any judge, or family support magistrate []
assigned to said court shall cause a summons, signed by him, by the
clerk of said court, or by a commissioner of the Superior Court to be
issued, requiring the putative father to appear in court at a time and
place as determined by the clerk but not more than ninety days after
the issuance of the summons to show cause, if any he has, why the
request for relief in such petition should not be granted. A sheriff,

proper officer or investigator employed by the Department of Social

Services shall make due returns of process to the court not less than
twenty-one days before the date assigned for hearing. Such petition,
summons and order shall be on forms prescribed by the Office of the
Chief Court Administrator. [In the case of a child or expectant mother
being supported wholly or in part by the state, service of such petition
may be made by any investigator employed by the Department of
Social Services and any proper officer authorized by law.] Such
petition may be brought at any time prior to the child's eighteenth
birthday, provided liability for past support shall be limited to the
three years next preceding the date of the filing of any such petition. If
the putative father fails to appear in court at such time and place, the
court or family support magistrate shall hear the petitioner and, upon
a finding that process was served on the putative father, shall enter a
default judgment of paternity against such father and such other
orders as the facts may warrant. Such court or family support
magistrate may order continuance of such hearing; and if such mother
or expectant mother continues constant in her accusation, it shall be
evidence that the respondent is the father of such child. The court or
family support magistrate shall, upon motion by a party, issue an
order for temporary support of the child by the respondent pending a
final judgment of the issue of paternity if such court or magistrate
finds that there is clear and convincing evidence of paternity which
evidence shall include, but not be limited to, genetic test results

indicating a ninety-nine per cent or greater probability that such
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respondent is the father of the child.

(b) If the putative father resides out of or is absent from the state,
notice required for the exercise of jurisdiction over such putative father
shall be actual notice, and shall be in the manner prescribed for
personal service of process by the law of the place in which service is

made.

(c) In any proceeding to establish paternity, the court or family
support magistrate may exercise personal jurisdiction over a
nonresident putative father if the court or magistrate finds that the
putative father was personally served in this state or that the putative
father resided in this state and while residing in this state (1) paid
prenatal expenses for the mother and support for the child, (2) resided
with the child and held himself out as the father of the child, or (3)
paid support for the child and held himself out as the father of the
child, provided the nonresident putative father has received actual

notice of the pending petition for paternity pursuant to subsection [(c)]
(b) of this section.

(d) The petition [, when served pursuant to subsection (c) of this
section,] shall be accompanied by an answer form, a notice to the

putative father, a financial affidavit form and an application for

appointment of counsel, written in clear and simple language designed

for use by pro se defendants.

(e) [(1)] The answer form shall [require] allow the putative father to
indicate whether he admits that he is the father, denies that he is the
father or does not know whether he is the father of the child. Any
response to the answer form shall not be deemed to waive any

jurisdictional defense.

[(2)] (f) The notice to the putative father shall inform him that (A) he
has a right to be represented by an attorney, and if he is indigent, the
court will appoint an attorney for him, (B) if he is found to be the
father, he will be required to financially support the child until the
child attains the age of eighteen years, (C) if he does not admit he is the

LCO No. 5475 {D:\Conversion\Lcoamd\2000LCO05475-R00-AMD.DOC } 3



HB 5928 Amendment

84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91

92
93

94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107

108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116

father, the court or family support magistrate may order a genetic test
to determine paternity and that the cost of such test shall be paid by
the state in IV-D support cases, and in non-IV-D cases shall be paid by
the petitioner, except that if he is subsequently adjudicated to be the
father of the child, he shall be liable to the state or the petitioner, as the
case may be, for the amount of such cost and (D) if he fails to return
the answer form or fails to appear for a scheduled genetic test without

good cause, a default judgment shall be entered.

[(3) The application for appointment of counsel shall include a

financial affidavit.]

[©)] (g) If the court or family support magistrate [may exercise]
exercises personal jurisdiction over [the] a nonresident putative father
[pursuant to subsection (d) of this section and the answer form is
returned and the putative father does not admit paternity,] the court
shall order the mother, the child and the putative father to submit to
genetic tests. Such order shall be served upon the putative father in the
same manner as provided in subsection (c) of this section. The genetic
test of the putative father, unless he requests otherwise, shall be made
in the state where the putative father resides at a location convenient to
him. The costs of such test shall be paid by the state [in IV-D support
cases, and in non-IV-D cases shall be paid by the petitioner] , except
that if the putative father is subsequently adjudicated the father of the
child, he shall be liable to the state or the petitioner, as the case may be,
for the amount of the costs.

[(g)] (h) The court or family support magistrate shall enter a default
judgment against a nonresident putative father if such putative father
(1) fails to answer or otherwise respond to the petition, or (2) fails to
appear for a scheduled genetic test without good cause, provided a
default judgment shall not be entered against a nonresident putative
father unless (A) there is evidence that the nonresident putative father
has received actual notice of the petition pursuant to subsection (c) of
this section and (B) there is verification that the process served upon

the putative father included the answer form, notice to the defendant
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and an application for appointment of counsel required by subsection
(e) of this section. Upon entry of a default judgment, a copy of the
judgment and a form for a motion to reopen shall be served upon the

father in the same manner as provided in subsection (c) of this section.

Sec. 2. Section 46b-162 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof:

[The state or any town interested in the support of a child born out
of wedlock may, if] If the mother [neglects to] does not bring such
petition, any party deemed by the court to have a sufficient interest,

including, but not limited to the state, any town or the putative father,

may institute such proceedings to determine paternity of any child or

children born out of wedlock, [against the person accused of begetting

the child,] and may take up and pursue any petition commenced by
the mother for the maintenance of the child, if she fails to prosecute to
final judgment. Such petition may be made by the Commissioner of
Social Services or the town welfare administrator on information or

belief. The petition shall also be served upon the mother of the child

who shall be and remain a party to any paternity proceeding and to

any proceedings after judgment in such action may be subpoenaed for

testimony on the hearing of the petition.

Sec. 3. Section 46b-168 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(a) In any proceeding in which the question of paternity is at issue
the court or a family support magistrate, [on motion of any party, may]
shall order genetic tests which shall mean deoxyribonucleic acid tests,
to be performed by a hospital, accredited laboratory, qualified
physician or other qualified person designated by the court, to
determine whether or not the putative father or husband is the father
of the child. The results of such tests, whether ordered under this
section or required by the IV-D agency under section 46b-168a, shall be
admissible in evidence to either establish definite exclusion of the

putative father or husband or as evidence that he is the father of the
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child without the need for foundation testimony or other proof of
authenticity or accuracy, unless objection is made in writing not later
than twenty days prior to the hearing at which such results may be

introduced in evidence.

