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PLTI History 

 

The Connecticut Commission on Children was created in 1985 by an act 
of the Connecticut Legislature to bring representatives from the 
legislative, executive and judicial branches of government together with 
the private sector to promote public policies in children’s best interest.  
 
In 1992, focused on prevention and capacity building, the Commission 
created the Parent Leadership Training Institute (PLTI) as a statewide 
family civics initiative. PLTI is designed to enable parents to become 
leading advocates for children. 
 

 

                   

The Robert Haller Memorial Award for 
 Outstanding Community Service 

 

This memorial award was created in 2006 to honor Bob Haller and his contributions to 
PLTI. Recipients are selected based on their passion, commitment and ability to humbly 

lead on children’s issues. 
 

2011 Haller Memorial Award Honoree for 
Outstanding Community Service 

 
The Liberty Bank Foundation 
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Community Project Display in Room 1A 
 

Welcome and Call to Order 
Trish Torruella, Hartford Family Civics Initiative 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 

 Doug Edwards, PLTI ‘06 
Master of Ceremonies 

 
National Anthem 

Sara Marshall, PLTI ‘11 
 

Graduation Remarks 
Elaine Zimmerman, Commission on Children 

 
The 2011 Robert Haller Memorial Award 

for Outstanding Community Service 
presented by Elaine Zimmerman and David Haller to 

The Liberty Bank Foundation 
 

Musical Interlude  
“The Greatest Love” by Eddie Rozetta, PLTI ‘06 

 
Parent Leader Addresses &  

Presentation of Citations 
with musical interlude by  

Ben and Noah Radcliffe - “Don’t Stop Believin” 
 

Closing Affirmation 
Doug Edwards, PLTI ‘06 

Master of Ceremonies 
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Bloomfield Graduates and Community Projects 

PLTI Coordinator – Sheila Crocker 
Community Sponsor – Alliance for Bloomfield’s Children 

Parent Leader Address – Zenobia Graham-Days 
 

 
Tina Barbour – Red Light-Green Light: To improve safety issues in town and encourage 
community awareness and participation. 

 
Julianne Cato – Big Room Redo: To create a fun learning environment for children and 
encourage growth. 
 
Maria Ettienne-Modeste – BPS School Nutrition: To find out what types of food are 
being served at the Bloomfield Public School and review the nutritional values of those 
foods. 

 
Karen Francis – Walking It Out: A walking group in the community made up of 10-20 
people who walk 30 minutes for 2-3 days per week. 

 
Elizabeth H. Fraher – Books for the Bridge: Collecting gently used children’s books at 
the local library to benefit The Bridge Family Center, a non-profit organization. 

 
Zenobia Graham-Days – Opening the Lines of Communication to Make a Change for 
the Better:  To strengthen the relationship between the Bloomfield Public Schools and the 
community.   
 
Judith Joseph – Did You Know? To provide easy access to information about child 
development for pre-schoolers. 

 
Beth Krawiec – Burlington PECK! (Parents of Exceptionally Cool Kids): Starting a 
support group for parents of special needs kids. 
 
Faith S. Palmer – Prep for Prep(aratory): Provide a year long training module for 
parents/guardians to inform and assist them in the process of enrolling and paying for 
their child(ren)s private preparatory secondary schools and/or independent day schools. 

 
Melissa Rivera – AUTISM TV:  Educational television programming for parents of 
children with disabilities. 

 
Denise Senior – Time to Transition: To provide assistance for children with special 
needs to transition after elementary and middle school. 

 
Wayne Senior – Bring It Back: Make the area safer and more attractive for businesses 
and increase the protection of the environment.   
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Bloomfield (cont.) 
 
 
Cassandra Skyers – The Game of Transition Planning: This project would help to 
provide assistance in transition planning. 
 
Jennifer A. Smith – A Day of Swapping: A community event to swap gently used 
clothes, shoes and toys to help families who are in great need.   
 
John Van Hare – None of Us is As Smart As All of Us: To increase the awareness of 
and participation in the Bloomfield Families Support Group which is sponsored by 
AFCAMP and the Bloomfield Family Resource Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Leaders keep faith with the past, 

Keep step with the present, and  

Keep the promise of the future. 

