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FIFTEEN ROPE FERRY ROAD 

November 9,2007 

State Senator Gaylc Slossberg 
State Representative Christopher L. Caruso 
Legislative Office Building 
300 Capitol Avenue 
I-Iartford, CT 06 106 

RE: SEASIDE, WATERFORD'S NEEDS AND EXPECTATIONS 

Dear Legisla.tors: 

011 beha.1.f of the Town of Waterford, I appreciate th.is opportullity to provide you with Qe needs 
and expectations the tow11 has as the state proceeds to se1.l the Seaside Regional. Center (Seaside). 
Representative Eliza.betb. Ritter has provid.ed you with a chro~~.ology of events from 1988 to 2003 
detai.ling the process(s) that resulted in the recommendation to sell this property. This was a very 
public process including a rcfcrendurn on purchasing Seasidc that was not approved by the 
voters. With the state having met its obligation by offe:ring the property to the town on the same 
tenns and conditions as Healthcare CoilsuIting Corporation, and the to\m rejecting the offer, you 
are free to sell, the property. Once that sale occurs, it was and still is the Town o:F Water:ford5s 
expectation that development of Seaside wou1.d be govem.ed by a special zoning di.strict 
regulation. 

The zoning regulation creating the "Seaside Pr~servation District", which, withstood two legal 
appeals, originated wi.th the Seaside Selection Committee. Th.is Committee was composed of 
Senator Andrea Stillman and representatives of the Office of PoIicy and Ma.nage~~-rei~t, t11.e 
Departmen.t of Public Works, the Department of Envircn~rnental Protection, and the Town of 
Waterford. The committee oversaw t h e  RFQIRFP process including recommending the 
preferred developer. What we expect from the sale and restoration of Seaside i.s best stated in the 
purpose statement of .the Seaside Preservation District: 

PURPOSE: To transition the Seaside Regional Center to a productive privatc usc which: 
.Results in the preservation and adaplivc rcuse of the Mai.n Building, the Einployee Build.ing I., so 
called. the Duplex and the Superintendent's H.ouse (Historic Structures). 
Is designed to preserve and complement the architectural style of the Hiscoric Sl.ructu.res. 
Integrates and con.rrols a.ll u.ses and sitc design to continue the unified and comnlon use 0.f thc sitc. 
Least impa.cts the adjacent residentia.1 neighborhood.. 

6 Provides for public access to the waterfront consisrcnt with the capacity of the coastal resources 

We consider th.csc goals as rcpresenta.tive of both smart growth principals and the ].ow im.pact 
developme~it design requiretnents whicl~, are contained in tllc district regulations. 
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The Town of Waterford needs to insure th.at the pen71.itti.ng process is fail:, open to the p~~bljc,  and. 
concluded within the time col~sti:aints contained in the zon in~  statutes, The zoning regulation is 
not the same as a design and the concept plan put fort11 i.n the competition, h.as not been subrnittcd 
or approved by Waterford's land use cbrnmissjons. The o~~going Depa*tme:nt of Public Works 
Environnrental Impact Evaluation. may develop a f nal design, but only with thc input of the 
developer. Until this evaIuation is completed the developer may not start th.e local process. W-c 
need to once again join cvitlt the state agencies and developer and begin. to review a plan that 
con.fon7.1~ to the new regulation. 

We need a financial commitin.ent from the party who will be responsible for the resto.t.alion and 
rl~aintenance of the seawall and area waterward that will be rctain.ed by the state. The park and 
waterfront have t l~e  potential to be used by groups and individuals with a need for ease of access 
to the waterfront. It will be shared by the residents of Seaside, the town, and the state, and 
require formal agreements for its use. There will be conflicts whenever resider~tial uses are 
placcd on the water:Fro.nt. We are pleased that the state intends to continue to have a role in 
maintaining public access to the waterfront as is out mutual obligation as keepers of the public 
trust and enforcers of the Connecticut Coastal Management Act. 

My greatest concern is that the buildings we are requiring be preserved are deteriorating rapidly 
and have not been sufficiently protected while this process i s  concluded. Tn-espectivc of the 
process you are obligated to follow, wc are still on the san~e path that brought us to the preferred 
developer and the Seaside Preservation Zoning District and Even if the former clial~ges. thc latter 
Is the regu.lation that now governs the private .use of that piece 0.f 1an.d. As we move into an era 
of rcsponsib1.e growth as championed by Governor Re11 let this be a project that meets that 
challCnec through a public private partnership that includes many stakeholders- Thank you for 
this opportunity to share the Towa of waterford's position on this beautiful piece of property. 

/ First Scleciman 
\ 

cc: Gove~nor M. Jodi Rell 
State Senator .Andrea L. Stillman 
Representative Elizabeth B. Ri tter 
Raeanne V. Cwtis, Commissioner, Depal-tment of Public Works 
Robert L. Genuario, Secretary, Office of Policy and Managerncn.t 
Gina McCarthy, Cornm.i.ssioner, Departm.ent of En.vironmenta1 Protection 
Town. of Waterford Plar~ning and Zoning Comm.ission 
Town of Waterford. Board of Selectrncn 
Mark S. Steiner, Healthcare Consulting Corporation 
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Town of' Waterford 
Selectman's Office 

To: Jared Kupiak Fax: 8 60-240-002 1. 

Prom; Daniel Steward, First Sel.ectman Dnte: 1 1 /9/2007 

Re: Seaside Pages: 3, including cover 

CC: 

Urgent For Review Please Comment Please Reply PIeasc Recycle 