(b) In any proceeding in which the question of paternity is at issue,
the results of such genetic tests, whether ordered under this section or
required by the IV-D agency under section 46b-168a, shall constitute a
rebuttable presumption that the putative father is the father of the
child if the results of such tests indicate a ninety-nine per cent or
greater probability that he is the father of the child. [, provided the
petitioner has presented evidence that sexual intercourse occurred
between the mother and the putative father during the period of time

in which the child was conceived.]

(c) The costs of making tests provided by this section shall be
[chargeable against the party making the motion, provided if the court
finds that such party is indigent and unable to pay such costs, such
costs shall be] paid by the state. If the [costs of making such tests are
paid by the state and the] respondent [making the motion] is
subsequently adjudicated to be the father of the child, such respondent

shall be liable to the state for the amount of such costs.

(d) The pendency of a motion to open judgment or for review of a

paternity acknowledgement shall be sufficient to place the question of

paternity at issue for purposes of jurisdiction of a court or a family

support magistrate to order genetic tests provided that such tests have

not previously been made and that no such motion to open judgment

or petition for review has previously been denied.

(e) On and after the effective date of this act, in any paternity or

parentage determination, whether by adjudication or

acknowledgment, genetic tests shall be filed with the court of

adjudication or where the acknowledgment is filed and shall be a

permanent part of the court record.

Sec. 4. Section 46b-168a of the general statutes is repealed and the
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following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(@) In any IV-D support case, as defined in subdivision (13) of
subsection (b) of section 46b-231, in which the paternity of a child is at
issue, the IV-D agency shall require the child and all other parties other
than individuals who have good cause for refusing to cooperate or
who are subject to other exceptions to submit to genetic tests which
shall mean deoxyribonucleic acid tests, to be performed by a hospital,
accredited laboratory, qualified physician or other qualified person
designated by such agency, to determine whether or not the putative
father or husband is the father of the child, upon the request of any
such party. [, provided such request is supported by a sworn statement
by the party which either (1) alleges paternity and sets forth facts
establishing a reasonable possibility of the requisite sexual contact
between the parties, or (2) denies paternity and sets forth facts
establishing a reasonable possibility of the nonexistence of sexual

contact between the parties.]

(b) The costs of making the tests provided by this section shall be
paid by the state. [, provided if the putative father is the requesting
party and he is subsequently adjudicated to be the father of the child,
he shall be liable to the state for the amount of such costs to the extent
of his ability to pay, in accordance with regulations adopted by the
Commissioner of Social Services pursuant to subdivision (3) of
subsection (c) of this section.] The contesting party shall make advance
payment for any additional testing required in the event of a contest of

the original test results.

(c) The Commissioner of Social Services shall adopt regulations, in
accordance with the provisions of chapter 54, to establish criteria for
determining [(1)] good cause or other exceptions for refusing to
cooperate under subsection (a) of this section, which shall include, but
not be limited to, domestic violence, sexual abuse and lack of
information and shall take into account the best interests of the child. [,
(2) the sufficiency of the facts establishing a reasonable possibility of
the existence or nonexistence of the requisite sexual contact between
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the parties, as required under subsection (a) of this section, and (3) the
ability of the requesting party to pay the costs of the genetic tests in

accordance with subsection (b) of this section.]

Sec. 5. Section 46b-170 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof:

No such petition shall be withdrawn except upon approval of a
[judge or in IV-D support cases as defined in subsection (b) of section
46b-231 and petitions brought under sections 46b-212 to 46b-213v,
inclusive, the] family support magistrate assigned to the judicial
district in which the petition was brought. Any agreement of
settlement, before or after a petition has been brought, other than an
agreement made under the provisions of section 46b-172, between the
mother and putative father shall take effect only upon approval of the
terms thereof by a [judge of the Superior Court, or] family support
magistrate assigned to the judicial district in which the mother or the
putative father resides and, in the case of children supported by the
state or the town, on the approval of the Commissioner of Social
Services or the Attorney General. When so approved, such agreements
shall be binding upon all persons executing them, whether such

person is a minor or an adult.

Sec. 6. Section 46b-171 of the general statutes, as amended by section
30 of public act 99-279, is repealed and the following is substituted in
lieu thereof:

(@) (1) If the defendant is found to be the father of the child, the
court or family support magistrate shall order the defendant to stand
charged with the support and maintenance of such child, with the
assistance of the mother if such mother is financially able, as said court
finds, in accordance with the provisions of section 17b-81, 17b-223,
17b-745, subsection (b) of section 17b-179, section 17a-90, 46b-129,
46b-130 or 46b-215 to be reasonably commensurate with the financial
ability of the defendant, and to pay a certain sum periodically until the

child attains the age of eighteen years. The court or family support
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magistrate shall order the defendant to pay such sum to the
complainant, or, if a town or the state has paid such expense, to the
town or the state, as the case may be, and shall grant execution for the
same and costs of suit taxed as in other civil actions, together with a
reasonable attorney's fee; and may require the defendant to become
bound with sufficient surety to perform such orders for support and
maintenance.

(2) In addition, the court or family support magistrate shall include
in each support order [in a IV-D support case] a provision for the
health care coverage of the child which provision may include an order
for either parent to name any child under the age of eighteen years as a
beneficiary of any medical or dental insurance or benefit plan carried
by such parent or available to such parent on a group basis through an
employer or union. If such insurance coverage is unavailable at
reasonable cost, the provision for health care coverage may include an
order for either parent to apply for and maintain coverage on behalf of
the child under the HUSKY Plan, Part B. The noncustodial parent shall
be ordered to apply for the HUSKY Plan, Part B only if such parent is
found to have sufficient ability to pay the appropriate premium. In any
IV-D support case in which the noncustodial parent is found to have
insufficient ability to provide medical insurance coverage and the
custodial party is the HUSKY Plan, Part A or Part B applicant, the
provision for health care coverage may include an order for the
noncustodial parent to pay such amount as is specified by the court or
family support magistrate to the state or the custodial party, as their
interests may appear, to offset the cost of any insurance payable under
the HUSKY Plan, Part A or Part B. In no event may such order include
payment to offset the cost of any such premium if such payment
would reduce the amount of current support required under the child

support guidelines.