                  Goethe 
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Bridgeport Graduates and Community Projects 
PLTI Coordinators – Donna Thompson-Bennett & Dee Brassell 

Community Sponsor – RYASAP & The Bridgeport Parent Center 
Parent Leader Address – Jeanette Harris 

 
 

Clova M. Anderson – Raising Better Readers: Volunteering as a reading tutor and 
classroom reader at a local school. 
 
Stacey Bennett-Kendrick – Hug Your Child Day: Community Block Party to 
encourage friendlier social environments. 
 
William H. Carter – Fathers Committed to the Next Generation: Men Connecting with 
their children. 
 
Korene O. Garcia – Education Reform at the Movies: What is my Commitment? A film 
series highlighting education and inspiring improvement in the school system. 
 
Diane Hardison – Referral Service for Seniors: Support families with information 
relating to services for seniors and current information. 
 
Jeanette Harris – Let’s Beat Back the Fat: Promoting a positive discussion for the 
health of our children through a presentation of my original play, “Friends Through Thick 
& Thin”. 
 
Alexi Hope – It Takes a Village: Building Community relationships in order to solve the 
problem of before and after school care. 
 
Melanie Jackson – The Playground Restoration Project: To rebuild a multi-cultural 
school playground. 
 
Karen Jackson – Bridgeport 4 Real: Bringing news, fun and advocacy to Bridgeport for 
Bridgeport families via Cablevision public channel. 
 
Maurice E. Jones III – Gatekeepers Our Forgotten Seniors: Guidance for senior 
citizens to maintain home ownership. 
 
Crystal Mack – Who Is Educating Our Children? Parents teaching our children life 
skills. 
 
Darrin A. McAllister – Parents Beware - Psychotropic Drugs Being Prescribed to 
Children: An awareness campaign regarding medication prescribed to children. 
 
Dee Dee McAllister – Curiale School 2011 Picnic Extravaganza: Getting children, 
teachers and staff together for a time of fun, food & games in celebration of academic 
improvement. 
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Bridgeport (Con’t) 
 
Tina M. McIver-Stevens – Youth Explosion: To help the youth display their God- 
given gifts and talents. 
 
Varrick K. Nelson, Sr. – Stage Light Project: To provide a stage for talented youth in 
the Bridgeport Community. 

 
Carol L. Nunley – Are We Smarter Than a Bridgeport Student? Games show format full 
of fun facts learned in grade school, using students and community members to show 
that our students are learning and achieving. 

 
Shakira L. Simpson – Far Away: Anti-bullying campaign. 

 
Yolanda M. Soto – Summer Options: A Special Needs Expo and Educational Event for 
special needs children. 

 
Zoila Vasconez – The Chain of Knowledge: Children teaching/tutoring parents English 
as their second language and parents teaching their children their primary language. 

 
Camilla R. Villaroel – The Environmental Family: Cleaning up Bridgeport every 
weekend in the summer with an Earth Day weekend kick-off. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

                                                                 

 
Enthusiasm is one of the most powerful engines of 
success.  When you do a thing, do it with all your 
might.  Put your whole soul into it. Stamp it with 
your own personality.  Be active, be energetic and 
faithful, and you will accomplish your objective.  

Nothing great was ever achieved without 
enthusiasm. 

 
                                              Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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    Danbury Graduates and Community Projects 
PLTI Coordinator – Lauren Rosado Halpin 

Community Sponsor – Danbury Children First 
Parent Leader Address – Mark S. Gearing 

 
Debbie Cortez – Alcoholism Hurts: Healing for Children of Alcoholics & Other 
Substance Abusers through Alateen.   

 
Joan Dickinson – Where Teens Connect: A brochure of programs that benefit and 
serve teens. 

 
Mark Gearing – Empowering a Successful Child from Birth:  A curriculum for new 
parents giving them information and tools to empower their children to be happy, 
healthy and successful. 

 
Wendy Hesse - The Gather Group: A support group for parents and families of 
gifted and talented students to address the academic, social, and emotional needs of 
GAT children. 

 
Vijo Joseph - PLTI Yammer: Connecting PLTI alumni to leverage knowledge, skills, 
and connections through the use of social media.   

 
Melissa Marchewka - The Helen and Mollie Project - My Legacy 2011:  Bringing 
seniors and children together for storytelling, music, arts and crafts. 

