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COMM!SSION ON AGING
SAVES TAXPAYERS .
HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS

As a member of the state Commission on
Agmg and director of the Sullivan Senior
Centerin Torrington, I find Gov. M, Jodi
Rell’s proposal to elirhinate. the commis-
sion as part of heér budget-cutting exercise
extremely shott-sighted.

The recormmendation is especxally trou-
bling in these chfﬁcult economic times.
The commission’s nonpartisan, world-
class research work alone provides con-
crete ways to plan for a brighter futare for
‘Connecticut, including saving the state
hundreds of millions annually by rebal-
ancing the. long-term-care system.

Taxpayers would be ill served by the
“elimination of an agency that actually
saves them money while working to im-

* prove the quality ¢ of their lives.

. 'Inboth thése regards, the commission’s
" record of. ach!evement and leadership as

in mdependent agency of the legislature is

unparalieled.: ™ '

The commission’s functions are not du-
phcated anywhere Wztbm state govern-
ment

Connechcut has one e of the h:ghest popu-
lations of clder adults in the nation, and

that populanon is soaring.
* Inaddition to the 1 million baby
boomers, 600,000 pegple are 60 or older
and by 2040, the number of people 85 and
older will increase threefold. Clearly, the
commission’s role in belping Connecticut
prepare for this unprecedented demo-
graphic expiosmn is more critical than
ever. - :

The commission has been instrumental

in helping tens of thousands of older adults

and people with disabilities lead better-
lives through its leadership in long-term-
care initiatives, ConnPACE, the Money
Follows the Person program, nutmuon ‘
transportauon and many others. -

The commission.is cmzen-dnven and is
supported by a small but highly effective
and efficient profess:onal staff. Tts 17 un-
paid commissioners come from communi-
ties throughout the state. y

The extremely small budget for its Capi-
tol-based four-person staff, hardly a blip
on the radar screen in view of the state’s
overall $18 bﬁhon-plus budget, delivers a
sound and wise investment in Connech-
cut’s future.

The commission has provided mvalu—
able expertise since 1993. It has created a
road map for the future, and the Ieglsla~ .
ture must ensure it is aIlowed to continue
its critical work on behalf of the older
adults.

. Nancy Sulhvan Hodkoski
: Goshen

KEEP BAN AGAINST
SUNDAY LIGUOR SALES

" Den't drop. the 1933 Blue Law agamst ‘

Sunday liquor sales.

This would hurt mom-and-pop owners
by forcing them to be open on Sunday ir or-
der to compete and hurt their family day
Sunday.

~ Samuel Longo

Scuthington,

PHOTOGRAPH OF DEAD
RACCOON WAS OVERKI I..l..

Your Local News secnon reached anew
low Feb.10by pnnnng two pictures of a
dying faccoon as news, in full color, plus
one after it died, The death photograph
shows the animal being held by the tail and
plunged body first into a black garbage

‘bag. I had just finished dinner aftér along

day at work and sat down to read the news-
paper. Your photos and almost cheery text

* regarding “Rocky Raccoon” turned my

stoinach. - .
If you needed to- report th]s Tomngton

. raccoon situation in the newspaper, a short

senternice or two of text was all that was .
necessary. No graphic photographs were
needed This displays extremely poor taste.
o Klmberley A. Dumouchel
‘Wolcott

: BLUMENTQAL‘ HESEING .
WITH ATT’S PLANS

Itis mterestmg fo note Attomey General
Richard Biumenthal is trying to block
AT&T from transferring'personnel from. .
Connecticut to Michigan, where ithasa
more advanced infrastructure. ‘

“If successful, he will send a horrible
message 10 any new or e}nsung potentxal .

. empioyer conmdormg temporary expan~

sion in Connecticut. -

This could advorsely affect ATET's plans
to expand its other services in Connecticut,
such as telev:smn, a service I'm lookmg
forward to recemng

: ; ’I‘heodore H Martland
. " Woodbury