(3) The court or family support magistrate shall also have authority
to make and enforce orders for the payment by any person named
herein of unpaid support contributions for which the defendant is

liable in accordance with the provisions of section 17b-81, 17b-223,
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subsection (b) of section 17b-179, section 17a-90, 46b-129 or 46b-130
and, in IV-D cases, to order such person, provided such person is not
incapacitated, to participate in work activities which may include, but
shall not be limited to, job search, training, work experience and
participation in the job training and retraining program established by

the Labor Commissioner pursuant to section 31-3t.

(4) If the defendant fails to comply with any order made under this
section, the court or family support magistrate may commit the
defendant to a community correctional center, there to remain until the
defendant complies therewith; but, if it appears that the mother does
not apply the periodic allowance paid by the defendant toward the
support of such child, and that such child is chargeable, or likely to
become chargeable, to the town where it belongs, the court, on
application, may discontinue such allowance to the mother, and may
direct it to be paid to the selectmen of such town, for such support, and
may issue execution in their favor for the same. The provisions of
section 17b-743 shall apply to this section. The clerk of the court which
has rendered judgment for the payment of money for the maintenance
of any child under the provisions of this section shall, within
twenty-four hours after such judgment has been rendered, notify the

selectmen of the town where the child belongs.

(5) Any support order made under this section may at any time
thereafter be set aside, altered or modified by any court issuing such
order upon a showing of a substantial change in the circumstances of
the defendant or the mother of such child or upon a showing that such
order substantially deviates from the child support guidelines
established pursuant to section 46b-215a, unless there was a specific
finding on the record that the application of the guidelines would be
inequitable or inappropriate. There shall be a rebuttable presumption
that any deviation of less than fifteen per cent from the child support
guidelines is not substantial and any deviation of fifteen per cent or
more from the guidelines is substantial. Modification may be made of
such support order without regard to whether the order was issued

before, on or after May 9, 1991. No such support orders may be subject
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to retroactive modification, except that the court may order
modification with respect to any period during which there is a
pending motion for a modification of an existing support order from
the date of service of the notice of such pending motion upon the
opposing party pursuant to section 52-50.

(6) Failure of the defendant to obey any order for support made
under this section may be punished as for contempt of court and the
costs of commitment of any person imprisoned therefor shall be paid

by the state as in criminal cases.

(b) Whenever the Superior Court or family support magistrate
reopens a judgment of paternity entered pursuant to this section in
which a person was found to be the father of a child who is or has been
supported by the state and the court or family support magistrate finds
that the person adjudicated the father is not the father of the child, the
Department of Social Services shall refund to such person any money
paid to the state by such person during the period such child was
supported by the state.

(c) [In IV-D support cases, as defined in subdivision (13) of
subsection (b) of section 46b-231, a] A copy of any support order
established or modified pursuant to this section or, in the case of a
motion for modification of an existing support order, a notice of
determination that there should be no change in the amount of the
support order, shall be provided to each party and the state case
registry within fourteen days after issuance of such order or

determination.

Sec. 7. Section 46b-172 of the general statutes, as amended by section
7 of public act 99-193, is repealed and the following is substituted in
lieu thereof:

(@) (1) In lieu of or in conclusion of proceedings under section
46b-160, a written acknowledgment of paternity executed and sworn
to by the putative father of the child when accompanied by (A) an
attested waiver of the right to a [blood] genetic test, the right to a trial
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and the right to an attorney, [and] (B) a written affirmation of paternity
executed and sworn to by the mother of the child, (C) the written

laboratory results of genetic tests which shall mean deoxyribonucleic

acid tests, to be performed by a hospital, accredited laboratory,

qualified physician or other qualified person designated by the court,

of the mother, putative father and the child, and (D) a sworn affidavit

regarding children of either parent stating that no other judgment or

action exists in any court regarding the parentage of the child, when

filed with the Superior Court, for the judicial district in which the

mother of the child or the putative father resides shall have the same

force and effect as a judgment of the Superior Court. It shall be
considered a legal finding of paternity without requiring or permitting
judicial ratification, and shall be binding on the person executing the
same whether such person is an adult or a minor, subject to
subdivision (2) of this subsection. Such acknowledgment shall not be
binding wunless, prior to the signing of any affirmation or
acknowledgement of paternity, the mother and the putative father are
given oral and written notice of the alternatives to, the legal
consequences of, and the rights and responsibilities that arise from
signing such affirmation or acknowledgement. The notice to the
mother shall include, but shall not be limited to, notice that the
affirmation of paternity may result in rights of custody and visitation,
as well as a duty of support, in the person named as father. The notice
to the putative father shall include, but not be limited to, notice that
such father has the right to contest paternity, including the right to
appointment of counsel, [a genetic test to determine paternity] and a
trial by [the Superior Court or] a family support magistrate and that
acknowledgment of paternity will make such father liable for the
tinancial support of the child until the child's eighteenth birthday. [In
addition, the notice shall inform the mother and the father that DNA
testing may be able to establish paternity with a high degree of
accuracy and may, under certain circumstances, be available at state
expense.] The notices shall also explain the right to rescind the
acknowledgment, as set forth in subdivision (2) of this subsection,
including the address where such notice of rescission should be sent,
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and shall explain that the acknowledgment cannot be challenged after
sixty days, except in court upon a showing of fraud, duress or material
mistake of fact.

(2) The mother and the acknowledged father shall have the right to
rescind such affirmation or acknowledgment in writing within the
earlier of (A) sixty days, or (B) the date of an agreement to support
such child approved in accordance with subsection (b) of this section
or an order of support for such child entered in a proceeding under
subsection (c) of this section. An acknowledgment executed in
accordance with subdivision (1) of this subsection may be challenged
in court or before a family support magistrate after the rescission
period only on the basis of fraud, duress or material mistake of fact
which may include evidence that he is not the father, with the burden
of proof upon the challenger. During the pendency of any such
challenge, any responsibilities arising from such acknowledgment

shall continue except for good cause shown.