 
Misti Pattison – From Trash to Treasure:  Terracycling, upcycling, and recycling 
products that are not commonly recycled. 

 
Petunia Radebe - Mentoring - Making a Difference, Changing a Life: Volunteering at 
Green Chimneys in Brewster, NY. 

 
Jolene Walters – Bringing Generations Together:  A one-day scrapbooking event at 
Pope John Paul Healthcare Center. 
   

 
 

 
 
  

If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn 
more, do more and become more, you are a leader. 

 

John Quincy Adams 



 9

East Hartford Graduates and Community Projects 
PLTI Coordinator – Jessica Carrero 
Community Sponsor – ChildPlan 

Parent Leader Address – Crystal Hernandez 
 

 
Brennden Colbert – Leadership Enhancement Guide: To increase the drive to become 
leaders in our community. 
 
Crystal Hernandez – Parent Information Action Research Project: Bringing Connecticut’s 
parents together. 
 
Stephany Hunt – Introducing Junior Achievement to Langford School: Starting a Junior 
Achievement program at my child’s elementary school. 

 
Merline Irving – Adopt and Read to a Grandparent: Reading to residents at the Riverside 
Health and Rehab Center in East Hartford with my son. 

 
Mohamed Jamaludeen – Academic Enrichment: K-12 and community college 
supplemental coaching in math. 
 
Roselind Lopez – Future Reader’s Book Club: Children’s book club to spark a passion for 
reading.   

 
Iris Martin – Next Generation and Beyond: Inspiring children to become involved in the 
community through volunteering. 
 
Nereida Root – Kids in the Park: Refurbishing the parks in East Hartford so kids and 
families have a safe place for healthy activities. 

 
Dinorah Salas – Modernizing Hockanum’s Cafeteria: Creating a more positive atmosphere 
within my child’s school cafeteria. 

 
Kishanna Sealey – Hunger No More: Creating awareness and raising money with a team to 
walk against hunger for Foodshare. 
 
 

Our lives begin to end the day we become silent  
about the things that matter. 

 

                                              Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Hartford Graduates and Community Projects 
PLTI Coordinator – Trish Torruella 

Community Sponsor – The Mayor’s Office for Young Children 
Parent Leader Address – Monique Griffin 

 
Darrel Brown – Capitol Squash: Enriching the lives of urban youth through sports and 
academics. 

 
Precious Ross Ellis – Grow Hartford: Helping my community grow through real estate 
investment. 

 

Lourdes Fonseca – CHOICE Education Program: Providing information to parents about 
CHOICE in Hartford. 

 
Monique Griffin – Read–Write–Succeed: Empowering families to enhance literacy. 

 
Virgil Griffin – Come Now, Let Us Reason Together: A gathering of men, young & old. 

 
Giselle Jacobs – Youth of Incarcerated Parents:  A peer mentoring campaign. 

 
Tandra Price – Tell It All Tandra: A new talk show to discuss hot topics. 

 
Nyrsa Segui – Tracing the Past to Build a Healthier Future:  How to prevent child sexual 
abuse. 

 
Lorna Shipp – Variety is the Spice of Life: Acquiring more knowledge about the health 
benefits of herbs and spices. 

 
April Simpson – The Engineering Scholars: HPHS Engineering Academy deserves a college 
degree. 

 
Christina Morales Smith – Leading with Success: A Community School Leadership Team. 

 
Jermaine Torruella – Projects for Prisoners: Newly released inmates change their lives 
through community service. 

 
Tanya Walker – Build It Before You Need It:  A support group for parents. 

 
Ida Washington – Scribbles, Dibbles and Dots: A family literacy project. 

 
Delicia Arnold Williams – Good Readers Make Great Leaders: A literacy project. 

 
Ivy Wilson – Community All Stars: Preventing childhood obesity. 
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Meriden Graduates and Community Projects  

PLTI Coordinator – Noemi Gonzalez 
Community Sponsor – Meriden Children First 

Parent Leader Address – Brenda Shuler 
 
 

Emelia Byron – Poetry as a Healer: To help people express their emotion in a positive 
manner through poetry. 
 
Raquel Corchado – Being An Advocate for Bullied Children:  Being a strong voice for 
children who don’t have one. 
 
