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" EDITORIALS

Rell short31ghted
to eliminate state:
panel on aging -

As acting director of elderly ser
vices for New Haven and an unpaxd,l
~volunteer member of the Connecti-,
cat Commission on Aging, Iam very
-troubled by Gov. M. Jodi Rell’s pro-.
posal to eliminate the commission as
part of her budget cutting. =

This is shortsighted and WIH (10‘,
far more harm than good, espemally
to the soaring population of older
adults, who deserve better. In addi-
tion to the 1 million baby boomers,
600,000 people are 60 or older. By:
2040, the number of people 85 ands
older will increase threefold. - .

I know firsthand that New Haven's:
older -adults have been well-served
by the commission’s work since it.
was created by the General Assem-,
bly in 1993. The agency’s nonpar-
tisan, world-class research alone
provides concrete ways to plan for.
a better future, including saving the:
state hundreds of millions of dollars.
annually on long-term care. Equally
important, the commission provxclesf
accountability within state govem-g
ment. ' < h

The commission’s functions are’
not duplicated anywhere in the exec~;
utive or legislative branches of gov *
ernment. - ,3

Clearly, the commission’s ]eader»s,
ship role in helping Connecticut pre-2
pare for this unprecedented derno-,#
graphic explosion has never beenA,
more critical. :
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