(3) All written notices, waivers, affirmations and acknowledgments
required under subdivision (1) of this subsection, and rescissions
authorized under subdivision (2) of this subsection, shall be on forms
prescribed by the Department of Public Health, provided such
acknowledgment form includes the minimum requirements specified
by the Secretary of the United States Department of Health and

Human Services. [All] Certified copies of all acknowledgments and

rescissions executed in accordance with this subsection shall be filed in
the paternity registry established and maintained by the Department
of Public Health under section 19a-42a.

(4) An acknowledgment of paternity signed in any other state
according to its procedures shall be given full faith and credit by this
state.

(b) An agreement to support the child by payment of a periodic sum
until the child attains the age of eighteen years, together with

provisions for reimbursement for past due support based upon ability
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to pay in accordance with the provisions of section 17b-81, 17b-223,
subsection (b) of section 17b-179, section 17a-90, 46b-129 or 46b-130,
and reasonable expense of prosecution of the petition, when filed with,
and approved by [a judge of said court, or in IV-D support cases and
matters brought under sections 46b-212 to 46b-213v, inclusive,] a
family support magistrate at any time, shall have the same force and
effect, retroactively or prospectively in accordance with the terms of
said agreement, as an order of support entered by that court, and shall
be enforceable and subject to modification in the same manner as is
provided by law for orders of the court in such cases. Past due support
in such cases shall be limited to the three years next preceding the date
of the filing of such agreements to support. Payments under such
agreement shall be made to the petitioner, except that in IV-D support
cases, as defined in subsection (b) of section 46b-231, payments shall be
made to the Bureau of Child Support Enforcement or its designated
agency. Such written agreements to support shall be on forms
prescribed by the Office of the Chief Court Administrator and shall be
sworn to, and shall be binding on the person executing the same
whether he is an adult or a minor.

(c) At any time after the signing of any acknowledgment of
paternity, upon the application of any interested party, the court or
any judge thereof or any family support magistrate [in IV-D support
cases and in matters brought under sections 46b-212 to 46b-213v,
inclusive,] shall cause a summons, signed by him, by the clerk of said
court or by a commissioner of the Superior Court, to be issued,

requiring [the acknowledged father] either or both parents of an

acknowledged child to appear in court at a time and place as

determined by the clerk but not more than ninety days after the
issuance of the summons, to show cause, if any he has, why the court
or the family support magistrate [assigned to the judicial district in IV-
D support cases] should not enter judgment for support of the child by
payment of a periodic sum until the child attains the age of eighteen
years, together with provision for reimbursement for past due support

based upon ability to pay in accordance with the provisions of section
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17b-81, 17b-223, subsection (b) of section 17b-179, section 17a-90, 46b-
129 or 46b-130, a provision for health coverage of the child as required
by section 46b-215, and reasonable expense of the action under this
subsection. Such court or family support magistrate, in IV-D cases,
shall also have the authority to order the acknowledged father who is
subject to a plan for reimbursement of past-due support and is not
incapacitated, to participate in work activities which may include, but
shall not be limited to, job search, training, work experience and
participation in the job training and retraining program established by
the Labor Commissioner pursuant to section 31-3t. The application,
summons and order shall be on forms prescribed by the Office of the
Chief Court Administrator. Proceedings to obtain such orders of
support shall be commenced by the service of such summons on [the
acknowledged father] each parent. A sheriff or proper officer shall
make due return of process to the court not less than twenty-one days
before the date assigned for hearing. The prior judgment as to
paternity shall be res judicata as to that issue for all paternity
acknowledgments filed with the court [on or after March 1, 1981, but
before July 1, 1997, and] shall not be reconsidered by the court unless
the person seeking review of the acknowledgment petitions the family

support magistrate division of the superior court for the judicial

district [having venue for a hearing on the issue of paternity within

three years of such judgment] wherein the paternity acknowledgment

is filed in accordance with the provisions of subsection (a) (2) of this

section. [In addition to such review, if the acknowledgment of
paternity was filed prior to March 1, 1981, the acknowledgment of
paternity may be reviewed by denying the allegation of paternity in
response to the initial petition for support, whenever it is filed.] All
such payments shall be made to the petitioner, except that in IV-D
support cases, as defined in subsection (b) of section 46b-231,
payments shall be made to the state, acting by and through the IV-D

agency.

(d) Whenever a petition is filed for review of an acknowledgment of

paternity of a child who is or has been supported by the state, and
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review of such acknowledgment of paternity is granted by the court
pursuant to subsection (c) of this section, and upon review, the court or
family support magistrate finds that the petitioner is not the father of
the child, the Department of Social Services shall refund to the
petitioner any money paid by the petitioner to the state during any

period such child was supported by the state.

(e) [In IV-D support cases, as defined in subdivision (13) of
subsection (b) of section 46b-231, a] A copy of any support order
established pursuant to this section shall be provided to each party and
the state case registry within fourteen days after issuance of such order

or determination.

Sec. 8. Section 46b-172a of the general statutes, as amended by
section 8 of public act 99-84, is repealed and the following is
substituted in lieu thereof:

(@) Any person claiming to be the father of a child born out of
wedlock may at any time but no later than sixty days after the date of
notice under section 45a-716, file a claim for paternity with the court of
probate for the district in which either the mother or the child resides,
on forms provided by such court. The claim shall contain the
claimant's name and address, the name and last-known address of the
mother and the month and year of the birth or expected birth of the
child. Within five days after the filing of a claim for paternity, the
judge of the court of probate shall cause a certified copy of such claim
to be mailed by certified mail to the mother or prospective mother of
such child at the last-known address shown on the claim for paternity.
The claim for paternity shall be admissible in any action for paternity
under section 46b-160. [, and shall estop the claimant from denying his
paternity of such child and shall contain language that he
acknowledges liability for contribution to the support and education of
the child after its birth and for contribution to the pregnancy-related
medical expenses of the mother.] By filing a claim under this section,

the putative father submits to the jurisdiction of the court of probate.
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(b) If a claim for paternity is filed by the father of any minor child
born out of wedlock, the court of probate shall schedule a hearing on
such claim, send notice of the hearing to all parties involved and

proceed accordingly.

(c) In such proceeding unless the issue of paternity has been already

determined in a court of competent jurisdiction, the probate court shall

order genetic tests which shall mean deoxyribonucleic acid tests, to be

performed by a hospital accredited laboratory, qualified physician or

other qualified person designated by the court, to determine whether
or not the putative father is the father of the child. The results of such
tests, whether ordered under this section or required by the IV-D

agency under section 46b-168a, shall be admissible in evidence to

either establish definite exclusion of the putative father or as evidence
that he is the father of the child without the need for foundation

testimony or other proof of authenticity or accuracy, unless objection is

made in writing not later than twenty days prior to the hearing at

which such results mav be introduced in evidence.