Sadia Mir – Mutual Language Guideline:  Guideline to help children learn and appreciate 
different languages. 
 
Althilia Moore – New Dimensions:  A newly developed organization that supports other 
non-profits through outreach and fundraising. 
 
Marta Persia – Inspiration Meriden:  To provide support, education and advocacy to 
families with history of mental illness. 
 
Brenda Shuler – Learn to Earn/Change Financial Workshop - Change-for-Change:  To help 
end poverty in Meriden by the creating jobs and increasing financial literacy for children K-12. 
 
Talayah Teel – Safety Awareness Assembly: Bring safety awareness to children who walk 
to and from school in high traffic areas. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     

 
 
 

 
Men make history, and not the other way around. 

In periods where there is no leadership, 
Society stands still. 

Progress occurs when courageous, 
Skillful leaders seize the opportunity 

To change things for the better. 
  

Harry S. Truman 
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Middletown Graduates and Community Projects 

PLTI Coordinator – John Robinson 
Community Sponsor – Middletown Public Schools 

Parent Leader Address – Mitchell Wynn 
 
 

Melinda Brainerd – NCLB:  Why are children being left behind? 
 
Lori Loughlin Donadio – My Quirky Family Support Group:  Developing a group to 
support families with children with special needs. 
 
Theo Freeman – LIFE - Learning Intergenerational Financial Education: Teaching 
children, teens and adults to share financial resources. 
 
Malvia Gonzalez – The New Face of the Homeless: Developing a way to help the 
homeless in Middletown and across Connecticut. 
 
Diana Guerrero – Start Smiling: Increasing access and participation in dental care.  
 
Carla Hass – Information is Knowledge: Providing information on great programs to 
help children. 
 
Wendy Roy – Identifying and Understanding Emotions: Helping children to understand 
their emotions and build self-esteem. 
 
Eleanor Taylor-Maille – Hope for Good Hope:  Providing hope for AIDS orphans by 
selling hand made bracelets to raise money for them. 
 
Darryl R. Walker – Bridging a Gap Mentoring/Community Center:  Providing an 
affordable community center for youth. 
 
Mitchell Wynn – All Pro Dads:  Implement an All Pro Dad’s chapter in one of the 
elementary schools in Middletown. 

 

How wonderful it is that nobody 
need wait a minute before starting 

to improve the world. 
           Anne Frank 
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Milford Graduates and Community Projects 
PLTI Coordinator – Leslie Darling 

Community Sponsor – Milford Health Department 
Parent Leader Address – Pritam Sule 

 
Kristy Brown – Partnerships for Parenting: Monthly parenting workshops on topics 
of interest to all parents in the community. 
 
Heather Contreras – A Future in Health - A High School Health Care Careers Fair: A 
project to provide students with the opportunity to learn about a wide variety of careers 
in the health care field. 
 
Carla Farrace – You’ve Got a Friend: Creating a children’s community of respect in 
Elementary School to raise awareness about bullying and the importance of mutual 
respect. 
 
Laura Fetter – Energizing the Community through Volunteering: An on-line directory 
designed to provide connections between organizations and people who would like to 
volunteer. 
 
Staci Godek – A Change of Heart: A program designed to educate students and their 
families on how to choose and cook healthy food, increase physical activity and provide 
healthy snacks at school. 
 
Melanie Hamilton – Let’s Walk, Milford! A weekly family walking group that will also 
provide education on nutrition and healthy family habits. 
 
Stacy Lesperance – Simple Gifts - How We Can Help a Haitian Child Attend School: 
A project designed to educate children in Milford about children in Haiti and how they 
can help provide necessary school supplies. 
 
Jennifer Marchesseault – Special Parents, Special Kids of Milford, CT: An on-line 
support group for parents of special needs children. 
 
Maryellen Schoonmaker – Round Two – Just when You Thought You Were 
Finished:  A support group for grandparents raising grandchildren through shared 
knowledge and experience. 
 
Pritam Sule – Milford’s Mini-Marathon: A ride-a-thon event for children and their 
families that includes a donation to the Milford Food Bank. 
 
Michelle Zawadski – Teen Talk: A resource guide and support group for parents 
and teens. 
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New Haven Graduates and Community Projects 

PLTI Coordinator – Merryl Eaton  
Community Sponsor – Christian Community Action 

Parent Leader Address – Zoleka Luswazi  
 

Gwendolyn Alford – Kids Are People, Too! –To ultimately pass legislation that will 
change policies related to access to affordable housing for families with disabled children. 

 
Karen Arbour – Opening New American Minds through Immersion: To raise funds to 
provide an educational trip to Philadelphia for a group of children who have recently 
immigrated to the United States to teach them more about the history of their newly 
adopted country. 

 
Marilyn Carson – Harriet Tubman Institute for Scholastic Achievement: Support 
families in their efforts to obtain access to educational opportunities for New Haven area 
students beyond high school. 

 
Claudette Deer – Recovery: To establish a Sober House in the New Haven to support 
those returning from incarceration and to reduce recidivism by offering programs and 
services.   

 
Yadira Duran – Leaders in Action: A youth leadership program for adolescents in DCF 
care.  

 
Keeley Forrestel – Inside New Haven’s Green Space: Low income families will be 
educated on the importance of a healthy lifestyle and healthy eating on a low income 
budget 

 
Zoleka Luswazi – Empowering Our Youth So they Can Make Informed Decisions: To 
advocate for HIV/AIDS education as a mandatory component of the school curriculum for 
10-18 year old students in New Haven Public Schools. 

 
Yury Maciel-Andrews – The Constant Community Link:  A resource link to provide 
information and support to parents and members.   

 
Zahira Rahim – Learning in Motion: To provide and support fine arts education for 
young children. 

 
Jonathan Stewart – Fathers in Action for Justice: To create a fathers advocacy group. 

 
Sara Tewolde – To Help Another – Sister Can We Talk: To provide support, 
encouragement and homemaker services to single moms, one family at a time. 

 
Lushanna Thompson – Lead Us to Tomorrow: To provide opportunities for youth to 
develop leadership and social skills which will ultimately lead to the opening of a new 
community center. 

 
Jolynn Wilson – M-Power Parent Group: To provide support and education to low-
income women and assist in the development of a faith-based Diaper Bank in the New 
Haven Area.
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New London Graduates and Community Projects 
PLTI Coordinators – Tony Mollica & Zenobia Penn 
Community Sponsor – New London Youth Affairs 

Parent Leader Address – Rachelle Thornton 
 

 

Henrietta Adger – Youth Peace Extravaganza: Hold an event that engages all youth in 
positive interaction. 

 
Natasha Brown – Spring Up: Promote effective health information for youth and 
support free activities. 

 
Roseanne Champlin – Central Shoreline - Gifts of Resources: Ensuring parents have 
and can find the resources they need. 

 
Elizabeth Cornish – Positive Leadership Programs: Positive youth programs for 
children 13-15 years old. 

 
Krystal Fitzpatrick – My Community Connection: Close the gap between children 
with special needs and the community. 

 
Karen Gills – Special Care for Special Children: Aftercare for children with special 
needs. 

 
Monica Glickman – Groton Resource Directory: A list of city services that is inclusive 
of parent needs, education and safety. 

 
Alicia Gonzalez – Curbside Charities: Ensure children have proper clothing and 
recycled goods. 

 
Lee Luciano-Lecara – Pass it On: A community resource list. 
 
Sara Marshall – Sisters Through Faith: A faith–based outreach for single mothers. 

 
Sally Price – Humor Shouldn’t Hurt: To be mindful of other people’s feelings and 
situations. 

 
Abby Rollins – New London Community Center: To provide a safe place for youth to 
do a multitude of activities. 
 
Rachelle Thornton – Gospel Skate: Skating parties to raise money for women with 
drug and alcohol issues. 
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 Norwalk Graduates and Community Projects  
PLTI Coordinator – Josephine Fulcher Anderson 
Community Sponsor – Norwalk Public Schools 

Parent Leader Address – Mandrita Guha 
 

Keri Arpino – Walk to Remember: A day to honor babies lost during pregnancy or 
shortly after birth. 
 
Eva Beau – Norwalk Early Childhood Council Pre-School/Kindergarten Registration:  
Connect with businesses in Norwalk to display pamphlets highlighting the importance of 
registering children for pre-school and kindergarten.   
 