[(c)] (d) The child shall be made a party to the action. Said child
shall be represented by a guardian ad litem appointed by the court in
accordance with section 45a-708. Payment shall be made in accordance
with such section from funds appropriated to the Judicial Department,
however, if funds have not been included in the budget of the Judicial
Department for such purposes, such payment shall be made from the
Probate Court Administration Fund.

[(d)] (e) In the event that the mother or the claimant father is a
minor, the court shall appoint a guardian ad litem to represent him or
her in accordance with the provisions of section 45a-708. Payment shall
be made in accordance with said section from funds appropriated to
the Judicial Department, however, if funds have not been included in
the budget of the Judicial Department for such purposes, such
payment shall be made from the Probate Court Administration Fund.

[(e)] (f) Upon the motion of the putative father, the mother, or his or
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her counsel, or the judge of probate having jurisdiction over such
application, filed not later than three days prior to any hearing
scheduled on such claim, the Probate Court Administrator shall
appoint a three-judge court from among the several judges of probate
to hear such claim. Such three-judge court shall consist of at least one
judge who is an attorney-at-law admitted to practice in this state. The
judge of the court of probate having jurisdiction over such application
under the provisions of this section shall be a member, provided such
judge may disqualify himself in which case all three members of such
court shall be appointed by the Probate Court Administrator. Such
three-judge court when convened shall have all the powers and duties
set forth under sections 17a-75 to 17a-83, inclusive, 17a-450 to 17a-484,
inclusive, 17a-495 to 17a-528, inclusive, 17a-540 to 17a-550, inclusive,
17a-560 to 17a-576, inclusive, and 17a-615 to 17a-618, inclusive, and
shall be subject to all of the provisions of law as if it were a single-
judge court. The judges of such court shall designate a chief judge from
among their members. All records for any case before the three-judge
court shall be maintained in the court of probate having jurisdiction

over the matter as if the three-judge court had not been appointed.

[(f) By filing a claim under this section, the putative father submits

to the jurisdiction of the court of probate.]

(g) Once alleged parental rights of the father have been adjudicated
in his favor under subsection (b) of this section, or acknowledged as
provided for under section 46b-172, his rights and responsibilities shall
be equivalent to those of the mother, including those rights defined
under section 45a-606. Thereafter, disputes involving custody,
visitation or support shall be transferred to the Superior Court under
chapter 815j, except that the probate court may enter a temporary
order for custody, visitation or support until an order is entered by the

Superior Court.

(h) Failing perfection of parental rights as prescribed by this section,
any person claiming to be the father of a child born out of wedlock (1)

who has not been adjudicated the father of such child by a court of
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competent jurisdiction, or (2) who has not acknowledged in writing
that he is the father of such child, or (3) who has not contributed
regularly to the support of such child or (4) whose name does not
appear on the birth certificate shall cease to be a legal party in interest
in any proceeding concerning the custody or welfare of the child,
including but not limited to guardianship and adoption, unless he has
shown a reasonable degree of interest, concern or responsibility for the

child's welfare.

(i) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, after the death of
the father of a child born out of wedlock, a party deemed by the court
to have a sufficient interest may file a claim for paternity on behalf of
such father with the probate court for the district in which either the
putative father resided or the party filing the claim resides. If a claim
for paternity is filed pursuant to this subsection, the court of probate
shall schedule a hearing on such claim, send notice of the hearing to all

parties involved and proceed accordingly.

Sec. 9. Section 46b-178 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof:

[Executions and earning assignments] Immediate income

withholding in accordance with section 52-362 shall be available in
paternity proceedings.

Sec. 10. (NEW) Any final judgment of paternity or parentage,
including any acknowledgment filed in accordance with section 46b-
172 of the general statutes, whether issued by a court of this state or a

court of any other jurisdiction, shall have the following effect:

(a) All rights, duties and other legal consequences of a biological
relation of child and parent shall thereafter exist between the child and
the acknowledging and affirming or adjudicated parents and the
relatives' parents. Such child shall be treated as the biological child of

such parents for all purposes;

(b) Such parents and the child shall have rights of inheritance from
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and through each other and the biological and adopted relatives of
such parents. The right of inheritance of an acknowledged child or a
child whose parentage is adjudicated extends to the heirs of such

person;

(c) An acknowledged child or a child whose parentage is
adjudicated and the biological or adopted children of an
acknowledging, affirming or adjudicated parent shall be treated as
siblings, having rights of inheritance from and through each other.

Such rights of inheritance extend to the heirs of such persons;

(d) The acknowledged or adjudicated child shall, except as
hereinafter provided, be treated as the biological child of the
acknowledging, affirming or adjudicated parents for purposes of the
applicability of all documents and instruments, whether executed
before or after the paternity judgment is issued, unless such child is
expressly excluded. The words 'child", ‘"children", ‘"issue",
"descendant", '"descendants", ‘"heir", ‘"heirs", ‘"lawful heirs",
"grandchild" and "grandchildren", when used in any will or trust
instrument shall include legally acknowledged or adjudicated persons
unless such document clearly indicates a contrary intention. Nothing
in this section shall be construed to alter or modify the provisions of
section 45a-257 of the general statutes concerning revocation of a will

when a child is born as the result of artificial insemination.

Sec. 11. Section 46b-1 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(a) Matters within the jurisdiction of the Superior Court deemed to
be family relations matters shall be matters affecting or involving: (1)
Dissolution of marriage, contested and uncontested, except dissolution
upon conviction of crime as provided in section 46b-47; (2) legal
separation; (3) annulment of marriage; (4) alimony, support, custody
and change of name incident to dissolution of marriage, legal
separation and annulment; (5) actions brought under section 46b-15;

(6) complaints for change of name; (7) civil support obligations; (8)
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habeas corpus and other proceedings to determine the custody and
visitation of children; (9) habeas corpus brought by or in behalf of any
mentally ill person except a person charged with a criminal offense;
(10) appointment of a commission to inquire whether a person is
wrongfully confined as provided by section 17a-523; (11) juvenile
matters as provided in section 46b-121; (12) all rights and remedies
provided for in chapter 815j; (13) the establishing of paternity; (14)
appeals from probate concerning: (a) Adoption or termination of
parental rights; (b) appointment and removal of guardians; (c) custody
of a minor child; (d) appointment and removal of conservators; (e)
orders for custody of any child; (f) orders of commitment of persons to
public and private institutions and to other appropriate facilities as
provided by statute; (15) actions related to prenuptial and separation
agreements and to matrimonial decrees of a foreign jurisdiction; (16)
custody proceeding brought under the provisions of chapter 8150; and
(17) all such other matters within the jurisdiction of the Superior Court
concerning children or family relations as may be determined by the

judges of said court.

(b) In any family action or petition under this section in which the

interest of a child or children issue of the same parents may be at issue,

the plaintiff or petitioner may include in his complaint any causes of

action under this section, and may demand anv legal or equitable

remedies appropriate to matters under this section. Where separate

actions exist regarding support, custody, visitation or parentage of

children of the same parents the court, including a family support

magistrate, may, on motion of any party or on its own motion, may

order the actions to be joined and united into the same action; but, if

several causes of action are united in the same complaint, they shall be

separately stated; and, in any case in which several causes of action are

joined in the same complaint, or as a matter of counterclaim or set-off

in the answer, if it appears to the court, including the family support

magistrate division, that they cannot all be conveniently heard

together, the court may order a separate trial of any such cause of

action or may direct that any one or more of them be expunged from
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the complaint or answer. For purposes of this section, "children of the

same parents" shall include children issue of marriage, children born

out of wedlock, acknowledged children and adopted children.

Sec. 12. Subsection (b) of section 46b-231 of the general statutes, as
amended by section 11 of public act 99-193, is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(b) For the purposes of this section:

(1) "Chief Family Support Magistrate" means the family support
magistrate designated by the Chief Court Administrator as provided

in subsection (g) of this section;

(2) "Child support enforcement services' means the services
provided by the IV-D agency or an agency under cooperative or
purchase of service agreement therewith pursuant to Title IV-D of the
Social Security Act, including, but not limited to, location;
establishment of paternity; establishment, modification and
enforcement of child and medical support orders and the collection

and distribution of support payments;

(3) "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Social Services or a

designee or authorized representative;

(4) "Bureau of Child Support Enforcement" means a division within
the Department of Social Services established pursuant to section
17b-179;

(5) "Department" means the Department of Social Services or any

bureau, division or agency of the Department of Social Services;

(6) "Family Support Magistrate Division" means a division of the
Superior Court created by this section for the purpose of establishing
and enforcing child and spousal support in IV-D cases and in cases
brought pursuant to sections 46b-212 to 46b-213v, inclusive, utilizing

quasi-judicial proceedings;
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(7) "Family support magistrate" means a person, appointed as
provided in subsection (f) of this section to establish and enforce child

and spousal support orders;

(8) "Foster care cases" are cases in which children are receiving
foster care under part I of chapter 319a or part I of chapter 815t, but
does not include cases in which children reside in detention facilities,
forestry camps, training schools or other facilities operated primarily

for the detention of children adjudicated as delinquent;
(9) "Law" includes both common and statute law;

(10) "Obligee" means any person to whom a duty of support is

owed;
(11) "Obligor" means any person owing a duty of support;

(12) "IV-D agency" means the Bureau of Child Support Enforcement
within the Department of Social Services, created by section 17b-179
and authorized to administer the child support program mandated by
Title IV-D of the Social Security Act;

(13) "IV-D support cases" are those in which the IV-D agency is
providing child support enforcement services under Title IV-D of the
Social Security Act, including all foster care cases referred to the
Bureau of Child Support Enforcement under section 46b-130 and shall
include any action for paternity filed after October 1, 2000; and

(14) "Support order" means a judgment, decree or order, whether
temporary, final or subject to modification, issued by a court of
competent jurisdiction, for the support and maintenance of a child,
including a child who has attained the age of majority under the law of
the issuing state, or a child and parent with whom the child is living,
which provides for monetary support, health care, arrearages or
reimbursement, and which may include related costs and fees, interest

and penalties, income withholding, attorneys' fees and other relief.

Sec. 13. Subsection (f) of section 46b-231 of the general statutes is
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repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(f) The Family Support Magistrate Division shall include [nine]
twelve family support magistrates who shall be appointed by the
Governor to serve in that capacity for a term of three years. A family
support magistrate may be reappointed upon completion of his term
of office by the Governor. To be eligible for appointment, a family
support magistrate must have engaged in the practice of law for five
years prior to his appointment and shall be experienced in the field of
family law. He shall devote full time to his duties as a family support
magistrate and shall not engage in the private practice of law. A family
support magistrate may be removed from office by the Governor for

cause.

Sec. 14. Subsection (g) of section 46b-231 of the general statutes is

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(g) A Chief Family Support Magistrate shall be designated by the
Chief Court Administrator of the Superior Court from among the
[nine] twelve family support magistrates appointed by the Governor
pursuant to subsection (f) of this section. Under the direction of the
Chief Court Administrator, the Chief Family Support Magistrate shall
supervise the Family Support Magistrate Division and submit an
annual report to the Chief Court Administrator and perform such

other duties as provided in this section.

Sec. 15. Subsection (m) of section 46b-231 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(m) The Chief Family Support Magistrate and the family support
magistrates shall have the powers and duties enumerated in this

subsection.

(1) A family support magistrate in IV-D support cases may compel
the attendance of witnesses or the obligor under a summons issued
pursuant to sections 17b-745, 46b-172, and 46b-215 or under a
subpoena issued pursuant to section 52-143, or a citation for failure to
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obey an order of a family support magistrate or a judge of the Superior
Court. If a person is served with a summons, subpoena or citation
issued by the family support magistrate or the assistant clerk of the
Family Support Magistrate Division and fails to appear, a family
support magistrate may issue a capias mittimus directed to some
proper officer to arrest the obligor or the witness and bring him before
a family support magistrate. Whenever such a capias mittimus is
ordered, the family support magistrate shall establish a recognizance
to the state of Connecticut in the form of a bond of such character and
amount as to assure the appearance of the obligor at the next regular
session of the Family Support Magistrate Division in the judicial
district in which the matter is pending. If the obligor posts such a
bond, and thereafter fails to appear before the family support
magistrate at the time and place he is ordered to appear, the family
support magistrate may order the bond forfeited, and the proceeds
thereof paid to the state in [TANF] TFA cases or the obligee in [non-
TANF] non-TFA cases.