Dora Diaz – How to Keep Teens in School:  Educating parents on the importance of 
their role in motivating and encouraging their kids to stay in school. 
 
Mandrita Guha – We Are The World: Organize and implement a cultural event at my 
son’s school to showcase the various culture of the world. 
 
Gloria Helenese – Manners and Etiquette for Children from Elementary to High School: 
Afterschool program at various community centers teaching manners and etiquette. 
 
Randy Heller – Quest for Voices - Accessing Power through Creative Expression: 
Teaching the basics of creative writing to children to empower them and showing them 
that their voices matter. 
 
Blanca Munoz – The Hispanic Parent Club: Organize workshops for Latino parents to 
encourage them to participate in their children’s schools and careers. 
 
Jackie Ocampo – Domestic Violence Awareness: Offer a program in October, Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month, to raise awareness of violence against women and girls 
through information, purple ribbons and based on my own experience. 
 
Marcela Talisse – Tell Me More…from a Parents’ Perspective: An on-line resource for 
parents of children with hearing loss and type I diabetes. 
 
Blanca Velasquez – Health Care Reform and its Impact in our Community: Creating a 
pamphlet to help people better understand the new health care laws, what it means and 
how it will affect the community. 
 

 
  In the confrontation between the stream and the rock,  

the stream always wins,  
not through strength but through perseverance. 

 

H. Jackson Brown 



 17

Plymouth Graduates and Community Projects  
PLTI Coordinator – Donna Koser 

Community Sponsor – Plymouth Early Childhood Council 
Parent Leader Address – Sara Aparo 

 
Sara Aparo – Me…a Mentor?: Mentoring a Bristol High School freshman. 

 
Stacy Correia – TEACH – Taking Each Child Higher: A program designed to give 
children an extra educational boost with exciting, fun and enjoyable activities. 

 
Abigail Egan – The Dying of the Dye: An awareness campaign about the harmful 
effects of food coloring and its relationship to behavior problems in children. 

 
Faye Johnpiere – Kick off to Kindergarten Transition Booklet:  A booklet for incoming 
kindergarten children and families to help decrease anxiety and help children to enter 
ready to learn.   

 
Donna Koser – Plymouth, CT – Children Welcome:  A guide for new parents and 
transient families to help them connect to the community and provide information on 
available programs. 
 
Jacqueline Lundie – Community Initiative on the 40 Developmental Assets:  
Workshops and information to encourage awareness of the Developmental Assets in 
Plymouth. 

 
Tammy Piercy – Nate and Kim’s Place: A soup kitchen and place to get free clothing.   
 
Alexandra Quig – Getting Connecticut’s Most Vulnerable Youth the Services they 
Need:  Public Testimony on Raised S.B. No. 1044, An Act Requiring the Department of 
Children and Families to conduct abuse or neglect investigations of youths arrested for 
prostitution. 
 
Catherine Ruane – Community Car Seat Safety Event:  Car seats will be checked for 
safety guideline compliance and proper installation. 
 
Linda Schnaars – Operation ER – “Everybody Read” Literacy Campaign: Parents pledge 
to read to their child for 30 minutes a day tied to Family Day. 

 
Annemarie Sundgren – Bristol Bank: A non-profit organization providing individuals 
and families furniture and housewares when transitioning out of homelessness. 

 
Jolene Tefoe – Kick off to Kindergarten: A transition book for all incoming 
kindergarteners and their parents, to create an easier transition for both. 

 
Rebecca Tuttle – Touch a Truck Family Event: To benefit local non-profits that help 
children and families in the greater Bristol community. 
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Waterbury Graduates and Community Projects 
PLTI Coordinator – Trish Spofford 

Community Sponsor – Waterbury Hospital 
Parent Leader Address – Angela Holmes 

 
LaTeena Bartee – Young Civic Learners: Middle school students will be exposed to 
community resource officers and take local field trips for career exploration in law. 

 
Julia Chevalier – The Reorganization of Bucks Hill Elementary School Parent Teacher 
Association: To create a more effective PTA at Buck Hills. 

 
Rubis Collado – ROPE – Reinforce Organize Parents Excellence: To empower success in 
parents. 

 
La’Devis Cuttino - OPDIA – One Parent Doing It All: A meeting group for single 
parents. 