(2) Family support magistrates shall hear and determine matters
involving child and spousal support in IV-D support cases including
petitions for support brought pursuant to sections 17b-81, 17b-179,
17b-745 and 46b-215; applications for show cause orders in IV-D
support cases brought pursuant to subsection (b) of section 46b-172,
and actions for interstate enforcement of child and spousal support
and paternity under sections 46b-212 to 46b-213v, inclusive, and shall
hear and determine all motions for modifications of child and spousal
support in such cases. In all IV-D cases, family support magistrates
shall have the authority to order any obligor who is subject to a plan
for reimbursement of past-due support and is not incapacitated, to
participate in work activities which may include, but shall not be
limited to, job search, training, work experience and participation in
the job training and retraining program established by the Labor
Commissioner pursuant to section 31-3t. A family support magistrate
shall not modify an order for periodic payment on an arrearage due

the state for state assistance which has been discontinued to increase
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such payments, unless the family support magistrate first determines
that the state has made a reasonable effort to notify the current
recipient of child support, at the most current address available to the
IV-D agency, of the pendency of the motion to increase such periodic
arrearage payments and of the time and place of the hearing on such
motion. If such recipient appears, either personally or through a
representative, at such hearing, the family support magistrate shall
determine whether the order in effect for child support is reasonable in
relation to the current financial circumstances of the parties, prior to

modifying an order increasing such periodic arrearage payments.

(3) Family support magistrates shall review and approve or modify
all agreements for support in IV-D support cases filed with the Family
Support Magistrate Division in accordance with sections 17b-179, 17b-
745, 46b-172, 46b-215 and subsection (c) of section 53-304.

(4) Motions for modification of existing child and spousal support
orders entered by the Superior Court in IV-D support cases, including
motions to modify existing child and spousal support orders entered
in actions brought pursuant to chapter 815j, shall be brought in the
Family Support Magistrate Division and decided by a family support
magistrate. Family support magistrates, in deciding if a spousal or
child support order should be modified, shall make such
determination based upon the criteria set forth in section 46b-84 and
section 46b-215b. A person who is aggrieved by a decision of a family
support magistrate modifying a Superior Court order is entitled to
appeal such decision in accordance with the provisions of subsection

(n) of this section.

(5) Proceedings to establish paternity [in IV-D support cases] shall
be filed in the family support magistrate division for the judicial
district where the mother or putative father resides. The matter shall
be heard and determined by the family support magistrate in

accordance with the provisions of chapter 815y.

(6) Agreements for support obtained in IV-D support cases shall be
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tiled with the assistant clerk of the family support magistrate division
for the judicial district where the mother or the father of the child
resides, pursuant to subsection (b) of section 46b-172, and shall become
effective as an order upon filing with the clerk. Such support
agreements shall be reviewed by the family support magistrate who
shall approve or disapprove the agreement. If the support agreement
filed with the clerk is disapproved by a family support magistrate,

such disapproval shall have a retroactive effect.

(7) Family support magistrates shall enforce orders for child and
spousal support entered by such family support magistrate and by the
Superior Court in IV-D support cases by citing an obligor for
contempt. Family support magistrates, in IV-D cases, shall have the
authority to order any obligor who is subject to a plan for
reimbursement of past-due support and is not incapacitated, to
participate in work activities which may include, but shall not be
limited to, job search, training, work experience and participation in
the job training and retraining program established by the Labor
Commissioner pursuant to section 31-3t. Family support magistrates
shall also enforce income withholding orders entered pursuant to
section 52-362, including any additional amounts to be applied toward
liquidation of any arrearage, as required under subsection (e) of said
section. Family support magistrates may require the obligor to furnish
recognizance to the state of Connecticut in the form of a cash deposit
or bond of such character and in such amount as the Family Support
Magistrate Division deems proper to assure appearance at the next
regular session of the Family Support Magistrate Division in the
judicial district in which the matter is pending. Upon failure of the
obligor to post such bond, the family support magistrate may refer the
obligor to a community correctional center until he has complied with
such order, provided that the obligor shall be heard at the next regular
session of the Family Support Magistrate Division in the court to
which he was summoned. If no regular session is held within seven
days of such referral, the family support magistrate shall either cause a

special session of the Family Support Magistrate Division to be
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convened, or the obligor shall be heard by a Superior Court judge in
the judicial district. If the obligor fails to appear before the family
support magistrate at the time and place he is ordered to appear, the
family support magistrate may order the bond, if any, forfeited, and
the proceeds thereof paid to the state in [TANF] TFA cases or the
obligee in [non-TANF] non-TFA cases, as the family support
magistrate may determine, and the family support magistrate may
issue a capias mittimus for the arrest of the obligor, ordering him to
appear before the family support magistrate. A family support
magistrate may determine whether or not an obligor is in contempt of
the order of the Superior Court or of a family support magistrate and
may make such orders as are provided by law to enforce a support
obligation, except that if the family support magistrate determines that
incarceration of an obligor for failure to obey a support order may be
indicated, the family support magistrate shall inform the obligor of his
right to be represented by an attorney and his right to a court-
appointed attorney to represent him if he is indigent. If the obligor
claims he is indigent and desires an attorney to represent him, the
family support magistrate shall conduct a hearing to determine if the
obligor is indigent; and if he so finds, he will appoint an attorney to
represent him.

(8) Agreements between parties as to custody and visitation of
minor children in IV-D support cases may be filed with the assistant
clerk of the Family Support Magistrate Division. Such agreements shall
be reviewed by a family support magistrate, who shall approve the
agreement unless he finds such agreement is not in the best interests of
the child. Agreements between parties as to custody and visitation in
IV-D support cases shall be enforced in the same manner as
agreements for support are enforced, pursuant to subdivision (7) of
this subsection.

(9) Whenever an obligor is before a family support magistrate in
proceedings to establish, modify or enforce a support order in a IV-D

support case [and such order is not secured by an income withholding

order], the family support magistrate may require the obligor to
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execute a bond or post other security sufficient to perform such order
for support, provided the magistrate finds that such a bond is available
for purchase within the financial means of the obligor. Upon failure of
such obligor to comply with such support order, the family support
magistrate may order the bond or the security forfeited and the
proceeds thereof paid to the state in [TANF] TFA cases or to the
obligee in [non-TANF] non-TFA cases.

(10) In any proceeding in the Family Support Magistrate Division, if
the family support magistrate finds that a party is indigent and unable
to pay a fee or fees payable to the court or to pay the cost of service of
process, the family support magistrate shall waive such fee or fees and

the cost of service of process shall be paid by the state.

(11) A family support magistrate may dismiss any action or
proceeding which the family support magistrate may hear and

determine.

(12) A family support magistrate may order parties to participate in
the parenting education program in accordance with the provisions of
section 46b-69b.

Sec. 16. Subsection (s) of section 46b-231 of the general statutes, as
amended by section 12 of public act 99-193, is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(s) Support enforcement officers of the Support Enforcement

Division of the Superior Court shall:

(1) Supervise the payment of any child or spousal support order
made by a family support magistrate. Supervision of such orders is
defined as the utilization of all procedures available by law to collect
child or spousal support, including issuance and implementation of
income withholdings ordered by the Superior Court or a family
support magistrate pursuant to section 52-362, and if necessary,
bringing an application for contempt to a family support magistrate

and, in connection with such application, issuing an order requiring
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the obligor to appear before a family support magistrate to show cause
why such obligor should not be held in contempt for failure to pay an
order for child or spousal support entered by the Superior Court or a

family support magistrate;

(2) In [non-TANF] non-TFA cases, have the authority to bring
petitions for support orders pursuant to section 46b-215, file
agreements for support with the assistant clerk of the Family Support
Magistrate Division, and bring applications for show cause orders
pursuant to section 46b-172, and in IV-D cases and cases under
sections 46b-212 to 46b-213v, inclusive, enforce foreign support orders
registered with the Family Support Magistrate Division pursuant to
sections 46b-213f to 46b-213i, inclusive, and file agreements for support

with the assistant clerk of the Family Support Magistrate Division;

(3) In connection with any order or agreement entered by, or filed
with, the Family Support Magistrate Division, or any order entered by
the Superior Court in a IV-D support case upon order, investigate the
financial situation of the parties and report findings to the family
support magistrate regarding: (A) Any pending motion to modify such
order or agreement or (B) any request or application for modification

of such order or agreement made by an obligee;

(4) In [non-TANF] non-TFA IV-D cases, review child support orders
at the request of either parent subject to a support order or, in [TANF]
TFA cases, review child support orders at the request of the Bureau of
Child Support Enforcement, and initiate an action before a family
support magistrate to modify such support order if it is determined
upon such review that the order substantially deviates from the child
support guidelines established pursuant to section 46b-215a or 46b-
215b. The requesting party shall have a right to such review every
three years without proving a substantial change in circumstances;
more frequent reviews shall be made only if the requesting party
demonstrates a substantial change in circumstances. There shall be a
rebuttable presumption that any deviation of less than fifteen per cent

from the child support guidelines is not substantial and any deviation
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of fifteen per cent or more from the guidelines is substantial.
Modification may be made of such support order without regard to
whether the order was issued before, on or after May 9, 1991. In
determining whether to modify a child support order based on a
substantial ~deviation from such child support guidelines,
consideration shall be given to the division of real and personal
property between the parties set forth in any final decree entered
pursuant to chapter 815j and the benefits accruing to the child as the
result of such division. No order for periodic payment of support may
be subject to retroactive modification, except that the family support
magistrate may order modification with respect to any period during
which there is a pending motion for modification of a support order
from the date of service of notice of such pending motion to the
opposing party pursuant to section 52-50.

Sec. 17. Subsection (d) of section 46b-129 of the general statutes is

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(d) The preliminary hearing on the order of temporary custody or
order to appear or the first hearing on a petition filed pursuant to
subsection (a) of this section shall be held in order for the court to: (1)
Advise the parent or guardian of the allegations contained in all
petitions and applications that are the subject of the hearing; (2) assure
that an attorney, and where appropriate, a separate guardian ad litem
has been appointed to represent the child or youth in accordance with
section 46b-129a and section 46b-136; (3) upon request, appoint an

attorney to represent the respondent when [he] the respondent is

unable to afford representation, as determined by the court; (4) advise
the parent or guardian of the right to a hearing on the petitions and
applications, to be held within ten days from the date of the
preliminary hearing if the hearing is pursuant to an order of temporary
custody or an order to show cause; (5) accept a plea regarding the truth
of such allegations; (6) make any interim orders, including visitation,
that the court determines are in the best interests of the child or youth.

The court, after a hearing pursuant to this subsection, shall [provide to]

order specific steps the commissioner and the parent or guardian
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[specific steps necessary for each to take] shall take for the parent or
guardian to regain or to retain custody of the child or youth; (7) take
steps to determine the identity of the father of the child or youth,
including ordering genetic testing, if necessary, and order service of
the petition and notice of the hearing date, if any, to be made upon
him; (8) if the person named as the father appears, and admits that he

is the father, the court shall ascertain whether any other person has

been legally established or presumed to be the father of the child and

whether genetic tests have been conducted, or shall order such genetic

tests; if no other person is established or presumed to be the father of

the child and if genetic test results consistent with the presumptive

level established in section 46b-168(b) are placed in evidence, provide

him and the mother with the notices which comply with section 17b-27
and provide them with the opportunity to sign a paternity
acknowledgment and affirmation on forms which comply with section
17b-27. These documents shall be executed and filed in accordance
with chapter 815y and a copy delivered to the clerk of the superior
court [for juvenile matters]; and (9) in the event that the person named
as a father appears and denies that he is the father of the child or
youth, [advise him that he may have no further standing in any

proceeding concerning the child, and either] order genetic testing to

determine paternity. [or direct him to execute a written denial of

paternity on a form promulgated by the Office of the Chief Court
Administrator.] Upon [execution of such a form by the putative

father,] return of the results of such genetic test [the court may remove

him from the case and afford him no further standing in the case or in
any subsequent proceeding] regarding the child or youth [until such
time as] paternity [is] or a judgment that the putative father is not the
father of the child or youth shall be established by formal
acknowledgment or adjudication in a court of competent jurisdiction.
If putative father is adjudged not to be the father of the child or youth

the court may remove him from the case and afford him no further

standing in the case or in any subsequent proceeding.

Sec. 18. Sections 46b-167, 46b-176, 46b-177 and section 7 of public act
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99-193 are repealed."
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