 
Linda Goldsmith - Hazardous Effects of Poor Indoors Air Quality on Health: Writing a 
book to create awareness of the poor air quality in homes, buildings and schools. 

 
Lilly Greaney - All Day Wee Care Learning Center: To provide a learning facility that 
focuses on specialty programs for children ages 6 mos. – 12 years, gradually make it a 24-
hour facility if the need arises. 

 
Madeline Gonzalez - Facebook - Parents Right to Know: Closing the communication 
gap. 

 
Molly Hernandez - Progress Book from a Parents Perspective: Getting it to work. 

 
Angela Holmes - Project EduCare: Updates for the Connecticut Framework Curriculum 
that will help teachers assess children with special needs.   

 
Rudy Lambert - All Day Wee Care Learning Center: A 24-hour learning center to better 
our children and community. 

 
Victoria Morando - Elementary and Pre-K Children with Special Needs: Pamphlet on 
what to expect and what your children may experience. 

 
Nathan Munro - Bridge the Gap: Partnerships between pairs of schools to help close 
the academic achievement gap. 

 
Jassie Myers - Progress Book: Getting teachers and parents to connect. 

 
Wilmarie Ramirez - I’ll Help You Find It: Help with finding resources, grants and 
government services for Latin people. 
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Waterbury (Con’t) 
 
 
Keri Rich - Volunteer Center in Waterbury: Creating a volunteer center in Waterbury. 

 
Judith Ross - Race to Nowhere: Film showing and discussion. 

 
Vernial Walker - The Battered Women’s Safe Territory and Opportunity to Progress 
Inc. (BWSTOP): Start a domestic violence shelter with services in Waterbury. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The future is not a result of choices among 

alternative paths offered by the present, but a 
place that is created – created first in the mind 

and will, created next in activity.  The future is not some 
place we are going to, but one we are 

creating.  The paths are not to be found, but 
made, and the activity of making them, changes 

both the maker and the destination. 
 

               John Schaar 
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The Power of I 
 
 

I will do more. 
 

I am only one, but I am one. 
I cannot do everything, but I can do something. 

 

What I can do, I ought to do. 
And what I ought to do, I will do. 

 

I will do more than belong…I will participate. 
 

I will do more than care…I will help. 
 

I will do more than believe…I will practice. 
 

I will do more than be fair…I will be kind. 
 

I will do more than dream…I will work. 
 

I will do more than learn…I will inspire. 
 

I will do more than earn…I will enrich. 
 

I will do more than give…I will serve. 
 

I will do more than live…I will grow. 
 

I will do more than talk…I will act. 
 

I will be more than good… 
I will be good for something. 

 
 

Anonymous 
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With Special Thanks to the 2011 PLTI Facilitators 
and Coordinators

           

Jospehine Fulcher Anderson 

Alecia Andrews 

Sandra Carmichael 

Jessica Carrero 

Carmen Chaparro 

Sheila Crocker  

Anna Cruz 

Merryl Eaton  

Leslie Darling 

Doug Edwards 

Rhonda Evans 

Tammy Exum 

Lucy Freeman 

Tammy Garris 

Zenobia Penn 

Saleh Hanaif 

Maria Guzman 

Dawn Homer-Bouthiette 

Hernan Illingworth 

Patti Keckeisen 

Donna Koser 

Donna Kehoe 

Darleen Klase 

Cheryl Kohler 

Donna Marino 

E. Phil McKain 

Tony Mollica 

Gladys Moreno 

Bruce Morris 

Joanne Morrison 

Noemi Gonzalez 

Lauren Rosado Halpin 

Harold Murphy  

Christine O’Grady 

Valerie Payne Masse 

Bruce Pinto 

John Robinson 

Tom Soboslai 

Trish Spofford 

Ron Thomas 

Trish Torruella 

Carolyn Vermont 

Amy Watson 

and our musical guests: 

Sara Marshall      Eddie Rozetta 

  Ben & Noah Radcliffe       Barry Finch 

 
At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by a spark from another 
person.  Each of us has cause to think with deep gratitude of those who 

have lighted the flame within us. 
 

                                                     Albert Schweitzer 
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  The Parent Leadership 
  Training Institute 

 

     Helping parents who care… 
  Become parents who lead. 

 
 

www.plti-ct.org 
 

 
 


